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[bookmark: __RefHeading___1]INTRODUCTION
The Parliamentary Commission to investigate criminal acts against children by the Kiev regime is established in accordance with the Resolution No. 4122-8GD of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation of June 20, 2023, and the Resolution No. 300-SF of the Federation Council of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation of June 21, 2023.
The Parliamentary Commission acts in accordance with the Constitution of the Russian Federation, the Federal Law "On Parliamentary Investigation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation" and other regulatory legal acts of the Russian Federation. 
The parliamentary investigation was based on facts and information related to the criminal acts of the Kiev regime against minors. These facts under international humanitarian law fall into the category of war crimes and crimes against humanity.
For the purposes of this final report, the terms "minors" and "children" are synonymous and are used in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, according to article 1 of which "a child is every human being below the age of 18 years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier"[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution No. 44/25 of November 20, 1989.] 

Since 2014, a whole range of children's rights to life and health, education, spiritual, moral and physical development have been systematically violated by the Kiev regime on the territory of Donbas. Not only civilian infrastructure but also the population, including minors, is subject to targeted destruction. Civilians are deliberately attacked, kidnapped, taken hostage, used as human shields, etc.
Certain crimes that were committed against the children of Donbas are marked by particular cruelty.
On June 8, 2014, a six-year-old girl Polina Sladkaya died under the shelling by the Armed Forces of Ukraine (hereinafter referred to as the AFU) in the city of Slavyansk[footnoteRef:2]. She became the first minor victim of war, thus starting the list of dead children of Donbas. [2:  During the shelling of the peaceful town, the child tried to take shelter from the bombardment in a nearby house. The girl died from shell fragment wounds in the abdomen and legs.] 

On July 27, 2014, the Ukrainian militants shelled the town of Gorlovka[footnoteRef:3]. Residents of the city called this day "Bloody Sunday" – the AFU launched strikes with Grad multiple rocket launchers on the peaceful city. Twenty-two people were killed at the scene of the explosions. The victims included mother named Christina Zhuk (she was only 23 years old) and her 10-month-old daughter Kira. They were found dead lying on the ground in an embrace, mother cradling her child. The photo of this terrible tragedy circulated around the globe; later it was called "The Madonna of Gorlovka[footnoteRef:4]". [3:  From 2014 to the beginning of 2022, the Ukrainian punitive forces fired about 5,000 artillery shells at the city of Gorlovka. According to the established international legal practice, this number is more than enough to recognize the fact of genocide.]  [4:  In Donbas, the memory of Kristina Zhuk and her daughter Kira is sacredly honored. An unknown artist painted graffiti "Madonna in the Clouds" on a facade of the industrial technical school in the city of Gorlovka. Viktor Mikhalyov, a blacksmith from Gorlovka, created a two-meter tall figure of Christina holding Kira in her arms; the figure is made out of shards of the shells that fell on the city. At the same time, the reaction of representatives of the Kiev entity is cynical and outrageous. Kira's grandmother Natalia Zhuk wrote a letter to the wife of the former president of Ukraine, Marina Poroshenko, but has not received any response. In the Western Ukraine, the Madonna of Gorlovka cocktail (alcohol and tomato juice) is mockingly included in the menu in clubs and bars.] 

On August 13, 2014, AFU militants shelled a children's beach in the town of Zugres in the Donetsk People's Republic (hereinafter also referred to as the DPR). On that day, 13 civilians, including 3 children, were killed in the town. The militants used cluster munitions, and some of the shells bore the inscription "All the best for children". The mere presence of such inscription characterizes the specific sentiment among Ukrainian militants[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  The tradition of writing inscriptions on shells began during World War I in 1914. It is followed by all armies of the world. However, the meaning of the inscription, which reflects the motives of the warring party, is important. In the case of Ukrainian aggression against the population of Donbas, the meaning is obvious – genocide of the Russians, including children.] 

On August 14, 2014, in the village of Khryashchevatoye, Krasnodonsk district, Lugansk People's Republic (hereinafter also LPR), militants of the nationalist battalion "Aidar" organized the murder of civilians. Under the guise of evacuation, they put 13year-old girl Lera Suglobova together with her mother and grandmother in the back of a ZIL-130 car and subsequently blew it up with the victims[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  A similar practice existed among the Bandera punitive units during World War II. This type of punitive actions against the civilians was used to create public panic and intimidate the population.] 

On October 5, 2014, the AFU snipers were shooting civilians during their mission in Telmanovsky district of the Donetsk People's Republic. Orest Balka, a 16-year-old boy, who was traveling with his family in a civilian car, was killed by a targeted shot to the head. According to experts, such killings of civilians by the Ukrainian militants were aimed at creating protest moods among the residents of Donbas[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Such actions are often used by provocateurs to incite protests. For example, snipers acted in this way during the events in Vilnius in 1991, in Moscow in 1993, and in Kiev in 2014.] 

On November 5, 2014, the AFU punishing squads made a direct hit on the school stadium located near school No. 65 in Donetsk. As a result, several children, who were playing soccer at the time, were killed. The youngest was 12 years old, the oldest 18 years old.
On January 18, 2015, a 4-year-old boy, Artem Bobryshev, was killed by artillery shelling in the Kirovsky district of Donetsk. He was covered with soil due to the explosion, as a result of which the little boy suffocated. The AFU militants launched a targeted strike on residential neighborhoods[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  The strike was carried out at 7 a.m. Donetsk local time, that is, exactly at the time when civilians were in their homes.] 

On April 27, 2016, the Ukrainian military shelled the Yelenovka checkpoint in the Donetsk People's Republic. Five people died, including a pregnant woman, and 8 more citizens were wounded. The head of the DPR A.V. Zakharchenko called this shelling a "crime against humanity"[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  On the same day, an OSCE monitoring group arrived at the scene of the tragedy and, having collected the facts of the incident, confirmed the inhuman nature of the crime.] 

On November 5, 2017, a 9-year-old boy Artem Yarovoy was killed in the Petrovsky district of Donetsk. The shell fell near school No. 110, where four children were playing on the sports ground. Artem received shrapnel wounds to the head, torso, arms and legs[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  On that day Artem's sister Valeria miraculously survived. She was only 5 years old at the time.] 

During the summer of 2018, five schoolchildren died in the city of Gorlovka after being blown up by anti-personnel mines. Saboteurs were working in the city, disguising mines near places of mass stay of people.
In May 2020, several children in the Lugansk People's Republic and Donetsk People's Republic were injured as a result of artillery shelling. In the town of Pervomaisk in the Lugansk People's Republic, 12-year-old Maxim Makarenkov came under fire. As a result of mine blast injury, the boy suffered a severe degree of blindness.
On April 2, 2021, a Ukrainian drone dropped an explosive device in a private housing backyard in the urban-type settlement of Aleksandrovske in the DPR. As a result, a 4-year-old boy Vladislav Danilov, who was playing at that moment in the yard, was killed. The boy was torn to pieces[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  According to Alexei Selivanov, the former deputy head of the Russian Interior Ministry's Main Directorate in Zaporozhye Region, who used to be an employee of the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine, the order to strike a private residential house was given by the commander of the 59th Separate Motorized Infantry Brigade of the AFU, Gennady Shapovalov. He is a graduate of the U.S. Army War College. Shapovalov's record contains information about stealing from his own subordinates (the materials are published in pro-Ukrainian Telegram channels).] 

These are just some of the crimes committed by the Ukrainian militants against the most defenseless part of the civilians of Donbas – children. 
At the same time, the military and political leadership of the Kiev regime facilitated for criminal actions aimed at genocide of the residents of the territories reunited with Russia.
The water blockade of the Crimean peninsula can serve as a vivid example of such actions. In April 2014, the Ukrainian authorities blocked the North Crimean Canal, which was used to deliver fresh water to the Republic of Crimea[footnoteRef:12]. This canal was constructed in 1961-1971 by the united efforts of almost all the republics of the USSR. It provided up to 90 percent of fresh water supplies to the Crimean peninsula. [12:  Every year for World Water Day (March 22), the UN Secretariat publishes a report on the state of the world's water resources. However, since 2014, the reports have not included information about the Kiev regime's water blockade of Crimea. At the same time, the purpose of the annual report is to promote sustainable water policy.] 

The particular cynicism of the Ukrainian authorities was manifested in the organization of the water blockade of the Crimean peninsula during the International Decade for Action "Water for Life" (2005-2015), proclaimed by the UN General Assembly resolution No. 58/217 of February 9, 2004. According to this resolution, the goal of the International Decade of Action was to "reduce the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation[footnoteRef:13]". [13:  This goal was also expressed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in the city of Johannesburg, which was held from August 26 to September 4, 2002. It was attended by 100 heads of state and government. The actions of the Kiev regime aimed at disrupting the achievement of the common goal are evidence of Ukraine's policy of destruction in the sphere of sanitary security.] 

According to the assessment of the State Council of the Republic of Crimea, the amount of damage caused to the budget of the Republic of Crimea as a result of blocking the North Crimean Canal amounted to RUB 819.52 billion[footnoteRef:14] . In 2021, the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation initiated a criminal case on the fact of water supply blockade of the Crimean peninsula by Ukraine[footnoteRef:15] , and on February 24, 2022, the day of the start of the Special Military Operation (hereinafter referred to as the SMO), the Russian Ministry of Defense reported the unblocking of the North Crimean Canal. [14:  Including the damage to the communal economy of the Republic of Crimea – 420 billion rubles, to the water economy of the Republic of Crimea – 104.58 billion rubles, to the agriculture of the Republic of Crimea – 277.6 billion rubles, as well as to the health resort and hospitality sector of the Republic of Crimea – 586.5 billion rubles.]  [15:  The criminal case was initiated under Article 358 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation "Ecocide", which provides for a penalty of 12 to 20 years' imprisonment.] 

It is self-evident that this was an act of revenge to millions of residents of the Republic of Crimea for the expression of their political will – reunification with Russia, which took place in full compliance with the principles and norms of international law[footnoteRef:16]. Thus, the general action of the General Prosecutor's Office of the Russian Federation, which was submitted for consideration to the European Court of Human Rights, states: "The blocking of the canal was aimed at moral pressure on the residents of the peninsula and forcing them to alter the political position of the majority of the population who expressed their opinion at the referendum in March 2014[footnoteRef:17]". [16:  The international legal principle of self-determination of nations became widespread after 1792, when a number of territories (Avignon and Vincennes) were annexed to France. At present, this principle is enshrined in Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations, as well as in the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Nations and Peoples, approved by UN General Assembly resolution No. 1514 of December 14, 1960. Given the inviolability of this principle, the UN General Assembly also enshrined it in Article 1 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, approved by UN General Assembly resolution No. 2200 of December 16, 1966.]  [17:  This was the first legal action submitted to the European Court of Human Rights by a state body of the Russian Federation on the issue of violation of citizens' rights by another state.] 

It is worth noting that the said lawsuit brought 10 charges against Ukraine for massive violations of universally recognized human rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights[footnoteRef:18]. These are the following unlawful acts, which reflect the destructive nature of the Kiev regime that emerged after the coup d'état: [18:  Adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution No. 217 of December 10, 1948.] 

· deaths in 2014 during Euromaidan, caused by the conflagration at the Trade Union House, Odessa, and during the punitive military operation in Donbas;
· "the practice of suppressing freedom of speech and persecuting dissenters" by banning media outlets and journalists;
· discrimination against the Russian-speaking population and ousting of the Russian language from public sphere;
· discrimination against Russian businesses;
· loss of life and destruction of property as a result of shelling of neighboring Russian territory by the AFU;
· denial of voting rights to the residents of Donbas;
· blocking the North Crimean Canal "as the main source of fresh water for the residents of the Crimean peninsula";
· attacks on diplomatic missions of the Russian Federation;
· crash of the Malaysian airplane "due to the failure of the Ukrainian authorities to close the airspace over the combat zone" (July 17, 2014);
· "refusal to provide the necessary legal assistance to the Russian investigative authorities in the investigation of the crimes committed".
These and other crimes initiated the process of not only oppressing the rights of the residents of Donbas, but also resulted in their direct extermination.
The objectives of the present parliamentary investigation are to protect the rights and freedoms of children guaranteed by the Constitution of the Russian Federation; to ensure that the chambers of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation monitor the activities of the Government of the Russian Federation, the executive bodies of state power of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation, other state bodies, and local self-government bodies and agencies to eliminate the causes and consequences of atrocities against minors committed by the Kiev regime, and to identify the root causes and conditions of the atrocities against minors committed by the Kiev regime, thus investigating the grounds for the said subjects of parliamentary inquiry[footnoteRef:19]. [19:  The objectives of a parliamentary inquiry are set out in Article 2 of the Federal Law "On Parliamentary Investigation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation".] 

The Russian Federation records, analyses and transmits to international organizations information on crimes committed by the Ukrainian authorities against minors within the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic and the Lugansk People's Republic, as well as the Zaporozhye region and the Kherson region, Republic of Crimea, Belgorod, Kursk, Bryansk, Rostov and Voronezh regions and in other constituent entities of the Russian Federation. However, Russia faces an unprecedented silencing of this information by international human rights institutions, the lack of an adequate international legal assessment of the facts revealed and attempts to falsify them.
One of the main goals of the parliamentary inquiry is also to document the Kiev regime’s crimes against minors, legally assess these crimes and raise the correspondent awareness within the broader international community.
While achieving the set goals, the Parliamentary Commission solved the tasks of analyzing the facts of criminal acts from the point of view of international law, improving legislation, developing measures of social support and rehabilitation of minors who negatively affected by the actions of the Kiev regime.
Works by the Parliamentary Commission rely on information provided by federal government bodies and governing bodies of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation, as well as data obtained during interviews with refugees and residents of regions attacked by the AFU, witnesses and victims of crimes, reports and decrees of international organizations related to the issues under consideration, the assessment and interpretation by foreign media of the facts of violation of the rights and freedoms of minors, information and analytical reviews by expert organizations and institutes, and the reports and decisions of international organizations.
Working groups of the Parliamentary Commission sent over 100 requests to federal and regional executive authorities. At meetings of the Parliamentary Commission, reports were heard from the heads and representatives of 12 federal executive authorities[footnoteRef:20], human rights institutions, including the state prosecution authorities, other law enforcement agencies and the state authorities of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation directly affected by the Ukrainian aggression. Tight cooperation was established with the representations of the DPR and LPR in the Joint Center for Control and Coordination of Issues Related to Ukrainian War Crimes (hereinafter referred to as the JCCC) from the very beginning of the parliamentary investigation. The Parliamentary Commission interacted with the children's ombudspersons, commissioners for children's rights in the constituent entities of the Russian Federation, representatives of the government authorities of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation in charge of child safety and childhood protection issues[footnoteRef:21]. [20:  The meetings of the Parliamentary Commission were attended by heads or representatives of federal government bodies of the Russian Federation: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia, the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia, the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Russia, the Ministry of Justice of Russia, the Ministry of Health of Russia, the Ministry of Education of Russia, the Ministry of Labor of Russia, the Ministry of Digitization of Russia, the General Prosecutor's Office of the Russian Federation, the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, the Federal Security Service of Russia, and the Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian Federation.]  [21:  In particular, the Co-Chair of the Parliamentary Commission from the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, Deputy Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, A.Y. Kuznetsova, held field meetings with the heads of the Donetsk People's Republic and Luhansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye and Kherson regions, as well as the Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol city. Kuznetsova held field meetings with the heads of the Donetsk People's Republic and Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye and Kherson regions, as well as the Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol. Following the results of the meetings, employees in the public authorities of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation responsible for interaction with the Parliamentary Commission were identified.] 

As part of the parliamentary investigation, members of the Parliamentary Commission visited the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic, the Lugansk People's Republic, the Kherson and Zaporozhye regions, the Republic of Crimea, the Rostov and Belgorod regions, as well as other constituent entities of the Russian Federation bordering the zone of the SMO in person. The necessary information was collected, witnesses to the events were interviewed, child protection issues were discussed with the leadership of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation, and meetings and topical discussions were held during the visits.
The Parliamentary Commission has collected considerable factual material on the criminal acts of the Kiev regime against minors. The Commission also formulated proposals and recommendations that can be used by federal government bodies when making decisions on building the mechanisms to protect children from infringements of their rights and freedoms, developing international cooperation in the area of child protection, and building up measures to support and rehabilitate affected minors.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___2]Chapter 1: Criminal Acts of the Kiev regime against Minors
[bookmark: __RefHeading___3]1.1 Classification of the worst offences against minors (according to the Constitution of the Russian Federation and United Nations Security Council documents)
According to the Federal Law "On Parliamentary Investigation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation", the subject of consideration of the Parliamentary Commission is "facts of gross or mass violation of human and civil rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution of the Russian Federation[footnoteRef:22]". [22:  The subject matter of a parliamentary inquiry is defined in Article 4(1) of the Federal Law "On Parliamentary Investigation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation".] 

The Constitution of the Russian Federation enshrines the following human and civil rights and freedoms, which are fully applicable to the minor citizens of our country[footnoteRef:23]: to life, to personal dignity, to freedom and personal inviolability, to privacy and protection of one's honor, to inviolability of the home, to determine one's nationality and to use one's native language, to freedom of movement, to freedom of conscience and religion, to freedom of thought and speech, and to hold meetings, to the free use of their abilities and property, to private property, to voluntary work, to state protection of motherhood, childhood and the family, to social security, to health care and medical assistance, to a favorable environment, to education and freedom of creativity, to state and judicial protection of their constitutional rights and freedoms[footnoteRef:24]. [23:  According to Article 17(2) of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, "fundamental human rights and freedoms are inalienable and belong to everyone from birth".]  [24:  Human and civil rights and freedoms, including those of minors, are enshrined in Chapter 2 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation.] 

Conducting a parliamentary inquiry aimed at protecting the constitutional rights and freedoms of minors is the realization of Article 45 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, which guarantees "state protection of human and civil rights and freedoms in the Russian Federation".
Taking into account the subject matter of the parliamentary investigation, it is appropriate to use the classification of crimes against minors in situations of an armed conflict, stipulated in Part 2 of UN Security Council resolution No. 1261 of August 25, 1999[footnoteRef:25]. [25:  Article 15 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation defines the priority of international law over national law in cases where the norms of international law do not contradict the provisions of the Constitution of the Russian Federation. At the same time, article 125 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation establishes the right of the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation to resolve questions of conformity or inconsistency of certain provisions of international treaties with the Constitution of the Russian Federation. With regard to UN Security Council resolution No. 1261 of August 25, 1999, the priority of international law applies.] 

According to part 2 of the resolution, such crimes include as follows: "killing and maiming, sexual abuse, abduction and forcible transfer, recruitment and use of children in armed conflict in violation of international law, as well as attacks on facilities protected under international law, including places that usually have a significant presence of children such as schools and hospitals".
The above resolution instructs the UN Secretary-General to organize training for UN Secretariat staff on assistance to children, protection of their rights and their well-being[footnoteRef:26], therefore, by July 31, 2000, specialized members of the UN Secretariat staff had received special training on the protection of children's rights in armed conflicts. [26:  As prescribed by UN Security Council resolution No. 1261 of August 25, 1999, by July 31, 2000, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan reported on this requirement.] 

On August 25, 1999, the UN Security Council unanimously "called upon all parties concerned to put an end to such practices (i.e. crimes against children during armed conflicts)". This call has been bluntly ignored by the military and political leadership of Ukraine, as well as by representatives of the Kiev regime.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___4]1.2 Criminal acts of the Kiev regime against minors
Following the armed coup d'état in Ukraine and the declaration of independence by the Donetsk People's Republic and the Lugansk People's Republic in this connection, the Kiev regime began a punitive military campaign against the peaceful population of Donbas.
On April 13, 2014, Acting President of Ukraine A.V. Turchynov enacted a decision by the National Security Council of Ukraine to conduct a so-called anti-terrorist operation in Donbas. The Armed Forces of Ukraine were committing crimes against the civilian population of Donbas under this disguise.
At the state level, the Kiev regime pursues the deliberate policy of exterminating Russian-speaking civilians. Insulting terms against the inhabitants of Donbas – slurs such as "separatists" and "collaborators", who were to be exterminated – appeared in the public discourse of Ukraine[footnoteRef:27]. [27:  Such rhetoric of Ukrainian politicians and deputies of the Verkhovna Rada was heard in public speeches at meetings of the Ukrainian parliament, as well as in news broadcasts of popular TV channels.] 

Crimes against the residents of Donbas have acquired the scale of a real genocide. Since 2022, the Kiev regime has begun committing similar unlawful acts against the inhabitants of the Zaporozhye and Kherson regions and other regions of Russia.
The Parliamentary Commission notes that the Kiev regime deliberately carries out criminal activities against minors. Unborn children are also among the victims of the neo-Nazi Kiev regime include.
Ukrainian combat formations use high-precision weaponry with modern guidance, reconnaissance and coordinate detection systems. After all, back in 2005 the President of Ukraine V.A. Yushchenko[footnoteRef:28] by his decree[footnoteRef:29] ordered to start the process of Ukraine's integration into NATO and conversion of the AFU to Euro-Atlantic standards. After that the state program of development of the AFU for 2006-2011 with the transition of logistics and armament to NATO standards was developed. It is the NATO weapons that will be used by Kiev's militants to kill the children of Donbas. [28:  He took office as a result of a coup d'état, winning the third round of presidential elections in Ukraine. Although the country's constitution in force at the time (as it is now) provided for only two rounds of elections.]  [29:  Decree of the President of Ukraine V.A. Yushchenko of April 21, 2005, No. 702. After the decree was signed, protest rallies were held in the South-East of Ukraine. One of the rallies took place in the city of Odessa, in front of the building where V.A. Yushchenko held negotiations with NATO representatives.] 

In this connection, it should be recognized that the deaths of children at the hands of Kiev terrorists are not an accidental mistake by the Ukrainian armed forces, but the result of targeted strikes.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___5]1.2.1 Killing, injuring and maiming children
According to the General Prosecutor's Office of the Russian Federation[footnoteRef:30], from March 2014 to February 2024, the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation initiated 4,438 criminal cases, of which 2,778 cases were related to the shelling of the territories of the DPR, the LPR, the Zaporozhye region and the Kherson region and other constituent entities of the Russian Federation. [30:  Information from the General Prosecutor's Office of the Russian Federation: Ref. No. 13821 of April 3, 2024.] 

More than 131,000 persons have been recognized as victims in the cases under investigation, including 24,340 minors. According to the investigators, during the period in question at least 19,329 residents of the mentioned regions were affected, of whom 5,965 were killed (among them 258 minors) and 13,364 have got injuries of varying severity (among them 676 minors)[footnoteRef:31]. [31:  Keeping the statistics is complicated by a number of factors: the hostilities continue, the front line is changing, it is impossible to identify victims, information about new victims is not always promptly received, and the cause of death cannot always be unambiguously determined.] 

The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation has initiated 15 criminal cases on the mining and shelling of the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic and the Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye and Kherson regions, as a result of which 11 children were killed and 22 children were injured.
Alone from the end of 2023 to May 31, 2024, 27 children have been killed and 78 wounded due to strikes by Kiev regime militants.
The statistics by constituent entities of the Russian Federation is as follows[footnoteRef:32]: [32:  The data are given with a certain margin of error, which arises due to internal migration of the population and the later occurrence of the consequences of the criminal acts conducted by the Kiev entity.] 

Donetsk People's Republic. According to the adviser to the Head of the Donetsk People's Republic on children's rights, at least 178 children have died as a result of criminal acts by Ukrainian militants between February 2022 and May 2024, and 282 since the beginning of the punitive operation in Donbas[footnoteRef:33]. At the same time, there is a complete lack of information regarding 44 minors (no full name, date and place of birth, place of residence, no information about parents and close relatives, and no data on the circumstances, cause and place of death). [33:  Information received from the Advisor to the Head of the Donetsk People's Republic on May 31, 2024.] 

During the Ukraine's military aggression against the population of the Donetsk People's Republic, 704 children have got injuries of varying severity. Due to the injuries, 21 children were disabled and 28 children had limbs or organs amputated. From February 17, 2022 to May 13, 2024, the DPR representation in the JCCC registered 11 cases of minors being blown up by PFM-1 "Lepestok" anti-personnel mines[footnoteRef:34]. Three children subsequently died due to the injuries. In total, 158 cases of civilians being blown up by these mines are known[footnoteRef:35]. [34:  Among the inhabitants of Donbas these mines are called "leg breakers".]  [35:  Data obtained from the DPR representation in the JCCC.] 

Lugansk People's Republic. According to information received from the Administration of the Head of the Lugansk People's Republic, 259 children have been affected on the territory of the region since the beginning of 2014, among them 65 children were killed and 194 injured. Subsequently, 20 children were disabled.
According to the LPR representation in the JCCC, 21 children became victims of aggressive hostilities by the AFU in 2023 alone: three children were killed and 19 minors wounded by shelling[footnoteRef:36]. [36:  Telegram channel "LPR Representation in the JCCC: operational monitoring and informing on the security situation on the territory of the Luhansk People's Republic", January 1, 2024.] 

Zaporozhye region. According to the information of the Commissioner for Human Rights in Zaporozhye region, as well as the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy of Zaporozhye region, at least 12 minors are accounted wounded and disabled due to injury and there are at least 7 families registered in which children died due to the hostilities in the territory of the region since February 2022.
Kherson region. According to the information of the Commissioner for Human Rights in Kherson region and the Ministry of Health of Kherson region, at least 15 cases of injury of minors, 8 cases of death of children, 10 cases of situational reactions to the stress have been registered on the territory of the region since February 24, 2022.
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol. According to the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Crimea, from February 24, 2022 to March 2024, one child died from the actions of representatives of the AFU in Crimea. Two minors were injured[footnoteRef:37]. [37:  Information No. 13888 dated March 3, 2024.] 

Belgorod region. According to the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, from February 24, 2022 to May 22, 2024, 52 children were injured and 13 minors were killed by the actions of militants of the Ukrainian armed groups on the territory of the region. Since the beginning of 2024, the situation in the Belgorod region has significantly worsened. The number of shelling of civilian objects has increased by 1.5 times, the number of civilian casualties – almost by 7 times[footnoteRef:38]. [38:  Digest of the Ambassador-at-Large of the Russian Foreign Ministry R.V. Miroshnik on the crimes of the Kiev regime "The Most Resonant Facts of the Kiev Regime's War Crimes. January – March 2024" // Telegram Channel of the Foreign Ministry of the Russian Federation, April 5, 2024.] 

Bryansk region. According to the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, at least 9 minors have suffered from the actions of the Kiev regime, including the deaths of two children.
Voronezh region. According to the information of the Government of the Voronezh Region, for the period from February 24, 2022 to August 25, 2023, two cases of children injured as a result of combat operations were registered. As of December 18, 2023, the Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation updated the data: four cases of injuries were registered. As a result of shelling of the city of Voronezh on January 16, 2024, one more child was injured.
Kursk region. According to the information of the Main Department of the Ministry of Civil Defense, Emergencies and Disaster Relief of the Russian Federation in Kursk region, from February 24, 2022 to August 24, 2023, six children were injured by the Kiev regime on the territory of the region.
Tula region. One child injured due to a drone strike.
The following are just some facts of the Kiev regime's crimes, as a result of which minors suffered (in chronological sequence):
March 27, 2022. The Armed Forces of the Russian Federation found in a village in Donbas about 50 bodies of children killed by Ukrainian nationalists[footnoteRef:39]. [39:  This information was first reported by the Federal News Agency.] 

April 8, 2022. The AFU struck the railway station of the city of Kramatorsk[footnoteRef:40]. As a result, 61 people were killed, including 7 minors, and more than 110 civilians were injured. 11-year-old Yana Stepanenko lost both her legs, after which Ukrainian and Western media began to actively use the child to demonstrate her as a "victim of Russian aggression[footnoteRef:41]". [40:  Tochka U tactical missile was used for the strike. Despite the fact that such missile systems are not in service with the Russian Army, the Ukrainian side attempted to attribute responsibility to the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation.]  [41:  For example, on September 4, 2023, Ukrainian and Western media reported that the girl allegedly took part in a half-marathon in the city of Lviv with the help of prostheses on September 4, 2023, and on April 12, 2024 – allegedly, in a marathon in the city of Boston (USA).] 

April 14, 2022. A two-year-old child received a penetrating head injury during shelling in the industrial township of Klimovo, Bryansk region, and was subsequently diagnosed with a disability[footnoteRef:42]. [42:  On the same day, several residential houses were destroyed, and one of the AFU strikes was carried out to a square near a grocery store.] 

July 6, 2022. The AFU struck the Shakhterskiy quarter of the city of Makeyevka in the Donetsk People's Republic[footnoteRef:43]. As a result of the strike, 4 people were killed, including three children. [43:  The militants fired two missiles from the BM-27 "Uragan" multiple rocket launch system.] 

October 21, 2022. A nine-year-old boy was severely injured in the Belgorod region. The boy found a drone on the street in his residential area, which exploded in his hands.
February 19, 2023. A 12-year-old girl was killed when the AFU shelled the village of Novaya Tavolzhanka in Belgorod region. At the time of shelling, she was talking to her father on the phone, a shell exploded behind her back.
March 2023. A Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance group broke into the village of Lyubechane in the Bryansk region. During the shelling, a 10-year-old child was wounded[footnoteRef:44]. [44:  The Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance group consisted of fighters from nationalist battalions.] 

April 2, 2023. In the village of Nikolayevo-Daryino, Kursk region, a cemetery was shelled while there where people gathering. Four children were injured.
May 23, 2023. The AFU fired missiles at the residential sector of the Svatovskiy district of the Lugansk People's Republic. A 15-year-old teenager was killed. His body was literally torn into multiple fragments in front of his parents.
May 27, 2023. The town of Shebekino, Belgorod region, was shelled from the direction of Ukraine. Two teenagers were injured: a 15-year-old girl had leg wounds and a 17-year-old boy was shell-shocked.
June 25, 2023. The life of an 18-year-old young man was cut short as a result of shelling by the AFU of a residential neighborhood in Donetsk.
July 1, 2023. The AFU shelled the town of Tokmak in Zaporozhye region. As a result of the attack, five children suffered from penetrating injuries of light and medium severity[footnoteRef:45]. [45:  The militants used HIMARS multiple rocket launchers with shrapnel anti-personnel ammunition, each of which can contain up to 9,000 metal projectiles. Such munitions are deliberately used to maximize casualties.] 

July 5, 2023. A girl born in 2012 was killed as a result of shelling by the AFU in the center of Donetsk city[footnoteRef:46]. [46:  The militants carried out targeted strikes on residential areas in the city.] 

July 7, 2023. A playground in the city of Makeyevka, Donetsk People's Republic, was hit. Three children were killed.
July 13, 2023. An 11-year-old child was killed when the AFU shelled the village of Tarasovka in Zaporozhye region.
July 14, 2023. Ukrainian militants shelled the village of Belaya Berezka in the Bryansk region. A 15-year-old boy was wounded[footnoteRef:47]. [47:  The child received multiple shrapnel wounds due to Ukrainian artillery strikes.] 

July 15, 2023. A family suffered during the shelling of the village of Staromayorskoye in the Donetsk People's Republic. The husband was killed, the children were injured, and the woman lost her leg[footnoteRef:48]. [48:  The woman told a Russia Today correspondent that Ukrainian fighters threatened to shoot everyone, including children, when they stayed in their village and demanded from its residents to share some food.] 

July 17, 2023. The terrorist attack on the Crimean Bridge killed two adults and injured one child – the girl from the Belgorod region became an orphan. There is no limit to the cynicism of the Kiev regime: photographs of the victims were used to advertise meat products in the markets in the city of Lviv[footnoteRef:49]. [49:  The leadership of Ukraine's Lviv Region has several times refrained from commenting on the incident.] 

July 20, 2023, a teenage girl was killed as a result of a strike by a Ukrainian unmanned aerial vehicle (hereinafter also referred to as UAV) on the urban-type settlement of Razdolnoye in the Republic of Crimea.
July 31, 2023. As a result of shelling by the AFU of Basan village in Zaporozhye region, three people were killed and 15 were wounded. A 12-year-old child was trapped under the rubble.
August 1, 2023. As a result of shelling of the town of Yasinovataya, Donetsk People's Republic, two civilians were killed and seven wounded, among them a teenage girl born in 2010.
August 9, 2023. The AFU struck the Petrovsky district of Donetsk city. A 4-year-old girl was killed[footnoteRef:50]. [50:  The militants used US-made HIMARS multiple rocket launchers.] 

August 12, 2023. One person was killed and 6 others were wounded, including a 12-year-old girl, in the city of Donetsk due to AFU shelling.
August 27, 2023. The AFU struck the cities of Donetsk and Gorlovka throughout the day. As a result, six people were injured, including four children[footnoteRef:51]. [51:  On this day alone, Ukrainian militants fired more than 50 shots at the city of Horlivka.] 

August 29, 2023. Two children aged 5 and 7 were wounded by shrapnel due to massive shelling by multiple launch rocket system (hereinafter also referred to as MLRS) in the industrial township of Klimovo, Bryansk region[footnoteRef:52]. [52:  The militants used US-made HIMARS multiple launch rocket system. The children were in the courtyard of the house with their mother at the time of the shooting.] 

September 1, 2023. Kievsky district of Donetsk came under massive shelling by the AFU. As a result, a 6-year-old girl was killed. Ilona Olkhova was playing in a playground at the time of the shelling. That day, as a result of the strikes on the cities of the Donetsk People's Republic, 23 more people were wounded, including three children[footnoteRef:53]. [53:  The militants used US-made HIMARS multiple launch rocket system.] 

September 6, 2023. The AFU shelled the Palace of Culture named after Hero of Russia Vladimir Zhoga and a music school in the town of Volnovakha. A 14-year-old boy was severely wounded as a result of shelling with cluster munitions in the city of Donetsk[footnoteRef:54]. [54:  Cluster munitions are designed specifically to increase casualties related to shelling.] 

October 5, 2023. In the Kalininsky district of the city of Gorlovka, Donetsk People's Republic, an 18-year-old boy was killed due to the detonation of a cluster munition of the AFU that did not explode earlier, and three teenagers aged 15 to 17 were severely injured, one of them died of his wounds later.
October 11, 2023. Ukrainian drone attack in the Belgorod region killed three people, including one child.
October 15, 2023. A 10-year-old boy was killed in the Kirovsky district of Donetsk as a result of detonation of a cluster munition that did not explode earlier during shelling by the AFU.
October 24, 2023. The AFU hit an apartment building in the Kalininsky district of Donetsk with the American HARM missiles[footnoteRef:55]. A 17-year-old girl was wounded. [55:  The militants used a US-made AGM-88 HARM high-velocity missile.] 

November 2023. Ukrainian militants launched a series of targeted attacks on the cities of Gorlovka and Donetsk. In the city of Gorlovka, a school and residential neighborhoods were shelled, wounding a 4-month-old child. And Ukrainian militants struck residential neighborhoods in the city of Donetsk: three children were wounded.
November 25, 2023. An 11-year-old boy was wounded as a result of a Ukrainian drone attack in the town of Yasinovataya, Donetsk People's Republic.
December 3, 2023. Nine civilians of the Donetsk People's Republic, including two children, were injured as a result of shelling by the AFU. In the Kirovsky district of Donetsk city, a 17-year-old boy was injured as a result of the AFU dropping ammunition from an unmanned aerial vehicle. A 14-year-old girl was wounded after an AFU artillery strike on the Leninsky district of Donetsk.
December 8, 2023. A 13-year-old boy was killed as a result of AFU shelling of a mine in the city of Gorlovka.
December 30, 2023. The AFU shelled the village of Kister in the Bryansk region. A 9-year-old child received shrapnel wounds. 
On the same day, AFU fighters struck the city center of Belgorod, where families with children were at the Christmas fair at that moment. As a result, five children were killed and another 17 children were injured[footnoteRef:56]. [56:  The militants used multiple rocket launchers with cluster munitions.] 

January 15, 2024. Ukrainian drones attacked the city of Voronezh. A 10-year-old girl received slash wounds from broken windows.
January 21, 2024. The AFU committed another terrorist attack. They attacked the Mercury market in the Kirovsky district of Donetsk. Twenty-eight people died and another 30 were injured, including two children.
January 31, 2024. The AFU struck a grocery store in Donetsk city. A 13-year-old girl sustained shrapnel wounds.
February 3, 2024. The AFU launched a targeted attack on a café-bakery in the city of Lisichansk, Lugansk People's Republic[footnoteRef:57]. About 40 people became victims of the attack. Among the dead were a pregnant woman and a young child[footnoteRef:58]. [57:  The militants used US-made HIMARS multiple rocket launchers.]  [58:  While the UN Secretary General condemned the strikes on the cities of Lisichansk and Belgorod, the U.S. representative to the United Nations said: "We do not have complete information about the incident in Lisichansk, but we know for sure that Russia is to blame" (the statement was made on February 5, 2024).] 

February 15, 2024. The AFU launched more than 14 strikes on residential quarters of the city of Belgorod[footnoteRef:59]. One of the shells hit the field of the stadium of school No. 42. As a result, seven people were killed, including an infant child.19 people were wounded, including four children. The dead girl was only four months old, sleeping in a stroller while walking[footnoteRef:60]. [59:  The militants used VAMPIR multiple rocket launchers manufactured in the Czech Republic.]  [60:  The Parliamentary Commission has no doubt that the strike targeted civilians, as the militants used precision weapons with specialized guidance systems.] 

February 17, 2024. Ukrainian militants hit the settlement of Panteleymonovka in the Donetsk People's Republic. A 14-year-old girl was killed and two children were wounded.
February 26, 2024. Two boys aged 10 and 11 were wounded in the village of Novaya Tavolzhanka, Belgorod region. The AFU purposefully shot residential neighborhoods.
March 3, 2024. The AFU shelled the Kalininsky district of Donetsk city. A 15-year-old teenager was wounded.
March 9, 2024. The AFU launched several strikes on the Kirovsky district of Donetsk city. Two girls aged 13 and 14 were wounded.
March 10, 2024. An 11-year-old boy exploded on landmine in the village of Luganskoye in the Donetsk People's Republic[footnoteRef:61]. [61:  The mine was deliberately installed and camouflaged in a residential neighborhood.] 

March 11, 2024, militants shelled the Soviet district of Makeyevka city. As a result, 3 children aged 4, 12 and 15 were wounded[footnoteRef:62] . [62:  Over 235 ammunitions were fired by the AFU militants on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic during this 24-hour period.] 

March 15, 2024. Militants destroyed several residential houses in Petrovsky district of Donetsk city. Three children were killed under the rubble of a private residential house: two sisters aged 2 and 16 and their 10-year-old brother. The house was destroyed to the ground.
March 18, 2024. As a result of a direct hit by a Ukrainian shell into a private home in the town of Shebekino, Belgorod region, a family of four people died: grandmother, father, mother and 17-year-old son.
March 19, 2024. The AFU shelled a private residential sector in the village of Razumnoye, Belgorod region. Two teenagers aged 14 and 15 were wounded.
March 25, 2024. A 4-year-old girl died as a result of artillery shelling in the town of Kakhovka, Kherson region.
March 27, 2024. Two children were wounded as a result of the AFU militants shooting at a civilian car in the village of Pochaevo, Belgorod region.
April 9, 2024. A 12-year-old boy died of shrapnel wounds as a result of a terrorist attack using long-range artillery shells in the working settlement of Klimovo, Bryansk region.
April 10, 2024. Three people, including two children, were killed after an explosive device from a Ukrainian drone was dropped on a car in the Kursk region.
April 12, 2024. As a result of the AFU shelling of the residential sector of the city of Tokmak in Zaporozhye region, dozens of people were severely injured. The number of dead as a result of the terrorist attack amounted to 16 people, among them three children. A total of 28 people were injured[footnoteRef:63]. [63:  The AFU militants used US-made GLSDB bombs (a large number of which are in service with the armies of NATO countries).] 

April 18, 2024. A blood transfusion station was shelled in the city of Gorlovka, Donetsk People's Republic. 9 people, including one child, were wounded.
April 25, 2024. A Ukrainian drone hit a civilian car in the village of Novokarlovka in Zaporozhye region. A man and a woman were killed and four children were left orphaned.
May 12, 2024. The AFU launched a massive strike on the city of Belgorod. The entrance of an apartment building on Shchorsa Street was damaged, house 55 was completely destroyed. 15 civilians were killed, including 2 children. Another victim later died in hospital. 25 people were injured, including a 1.5-month-old child and a 16-year-old teenager[footnoteRef:64]. On the same day[footnoteRef:65] the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation intercepted 12 missiles over the city of Belgorod[footnoteRef:66]. As a result of falling shell debris, the victims were a man, a woman and a 17-year-old girl[footnoteRef:67]. [64:  The blow was struck at 11:40 a.m.]  [65:  Between 7:50 p.m. and 8:40 p.m., a time when most of the town's residents were in their homes.]  [66:  The militants used VAMPIR multiple rocket launchers manufactured in the Czech Republic and Olha multiple rocket launchers manufactured in Ukraine.]  [67:  On this day, the headquarters of the U.S. Department of Defense declined to assess the missile strike on the city of Belgorod.] 

May 17, 2024. A Ukrainian drone attacked a car in Belgorod region. A woman and a 4-year-old child were killed.
May 25, 2024. AFU militants heavily shelled populated areas of Belgorod region. Four people were killed and 12 wounded, among them an 8-year-old boy. As a result of the terrorists' attack, residential houses, grocery stores and a school were damaged[footnoteRef:68]. [68:  The militants used weapons manufactured by the United States, the Czech Republic and Ukraine.] 

June 1, 2024. International Children's Day, a 13-year-old girl and her mother were killed as a result of the AFU terrorist strike on a private sector in the village of Novogorovka in Zaporozhye region. The woman died on the spot, the child deceased in intensive care without regaining consciousness.
June 5, 2024. As a result of the AFU artillery shelling of the village of Novozlatopol in Zaporozhye region, 11 people were injured. A 5-year-old child died of his wounds in intensive care.
Having analyzed the strikes by the Kiev regime's militants against peaceful towns and villages in Donbas, Novorossiya and the regions bordering the Special Military Operation zone, the Parliamentary Commission has established the following.
The militants strike residential neighborhoods, civilian vehicles and plant and camouflage anti-personnel mines close to the social infrastructure facilities for children and residential areas[footnoteRef:69]. Terrorists also scatter anti-personnel mines from drones in residential areas. [69:  In the summer of 2020, on the live air of the Ukrainian TV channel NewsOne, an AFU militant Yuriy Avseev confessed to the targeted shelling of civilians in Donbas. According to him, both sides of the conflict perfectly know the location of each other's positions, and targeted fire on the residential sector and children was carried out deliberately. In May 2023, a militant of the neo-Nazi Azov battalion (recognized as terrorist in the Russian Federation) confessed to shooting a civilian car labeled "children". The shooting took place in March 2022 on one of the streets of the city of Mariupol. A man, a woman and a 10-year-old girl were in the car.] 

The Kiev regime organizes sabotage attacks against children in the front-line territories, which are shocking in their cruelty. Radicals disguise homemade bombs as children's toys and throw them near objects of social infrastructure for minors. These are mostly explosives with a system of remote detonation using a radio signal or a phone call[footnoteRef:70]. According to the Russian Federal Security Service, parts for explosive devices enter Ukraine through Europe under the guise of civilian goods[footnoteRef:71]. [70:  Similar tactics were used by the U.S. Army in Vietnam in 1965-1973. The U.S. Army used children's toys with detonators.]  [71:  Statement of the Federal Security Service of Russia dated May 3, 2023.] 

The intensification of attacks by the AFU is connected with the desire of the military and political leadership of Ukraine to prove its effectiveness to the West in order to receive new financial support. During the period of intensified negotiations between representatives of the Kiev regime and Western countries, militant attacks on Russian territory are becoming more frequent[footnoteRef:72]. [72:  The popular American newspaper The New York Times adheres to the same version. Report dated December 11, 2023.] 

The Kiev regime is spreading fake reports and false information to cause public panic. Viral messages circulated on the Internet that explosive devices attached to bills or smartphones were being planted on the streets in a number of cities in the Central Russia.
The more the Armed Forces of Ukraine lose on the battlefield, the more actively they try to hit civilian objects. The strikes are carried out specifically on crowds of people. The militants are waiting for people to go out for a walk with their children on a weekend or for rush hour on weekdays.
The decision of the President of the Russian Federation to launch the SMO prevented the creation of an aggressive military dictatorship next to the Russia’s border. Now the collective West has begun to form an international terrorist private military company on the shards of Ukraine[footnoteRef:73]. [73:  The terrorist attacks in the cities of Belgorod (December 30 and February 15), Donetsk (January 21) and Lisichansk (February 3) confirm these arguments.] 

Since the beginning of the year, the AFU has fired more than 28,000 shells at the territories of the DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson regions, as well as the Russian Federation subjects bordering the zone of the SMO. Statistical analysis has shown that shelling has been increasing since March 2024 (by 33 percent compared to September 2023).
Each case of a child killed or injured is not just a statistic, but unfulfilled dreams and shattered hopes for the future of entire families. The heinous crimes of the Kiev regime against peaceful people, including children, are still being committed to this day. The number of killed, injured and orphaned children is growing. By committing infanticide, Ukraine is encroaching on Russia's most precious asset, attempting to deprive the country of its future.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___6]1.2.2 Movement of minors abroad without parental consent, abduction for the purpose of illegal adoption and exploitation, sale as organ donors
From 2014 to September 2022, about 1,600 children disappeared in the territories of Donbas controlled by the Kiev regime. At the same time, on the eve of the start of the SMO, during the period of intensified shelling of Donbas by the AFU and after the start of the SMO, representatives of the Kiev regime took children from orphanages abroad from the territories of the DPR, LPR, Kherson region and Zaporozhye region controlled by Ukraine at the time. The Co-Chair of the Parliamentary Commission and Deputy Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation repeatedly received appeals about missing children from the heads of institutions for orphans and children left without parental care and human rights activists. At present, the location of many of them, as well as their exact number, is unknown. The approximate number of children removed is about 65,000[footnoteRef:74] . [74:  According to the Parliamentary Commission's calculations based on publications in the Ukrainian mass media and open communities on the Internet.] 

In March 2022, two teenagers – 17-year-old Anastasia and 16-year-old Anatoliy – were taken from the Lugansk regional boarding school for physical education and sports in the town of Kremennaya, which was under the control of the Kiev regime at the time, by the Ukrainian side without their parents' consent. The boys were sent first to the Lviv region and then to Austria. Thanks to cooperation between the federal state authorities and the state authorities of the Lugansk People's Republic, the children were returned to their parents in January 2023 and the families were reunited[footnoteRef:75]. At the same time, the Parliamentary Commission has no information on the whereabouts of at least 30 children who were forcibly removed from the territory of the Lugansk People's Republic controlled by the Kiev regime between 2014 and 2022. At the same time, 330 out of 388 orphans and children left without parental care have returned, 27 are still held in Ukraine, and one child, according to preliminary data, is in Slovenia[footnoteRef:76]. [75:  Official statement of the Commissioner for Children's Rights in the Luhansk People's Republic dated January 13, 2023.]  [76:  Information provided by the Ombudsman for Children's Rights in the Luhansk People's Republic.] 

In March 2022, about 56 orphans were taken to the UK from 5 orphanages that were located in the territories occupied by the Kiev regime. The decision to issue the correspondent visas was made personally by the head of the British Foreign Office Mary Elizabeth Truss. Three international non-governmental organizations registered in the UK, Israel and Ukraine participated in the procedure of drawing up documents for transportation of children to the UK[footnoteRef:77]. [77:  These data with evidence were voiced by the Russian side during the UN Security Council meeting on the "Arria formula", which took place on November 10, 2023.] 

On March 29, 2022, representatives of the Kiev regime kidnapped 85 children from boarding school No. 40 in the city of Artemovsk. The children were taken away by the Spanish Air Force. The Parliamentary Commission managed to establish the location of the children. Since April 2022, they were under the supervision of the social services of the city of Salamanca, and since September 2022 – under the care of the social services of the city of Valladolid. The children were later distributed to different social services[footnoteRef:78]. [78:  This is the testimony of Polish human rights activist Joanna Pachwieciewicz.] 

In May 2022, with the participation of members of the Parliamentary Commission, an attempt to take children from the city of Kherson abroad was prevented. The director of an institution for orphans and children left without parental care, who was going to take the children out, fled abroad[footnoteRef:79]. [79:  The attempt to remove children from the city of Kherson was prevented thanks to the intervention of the Co-Chair of the Parliamentary Commission, Deputy Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation A.Y. Kuznetsova, Head of the Republic of Crimea S.V. Aksenov, Head of the Republic of Crimea S.V. Aksenov, Senator of the Russian Federation from Kherson region I.Y. Kuznetsova, the Head of the Republic of Crimea S.V. Aksenov, Senator of the Russian Federation from the Kherson region I.Yu. Kastukevich, public authorities of the Kherson region and the Republic of Crimea.] 

Child abductions take place under the guise of evacuation, which is supervised by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. On March 7, 2023, a decree on the forced evacuation of children was adopted, which provided for the possibility of forcibly removing children from their parents and legal caregivers[footnoteRef:80]. [80:  According to the Parliamentary Commission, the adoption of the resolution was lobbied by the Ukrainian deputy prime minister and minister for the reintegration of temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine, I.A. Vereshchuk.] 

This decree violates the principle of consistency. On the one hand, it states that evacuation will be carried out if a child is "accompanied by one of the parents" (ukr. "за супроводом одного з батьків"). On the other hand, it uses an ornate formula – "compulsory evacuation in a compulsory manner" (ukr. "обов’язкова евакуація у примусовий спосіб"). In practice, children are taken away even against the wishes of their parents, who are then not informed about the child's whereabouts. People are forcibly taken to places they do not want to go.
Ukrainian paramilitary organizations "White Angel" and "Phoenix" take children to the UK by deceitful means. They use a false pretext – placement of children in educational organizations. These militants intimidate local administrations, conduct house searches without authorization from the court or the prosecutor's office, and issue new documents to children. The perpetrators hand out humanitarian aid to the children themselves, thus gaining their trust. The perpetrators receive two thousand dollars for each stolen child. The curator of the network is a former employee of the SBU[footnoteRef:81]. [81:  Testimony of V.N. Prozorov, ex-officer of the Security Service of Ukraine.] 

According to the accounts of eyewitness, in March 2023, on the basis of a resolution adopted by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the municipal civil-military administration of the cities of Slavyansk and Artemovsk, which were under the control of the Kiev regime at the time, forcibly "evacuated" children to the western regions of Ukraine – Cherkassy and Lviv oblasts. The caregivers and custodians of orphans who refused to leave the city were threatened to be deprived of their custody rights, and the children in their care were forcibly taken away.
The Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights in the Donetsk People's Republic has evidence of the forced removal of children from the city of Artemovsk by the "White Angel" special unit of the Ukrainian police. According to eyewitnesses, the "White Angel" organization, under the guise of humanitarian aid, distributed toys and sweets to children and then forcibly removed the children from the city. Citizens had to hide their children. According to preliminary data, employees of this organization took several hundred children, including orphans, out of the city of Artemovsk.
The investigative bodies of the Russian Federation have at their disposal audio recordings of telephone conversations in which the director of school No. 5 in Artemovsk, Vladimir Prosnyak, instructs his subordinates to provide law enforcement officials with information about children who remained on the territory of the city and who are undergoing distance learning for their forced evacuation. Similar information was collected at schools No. 10, 24 and 12 in Artemovsk.
A testimony of Artemovsk resident Mykola Opanasenko: "They don't really persuade. They immediately create conditions for parents to leave: they take away their children. I, for example, was beaten with a rifle butt because I did not want to take my child out[footnoteRef:82]". His wife and child were forcibly taken out of the city. The man remained in the city of Artemovsk. Mykola has no contact to his relatives, does not know what happened to them and where they are. [82:  The information appeared on the Internet even before the Parliamentary Commission started its work. It was first published by the online publication "Site of the Fifth Channel (5-tv.ru)" in a message dated April 10, 2023.] 

There are cases of illegal export to Ukraine of refugee children, orphans and children left without parental care who have arrived in the territory of the Russian Federation. For example, in April 2023, representatives of the Save Ukraine Foundation (headed by former Ukrainian Presidential Commissioner for Children's Rights N. Kuleba) offered several families of Ukrainian refugees who were in Crimea after the outbreak of hostilities assistance in taking them to the Baltic States, guaranteeing complete safety of travel. At the same time, parents and children had to travel separately. After the parents traveled to the specified route through the territory of Russia, representatives of the Foundation fraudulently transported a group of children to the city of Kherson under the Ukrainian control. The foundation made a propaganda video about the "atrocities and humiliation" to which the children were allegedly subjected in Crimea. As a result, the children were in fact abandoned in the war zone.
On May 30, 2023, O. Gurulya, a Ukrainian citizen, was detained in the city of Moscow for planning to take children without parental care out of the reunited constituent entities of the Russian Federation. The Ukrainian citizen confessed to cooperating with the Save Ukraine Foundation and said that the children were planned to be taken to Germany. On June 1, 2023, it turned out that it was a full-fledged operation of the Ukrainian security services. We are not talking about one detainee, but about seven Ukrainian citizens arrested in Russia, who arrived on the assignment of the SBU. The removed children were to give interviews when they returned to Ukraine. The main purpose of the activities of the above-mentioned foundation is to vilify Russia, to maximize the "rocking" of the topic of the alleged abduction of children by Russia and their miraculous return home[footnoteRef:83]. [83:  The Parliamentary Commission also received information about the persecution of parents who voluntarily sent their children on vacation to health resorts in southern Russia and who, due to changes in the front line, were unable to return home in time.] 

The Darknet hosts information on the sale of children. For example, a vacancy for carriers of Ukrainian children to Europe appeared on the Polish free website Oglaszamy24. It was posted by the Lion market, well-known trading platform in the Darknet network, which sells drugs, fake identities, fake money and documents, and hacker services. Criminals are looking for people from 30 to 55 years old without criminal records, and the salary promises 10 thousand zlotys (about 230,000 rubles). In this regard, one may conclude that there is an active professional international network of child kidnappers patronized by some Western countries and the Kiev regime.
In August 2023, using the same scheme as in Artemovsk and Sloviansk, the forced evacuation of Russian-speaking children from the city of Kupyansk in the Kharkov region of Ukraine was carried out with the participation of the "White Angel" organization. The children were taken to other districts. Adults were offered to follow the children. If they refused, the children were taken away.
According to information from the Commissioner for Human Rights in the Russian Federation, in Zaporozhye region, 42 children were taken from the Melitopol regional center for social and psychological rehabilitation to Ukraine, 40 children were taken from the Mirnensky regional center for social and psychological rehabilitation of children to Poland, and 34 children were taken from the Polohovsky regional center for social and psychological rehabilitation to the Netherlands. Up to 130 children were taken to Italy from Berdyansk sanatorium-type boarding school for orphans and children left without parental care. Already in August 2023, Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister I. Vereshchuk announced the forced evacuation of 54 children from 5 settlements in the Vasilievsky and Polohovsky districts of Zaporozhye region, controlled by the Kiev regime[footnoteRef:84]. [84:  Readovka's Telegram feed, August 28, 2023.] 

In September 2023, the Ukrainian authorities began partial evacuation of families with children from 30 settlements in the part of Kherson region under their control.
The Kiev regime cooperates with a number of non-governmental organizations registered in Spain that help to transfer children from territories controlled by the Kiev regime to Europe and then to other parts of the world. 
There are indications that the non-governmental organization Milagros del corazón is involved in child trafficking. English version of the organization's website has been removed, but the Spanish version, registered in Argentina, continues to operate. There are reports that the criminals ask at least 18,000 dollars for one child[footnoteRef:85]. [85:  Testimony of Mira Tatrade, head of the Anti-Repression Foundation, delivered at the UN Security Council meeting on the Arria Formula on November 10, 2023.] 

Scandinavian and Baltic countries feature a special scheme for removing children from refugee families. Social services take away children, citing inadequate living conditions. Cases of subsequent sale of children are known: evacuated children from Kirovograd region of Ukraine were sold in Lithuania. At the same time, the Lithuanian Prosecutor General's Office conducted a pre-trial investigation, but the Lithuanian police refused to register the statements of human rights activists[footnoteRef:86]. [86:  Statement of the Lithuanian General Prosecutor's Office dated April 1, 2023.] 

According to an analysis of publications and statements by officials of European Union countries, Ukraine and the State authorities of the new constituent entities of the Russian Federation, some 23,000 unaccompanied children arrived in European Union countries. For example, 739 unaccompanied children entered Portugal, 1,043 entered Belgium, 5,042 entered Italy, and about 500 children were taken to Poland and Israel[footnoteRef:87]. [87:  According to a number of testimonies, the transportation of children to Poland and Israel was carried out by Ukraine's non-governmental organization Ukraine Without Orphans.] 

In the course of the investigation, the members of the Parliamentary Commission came across the egregious crimes, such as medical experiments on children and the so called "black transplantology".
Experiments on children were conducted in the hospitals of Lisichansk city. Authorized agencies are already investigating the case. Children were also subject to medical experiments in Severodonetsk and Rubezhnoye. Mobile groups of bioengineers were working in the cities, using mobile operating settings and thermal containers. They were constantly accompanied by foreign private military companies.
At the same time, there is information about the work of mobile operating centers in the cities of Kharkov and Dnipro, where children taken from Donbas can end up.
The Parliamentary Commission received information about experiments on children in the psychiatric department of the hospital in Mariupol. Children from 0 to 11 years of age were used in the interests of the western pharmaceutical companies (including 8 countries). They were injected with experimental drugs, the effectiveness of which was evaluated according to the standards of the American College of Rheumatologists.
At the same time, according to Igor Anatolyevich Kirillov, Head of the Radiation, Chemical and Biological Protection Troops of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation has at its disposal documents confirming "the State Department's participation in the "Biosecurity Enhancement Program" (initiated by Barack Hussein Obama)[footnoteRef:88]. The priority areas of the program are the Middle East, Southeast Asia, Africa and Ukraine. Documents obtained by the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation confirm the involvement of non-profit organizations and pharmaceutical companies by the U.S. State Department in illegal biological developments. [88:  Statement by Igor Anatolievich Kirillov, Chief of the Radiation, Chemical and Biological Protection Troops of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, dated October 9, 2023.] 

At the same time, according to the official data of the World Health Organization, about 10 percent of transplants in the world are believed to be illegal transplants[footnoteRef:89]. Taking into account the facts obtained during the investigation, the Parliamentary Commission will send an appeal to the WHO with a proposal to investigate these circumstances. [89:  Information from the 2022 annual report of the World Health Organization.] 

According to a number of media reports, since 2014, special medical brigades equipped with the latest technology have been operating in the zone of contact with the Donetsk People's Republic and the Lugansk People's Republic, harvesting healthy organs from killed and wounded fighters and then shipping the containers to Europe and the United States of America. 
Mobile crematoria, which were brought to Ukraine from Germany, helped to hide the traces of crimes. In 2014-2015, in the zone of the so-called anti-terrorist operation of Ukraine, the illegal business of selling organs to the West was supervised by the wife of the former Georgian President M. Saakashvili, Sandra Roelofs[footnoteRef:90]. [90:  Reported by the online portal Weekly Star on September 12, 2022.] 

On May 29, 2023, in the city of Mariupol, hundreds of medical records of children with healthy organs were found in the Red Cross office. Moreover, these were completely healthy children, as there was no information about diseases. The medical records also contained information about the parents. It is likely that the organization was engaged in the selection of donors for organ transplantation in European countries. Many facts speak in favor of this. In addition, there are fears that in addition to children's organs, biomaterial from live cells was required for transplantation to enhance the contagiousness and pathogenicity of viruses being developed in the U.S. biological laboratories, which left Donbas and Novorossiya in a hurry after the start of the SMO[footnoteRef:91]. [91:  Reports from the Serbian news magazine "Pechat. Serbia" dated April 5, 2023.] 

In June 2023, following the initiation of a parliamentary investigation into criminal acts against minors by the Kiev regime, a man who sold children aged 1 to 2 for organs to Europe was detained in western Ukraine. He was detained near the checkpoint "Malye Selmentsy" on the Ukrainian-Slovak border after a woman, from whom he tried to buy a child, reported the case to the police. It is known that the criminal managed to make at least three transactions of that kind[footnoteRef:92]. [92:  Reported by the news site Lenta.ru on June 25, 2023.] 

Ukraine is one of the main sources of international child adoption for the United States and Europe. Surrogacy business is established in the country (including through the BioTexCom reproductive center, which has a "convenient" bunker for waiting adoption clients, birth mothers and infants in its location[footnoteRef:93]). The Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation said that a secret network for the sale of children abroad has been operating in Ukraine since 2014. Heads of large clinics in the cities of Kharkov and Kiev are among the suspects. According to him, the Ukrainian prosecutor's office revealed 8 cases of selling children; another 40 episodes are being checked. [93:  Statement of the Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation dated July 31, 2023.] 

[bookmark: __RefHeading___7]1.2.3 Crimes against sexual inviolability
In Ukraine, children are being sold abroad, where they fall into the hands of pedophiles[footnoteRef:94]. The Western press also writes about the sexual slavery of Ukrainian children. [94:  Interview of former SBU officer Vasily Prozorov to the Argumenty i Fakty publication: "This is a commodity. Ukraine was accused of selling children to British pedophiles" // "Argumenty i Fakty", September 22, 2023.] 

At the same time, members of the Parliamentary Commission visited a torture room in the town of Lisichansk, where militants of neo-Nazi battalions raped minors, as well as a lyceum in the town of Schastye, whose director provided underage girls for the militants of the "Aidar" battalion to commit unlawful acts against their persons[footnoteRef:95]. [95:  The crime scenes were inspected by the co-chair of the Parliamentary Commission, Deputy Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation A.Y. Kuznetsova. Kuznetsova.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk164456527]On May 30, 2023, it became known about the detention in Poland of a Ukrainian citizen, a 53-year-old woman named Svitlana P., who was trafficking Ukrainian children to pedophiles from Germany. The woman arrived from the town of Sinelnikovo, Dnepropetrovsk region, in March 2022 with 10 children aged 4 to 16 years. According to the children, they were beaten and sold to clients from Germany. Each meeting would take 20 minutes, during which the pedophiles abused the children, and Svetlana timed the "sessions" and received money. The Polish Gazeta Wyborcza wrote about this blatant case[footnoteRef:96]. [96:  "Children in exchange for shells: Zelensky's wife set up a deadly business for Ukraine". Tsargrad/Tsargrad online edition, November 18, 2023.] 

170 Ukrainian teenagers have been reported missing in the Netherlands. Another 159 orphans were "evacuated" from southern Ukraine to the Republic of Türkiye, but their trail has been lost. Former U.S. Army Colonel D. Macgregor suggested in a video interview that dozens of thousands of children from Ukraine have been smuggled out for the Western pedophile market[footnoteRef:97]. [97:  Ukraine.ru online edition, May 22, 2023.] 

In November 2023, the American outlet The Intel Drop issued an investigation report claiming that a humanitarian fund established by the first lady of Ukraine Olena Zelenska was involved in the sale of underage orphans to pedophiles. The author of the scandalous investigation is a world-renowned journalist Jessica Devlin[footnoteRef:98]. [98:  "Children in exchange for shells: Zelensky's wife set up a deadly business for Ukraine" // Tsargrad/Tsargrad network edition, November 18, 2023.] 

The parliamentary inquiry was also able to uncover details of children being held in sexual slavery.
Kiev elite club CHI ("Chi") is used to provide Ukrainian orphans for "rent" for pedophiles. Such data was voiced by a Nigerian citizen James Obasi, who is an ex-employee of the club. The club is located in Kiev at the address: Parkovaya road, 16a.
Deals with representatives of pedophile communities from Europe and the United States of America take place at sections of the Ukrainian-Polish border. The price for 1 child can reach up to 150 thousand US dollars. A whole secret network of "elite pedophilia" thrives in Ukraine, being a basis for sex slavery of infants.
The Kiev-based organization GorSadKiev uses Ukrainian orphans to create LGBT content. The company organizes exhibitions of LGBT photos with obscene content featuring Ukrainian orphans. They have already taken place in Austria, USA, Sweden, Canada, Lithuania and Germany. Part of the content is sold to elite outlets in the fashion industry to promote LGBT trends.
Law enforcing authorities detained an employee of the Save Ukraine foundation, who was preparing the trafficking of orphans abroad from the liberated regions.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___8]1.2.4 Intentionally endangering the life of minors during hostilities
Ukraine is actively using terrorist methods of work against the civilian population. In the course of hostilities, the Kiev regime is constantly deliberately endangering the life and health of minors. Forcible detention in the zone of active hostilities is being carried out. Numerous facts are known of Ukraine blocking the "green corridors" and shooting civilian vehicles attempting to leave the "red zone" through checkpoints. Peaceful citizens, including families with children, are being used as human shields.
Thus, in March 2022, in violation of article 18 of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), as well as its Additional Protocol of June 8, 1977, servicemen of the AFU and volunteer nationalist battalions targeted a maternity hospital on Pashkovsky Street in the city of Mariupol in the Donetsk People's Republic. Having placed equipment and heavy weapons on the territory of the maternity hospital, they seized and forcibly held at least 100 civilians, including pregnant women and at least 40 minors, using them as hostages and human shields. A criminal case has been initiated on this fact.
In the spring of 2022, a militant of the nationalist Azov battalion, Yulia Paevskaya (call sign "Taira"), tried to leave the Azovstal plant in the city of Mariupol disguised as a mother of two children whose parents she had killed in front of their eyes. At one of the checkpoints, while checking documents, Russian servicemen noticed the strange behavior of the children: they were intimidated. Paevskaya was detained and exposed. The children later confessed that the militant had threatened them with violence[footnoteRef:99]. [99:  Telegram channel "Donbas decides," April 11, 2024.] 

According to an eyewitness, Olga Zhigalova, in March 2022, in the city of Mariupol, the Ukrainian military placed a tank in the courtyard of a residential building on Kuindzhi Street, across the guardianship facility where orphaned children aged 1114 were staying. From this position, they were firing and engaged in hostilities, thereby jeopardizing the lives of the children.
In March 2023, in the village of Sushany, Bryansk region, members of a Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance group took hostage local residents, including children.
In April 2023, Russian servicemen took 11-year-old Milania out of the town of Artemovsk under sniper fire. Both the girl herself and the fighters who accompanied her claim that a sniper stayed in a nine-story building and shot deliberately at the child during the evacuation. The girl was covered from the shelling with body armor[footnoteRef:100]. [100:  "Argumenty i Fakty," April 12, 2023.] 

Means and methods of warfare (as well as types of weapons) prohibited by international treaties are used against civilians during the hostilities. The Armed Forces of Ukraine are shelling populated areas of the DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye region, Kherson region and other regions of Russia with cluster munitions, including anti-personnel mines, in violation of the Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby Traps and Other Devices to the 1980 The Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. The strikes are aimed at civilian objects, urban, school and private transport, vehicles of medical and rescue services, crowds of civilians (at public transport stops, shopping areas and others) using multiple rocket launchers supplied by the members of NATO and countries of the European Union, as well as unmanned aerial vehicles.
The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation has established facts of the use of anti-personnel mines by representatives of the Ukrainian armed forces against civilians. The landmines are scattered from UAVs near social infrastructure facilities and along urban transportation routes. As a result, children are injured.
These facts have to be recognized in the UN as well. In particular, Mark Hiznay, a member of the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research, stated that he had "strong reasons to believe that Ukraine violated the 1997 Ottawa Treaty banning anti-personnel mines during the fighting in Izyum in 2022[footnoteRef:101]". [101:  This is a violation of Articles 1, 4 and 5 of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction of September 18, 1997.] 

On 30 December 2023, an act of terrorism unprecedented in its cynicism and cruelty was committed: the Kiev regime attacked residential quarters in the city of Belgorod with multiple rocket launchers. To increase the area of destruction and the number of victims, Ukraine’s militants used cluster munitions. As a result of the planned shelling, 25 civilians were killed, including five children. The total number of casualties is 109, including 17 minors. The main blow came at the Christmas Fair, where parents with children were at the time[footnoteRef:102]. Russia's Western UN colleagues did not condemn this war crime. Moreover, the Foreign Ministry of France justified it, calling the attack an exercise of the right to self-defense. The secretariat of the UN Secretary-General said that it condemns all attacks on cities, towns and villages both in Ukraine and the Russian Federation: "Attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure violate international humanitarian law, are unacceptable and must stop". [102:  Telegram channel "RT in Russian", January 1, 2024.] 

To maximize the casualties among civilians, such attacks are supported by combat drones and MLRSs, whose strikes are guided by corrective drones. The attacks occur almost simultaneously or rapidly following each other. Private and public transportation and vehicles of rescue services (medical teams, employees of the Russian Ministry of Emergency Situations, repair teams), which arrive to help the victims, are shelled. In the first three months of 2024, 6 ambulance crews, 15 employees of the Russian Ministry of Emergency Situations, and 5 employees of public utilities suffered from Ukrainian UAV raids[footnoteRef:103]. As a result of the actions of Ukrainian drone operators, the route between Donetsk and Gorlovka has literally become a "road of death" littered with the remains of burned civilian vehicles. [103:  Digest of the Ambassador-at-Large of the Russian Foreign Ministry on the crimes of the Kiev regime R.V. Miroshnik "The Most Resonant Facts of the Kiev Regime's Crimes. January – March 2024" // Telegram channel of the Foreign Ministry of the Russian Federation, April 5, 2024.] 

According to the information received from the state authorities of the Donetsk People's Republic, the Lugansk People's Republic, the Republic of Crimea, the Kherson region, the Zaporozhye region and the constituent entities of the Russian Federation bordering on the zone of the SMO, as well as the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, 5,328 civilians, including 300 minors, have been killed and at least 10,473 civilians have been injured (more than 531 of them children and adolescents). The above mentioned data constitutes a part of the criminal case on the use of prohibited means and methods of warfare in Donbas. In the Lugansk People's Republic alone, 58 children were killed and 182 wounded. In total, more than 130,000 people, including 24,150 minors, have been recognized as victims in criminal investigations. All these victims are a part of the consequences of blatant violations of the rules for the conduct of military actions on the part of the Kiev regime.
Reports of Ukrainian army strikes on civilian objects are received daily, and new names don’t cease to appear in the list of killed and wounded children.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___9]1.2.5. Violation of social rights: to health care, education, spiritual, moral and physical development; leaving children without care and guardianship after their parents’ arrest
According to the data collected by the Parliamentary Commission, a significant number of children (114,554 children) from Donbas, Novorossiya, Crimea, and other Russian regions bordering Ukraine encountered violations of their social rights (71,090 in Donetsk People's Republic, 21,348 in Lugansk People's Republic, 4,956 in the Republic of Crimea, 2,252 in the Bryansk region, 11,901 in the Belgorod region, 3007 in the Kursk region). These children did not receive medical care, were deprived of the opportunity to attend school or a kindergarten, and did not have normal conditions for socialization[footnoteRef:104].  [104:  Co-chairman of the Parliamentary Commission, Deputy Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation A.Yu. Kuznetsova held a meeting with children from Donbas, who for the first time in many years were able to go to school in offline.
2 “Proactive War: How the Russian Language was being Destroyed in Ukraine” // RIA Novosti, June 10, 2022.] 

For many years in Ukraine discriminatory policies have been pursued against the Russian-speaking population, the Russian language and the Russian culture. Open persecution of the Russian language in Ukraine began after the Euromaidan of 2014. In 2018, the law “On the Fundamentals of the State Language Policy,” which had been in force since 2012 and provided a special status for the Russian language in those regions where it was spoken by a significant part of the population, was declared inconsistent with the Constitution of Ukraine. In 2016, amendments to the law “On Television and Radio Broadcasting” were adopted, which established language quotas for television and radio broadcasts in Russian. Since 2017, the national television channels have been broadcasting exclusively in Ukrainian. At the same time, educational services in Russian started gradually being eradicated; and this process was finalized in 2020.
Since 2022, fines have been imposed on individuals and legal entities for using the Russian language in any field of activity[footnoteRef:105]. That is, currently the Russian-speaking population of Ukraine, including children, are prohibited from learning their native language and the Russian cultural heritage, from expressing their opinions and communicating in their native language in public places. [105: ] 

This is clearly demonstrated in the situation that arose in the city of Severodonetsk (a place where the majority of the population were Russian speakers) during the period when it was part of Ukraine (currently it is a city in the Lugansk People's Republic). There, children from Russian-speaking families were prohibited from speaking their native language in schools. According to Nikita Degtyarev, a graduate of one of the city’s educational institutions, the Russian language practically was not taught at school. Teachers reprimanded students in front of the whole class for speaking Russian, and if such a situation occurred again, the students’ parents were summoned to the director. Denunciations against those who spoke Russian were encouraged.[footnoteRef:106] [106:  Radiosputnik.ru, August 28, 2022.] 

In addition, preventive medical examinations (check-ups) conducted in the Donetsk People's Republic, the Lugansk People's Republic, the Zaporozhye region and the Kherson region from November 1 to May 31, 2023, showed that before they became part of the Russian Federation, the quality of medical care for the child population in these regions had been very poor. During the above period, 338 thousand children were examined. More than half of them were diagnosed for the first time in their lives. Additional examination and hospital treatment were recommended for 12.5 thousand children, including scheduled surgical treatment for more than 7 thousand children. High-tech medical assistance was provided to more than 2,700 children[footnoteRef:107]. [107:  According to the information of the Minister of Health of the Russian Federation M.A. Murashko, announced at a meeting of the Parliamentary Commission on December 18, 2023.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk169810799]Facts of the death of children caused by the Ukrainian Armed Forces blocking the work of ambulances were recorded. [footnoteRef:108] [108:  Information agency "Inforos", June 22, 2023.] 

In October 2014, former President of Ukraine P.A. Poroshenko outlined his policy towards the younger generations of Donbas: "... while our children will go to schools and kindergartens, their children (the children of Donbas) will rot in the basements." The current Kiev regime continues to follow the set course.
During its investigation of criminal cases, the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation received information about 46 cases of use for military purposes by Ukrainian military personnel of the premises of kindergartens, schools, gymnasiums and boarding schools in the settlements of the DPR, the LPR, the Zaporozhye region and the Kherson region, as well as in the Kharkov region of Ukraine, in March – April, 2022. Inspections of the incident sites discovered damage to 128 schools and kindergartens in the cities of Mariupol, Severodonetsk, and Rubezhnoye.
Due to continuous shelling from Ukraine, the school winter holidays in the 2023–2024 academic year were extended by 10 days for schoolchildren in 10 districts of the Belgorod region bordering Ukraine and the city of Belgorod[footnoteRef:109]. Forced holidays had been previously introduced in the Kursk region and the Bryansk region. [109:  TASS, January 4, 2024] 

On May 23, 2024, schoolchildren began sitting for the Unified State Exam (USE) (Order of the Ministry of Education of Russia and Rosobrnadzor dated December 18, 2023 No. 953/2116). This year, in the liberated regions, more than 21 thousand schoolchildren are graduating from the 11th grade (21,057 people). Many of the students will take the Unified State Exam.
The Ministry of Education of Russia has already decreed that in a number of regions directly bordering the SMO zone, graduates will have the right to enroll in higher educational institutions either based on the results of the Unified State Exam, or also on the basis of their actual academic performance and the results of entrance exams.
In the EU countries many Ukrainian children do not attend school at all (about 50 percent according to various estimates); on the other hand, Russia ensures the constitutional right of children to education by 100 percent. At the same time, some graduates still fear that the organization of graduation procedures and the admissions campaign will be in jeopardy, given the ongoing shelling.
At the same time, the militants are destroying social infrastructure for children. The UN recognized only 212 cases of attacks by the Ukrainian Armed Forces on schools and hospitals, but even these cases are in direct violation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, a document to which 193 states of the world are parties, including Ukraine.
Meanwhile, in the DPR alone, from February 17, 2022 to April 15, 2024, 14,129 residential buildings were damaged, as well as 3,595 civil infrastructure facilities, of which 211 were medical facilities, 726 educational units, 1476 social security facilities, 129 critical infrastructure facilities, 1054 electricity, water, heat and gas supply facilities[footnoteRef:110]. [110:  Telegram channel of the DPR representative office in the JCCC, April 15, 2024.] 

In addition, by the end of 2023, more than 600 structures out of the educational system facilities in the DPR, the LPR, the Zaporozhye region and the Kherson region, which were commissioned and actually began operating as of September 1, 2022, were again destroyed. Medical premises, libraries, schools and kindergartens that were repaired, restored and equipped are being repeatedly attacked.
On July 3, 2023, the village of Troitskoye in the Kursk region, came under fire from the Ukrainian Armed Forces. The windows of the local school were shattered.
On July 4, 2023, a missile strike from an MLRS damaged social facilities in the city of Makeyevka in the Donetsk People's Republic. Multi-apartment residential buildings, the hospital complex, and school and kindergarten buildings were hit.
On July 5, 2023, the Ukrainian Armed Forces attacked the village of Tetkino in the Kursk region. Total 12 hits. School No. 2 was severely damaged.
[bookmark: _Hlk169765323]On July 16, 2023, a missile strike by the Ukrainian Armed Forces completely destroyed the only educational facility in the village of Stulnevo in the Zaporozhye region.
On August 16, 2023, the Ukrainian Armed Forces attacked the village of Kurshanovichi in the Bryansk region, damaging 5 houses, the school and the House of Culture building[footnoteRef:111]. [111:  RIA Novosti, August 16, 2023.] 

On August 29, 2023, the school building in the village of Klimovo in the Bryansk Region was damaged during shelling by the Ukrainian Armed Forces[footnoteRef:112].  [112:  Vesti, August 29, 2023.] 

On September 11, 2023, an attack by the Ukrainian Armed Forces on the city of Donetsk demolished the roof and broke window panes in the building of kindergarten No. 314.
On September 13, 2023, kindergarten No. 2 in the village of Urazovo, Belgorod Region, was shelled[footnoteRef:113]. [113:  mash.ru site, September13, 2023.] 

On September 29, 2023, the school in the village of Dorogoshch in the Belgorod Region was damaged during an attack. [footnoteRef:114] [114:  "Rossiyskaya Gazeta", September 29, 2023.] 

On October 9, 2023, in the city of Makeevka, a school where classes were being held at that time came under fire. The windows in the building were broken by the blast wave[footnoteRef:115]. [115:  Telegram channel "Mash in Donbas", October 9, 2023.] 

On January 1, 2024, the first shell hit the city of Donetsk 10 minutes after the new year came in. In total there were 15 hits on New Year's Eve, and on January 1 – 226 incidents of shelling. For several days, terrorists were attacking the Donetsk Technical School of Industrial Automation, Donetsk schools No. 9 and No. 62 and kindergartens No. 262, No. 305 and No. 327, clinical hospital No. 6, a school and a kindergarten in the city of Gorlovka. This is in violation of Article 18 of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War dated August 12, 1949.
On January 7, 2024, on the day of the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, the Nazis attacked residential buildings in the city of Donetsk. Blocks in the Kuibyshevsky district were left without electricity, gas and water supply. On January 12 and 13, the terrorists attacked ambulance stations in the cities of Donetsk and Gorlovka. A paramedic and a patient were killed, and three doctors and a driver were wounded. This is in violation of Article 12 of the Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, relating to the protection of victims of international armed conflicts, dated June 8, 1977 (Protocol I).
On January 12, 2024, a UAV attack caused damage to the power infrastructure facilities in the city of Gorlovka. As a result of this strike and repeated shelling of the ambulance team that came to assistance, a power engineer and a medical worker were killed and 8 people were wounded, including three doctors.
On January 20, 2024, in Gorlovka, as a result of shelling, 31 civilian facilities were damaged, including the Civil Registry Office building, kindergartens No. 13 and No. 15, school No. 8, gymnasium No. 65, the dormitory and the educational building of the Gorlovka College of Municipal Economy, the workshops and the educational building of Gorlovka Multidisciplinary College No. 37, the Book Palace store, the City Palace of Children and Youth Creativity, etc.
On March 6, 2024, as a result of attacks by the Ukrainian Armed Forces, the Malyutka kindergarten in the city of Kremennaya in the Lugansk People's Republic was destroyed. By sheer luck no one was hurt. Another 5 kindergartens were also damaged.
On March 10, 2024, a massive attack was carried out on social facilities in the city of Donetsk. 14 multistorey buildings, hospital No. 27, schools No. 30, No. 88, No. 112, gymnasium No. 92, kindergarten No. 170 were damaged.
On March 12, 2024, the militants attacked a residential building, a kindergarten, a technical school and a hospital in the city of Shebekino in the Belgorod region.
On March 27, 2024, the militants attacked the city of Belgorod. Outpatient clinics No. 7 and No. 8, the Regional Children's Clinical Hospital, kindergartens No. 19 and No. 72, a private kindergarten and school No. 40 were shelled. This time there were no casualties.
On May 15, 2024, as a result of shelling by the Ukrainian Armed Forces in the cities of the Donetsk People's Republic, the Republican Oncology Center named after Professor G.V. Bondar, Central City Clinical Hospital No. 16 of the city of Donetsk, multistorey apartment buildings (along Kedrin Street and Bagration Street) were damaged. There were fires in private residential buildings (along Khlebodarnaya Street) [footnoteRef:116]. [116:  JCCC data as of May 15, 2024.] 

The terrorists used American multiple launch rocket systems and cluster munitions. And on May 16, 2024, US-made guided missiles were used for the first time against civilians in the city of Makeyevka[footnoteRef:117]. [117:  Statement by the head of the Donetsk People's Republic D.V. Pushilin dated May 16, 2024.] 

The Ukrainian Armed Forces set up headquarters, warehouses and repair workshops in the basements of schools, kindergartens and hospitals. The militants hide behind children – this is a typical terrorist tactic. This is in violation of Article 52 of the Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, relating to the protection of victims of international armed conflicts, dated 8 June 1977 (Protocol I).
Since the beginning of 2024, the militants have shelled peaceful cities and towns of the Donetsk People's Republic, the Lugansk People's Republic, the Zaporozhye region, the Kherson region and regions directly bordering the zone of SMO military action more than 28 thousand times. The weapons and ammunition used to kill and maim civilians are overwhelmingly Western-made and supplied by the Ramstein group and NATO – from long-range British and French Storm Shadow and Scalp missiles to NATO 155 mm caliber shells and homemade drones assembled from foreign components and ammunition. In total, from January 1 to March 31, 2024, 922 civilians in Russian regions suffered from attacks by the Ukrainian militants. Of these, 201 people were killed. During the same time, 59 children were injured, 11 of them died. The youngest child who died was only 4 months old.
The shelling of peaceful cities and towns does not stop.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___10]1.2.6. Imposed economic and humanitarian blockade on the Donetsk People's Republic, the Lugansk People's Republic, the Republic of Crimea, as well as commitment of humanitarian sabotage against residents of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation bordering on the zone of the Special Military Operation
In violation of the UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of December 9, 1948, Ukraine has created conditions for the Russian-speaking population of Donbas intended for their physical elimination. In addition to massive shelling, the region was subjected to an economic, food, transport and water blockade, its power and gas supplies were disrupted, and its engineering infrastructure was destroyed. Residents, including children, were devoid of basic social and medical assistance. The Kiev regime did everything to disrupt the peaceful way of life in the territories reunited with Russia and cause maximum damage to their social and economic development and the well-being of their citizens.
The Russian Federation records numerous facts of the purposeful destruction of social and engineering infrastructure by the Ukrainian Armed Forces (residential buildings, educational, healthcare, culture and sports facilities, water and gas pipelines, power lines, etc.). These actions of the Kiev regime have signs of international terrorism and are in violation of Article 12 of the Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, relative to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts, dated June 8, 1977 (Protocol I) and Article 18 of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, dated August 12, 1949.
On July 20, 2023, as a result of a Ukrainian drone strike on the urban settlement of Razdolnoye in the Republic of Crimea, 4 administrative buildings were damaged.
On December 25, 2023, as a result of a Ukrainian strike on the city of Gorlovka (DPR), the large Galaktika shopping mall burned to the ground.
On January 7, 2024, on the holiday of the Nativity of Christ, residential buildings in the city of Donetsk were shelled, and blocks of the Kuybyshev district were left without electricity, gas and water supply.
On January 17, as a result of shelling of populated areas in the city of Yasinovataya in the Donetsk People's Republic, the city partially lost power, the water-pumping station was shut down, and about 600 uses were left without power supply.
On February 15, the Prince Vladimir shopping mall was destroyed by a direct hit from a Czech-made VAMPIR multiple launch rocket system in the Belgorod region. The diameter of the fragments spray was so large that 23 apartment buildings and 52 private residential buildings, as well as 90 civilian vehicles were damaged.
On March 6, 2024, the attacks by the Ukrainian Armed Forces on the city of Kremennaya in the Lugansk People's Republic caused the failure of 3 power substations.
On March 19, 2024, the attacks on the city of Grayvoron in the Belgorod Region caused the failure of a power substation.
On March 20, 2024, in the city of Gorlovka in the Donetsk People's Republic, a Russian Emergency Situations Ministry brigade was attacked by a Ukrainian drone while putting out a fire that had previously been caused by shelling from the Ukrainian Armed Forces. 4 firefighters were injured. On the same day, the transformer of the pumping station was damaged by an explosive object. Damages were recorded at the Gorlovka College of Industrial Technologies, warehouses and 10 households.
On March 22, 2024, the attacks by the Ukrainian Armed Forces on the city of Pervomaisk in the Lugansk People's Republic caused the failure of a power substation.
On the night of April 1, in the Kursk region in the village of Dronovka, an explosive device was dropped from a UAV on the roof of a community center. On the same day, as a result of shelling, the border villages of Iskra and Kleven and the village of Bogoslavka lost their power supply.
On April 4, 12 residential buildings in different areas of the city of Gorlovka were damaged by shelling.
On April 7, as a result of artillery strikes on the cities of Donetsk, Makeevka, Gorlovka and the village of Staromikhailovka (DPR), 17 residential buildings and 5 civilian infrastructure facilities were damaged.
The criminal actions of the Kiev regime also affect sanitary safety, namely, they contribute to the emergence of infections resistant to medications. This is a threat not only to Russia, but also to European countries.
Ukrainian authorities are closing hospitals and pediatric departments. Even in large cities it is almost impossible to get medical care. Children's hospitals are overcrowded and lack the necessary tests to determine sensitivity when selecting antibiotics.
The Kiev regime commits humanitarian sabotage against its own citizens in the front-line territories, cutting off water and power.
As a result, people are forced to use water from open reservoirs and snow in winter for cooking – this leads to the spread of intestinal infections.
In 2021–2022, scheduled vaccination of children against tuberculosis, diphtheria, polio and measles failed to be carried out, resulting in failure to form collective immunity to these communicable diseases.
One of the causes of the hazardous epidemiological situation is the proven facts of the US Pentagon testing various strains of viruses on Ukrainian citizens, including children. The Russian Ministry of Defense has 20 thousand documents confirming the testing of biocomponents.
As a result, outbreaks of hepatitis A occurred in five regions of Ukraine (Vinnytsa, Dnepropetrovsk, Transcarpathian, Ternopol, Ivano-Frankovsk). To date, about 1 thousand people have been infected, 20 percent of them are children. An epidemiological state of emergency has been declared in the Vinnytsa region[footnoteRef:118]. [118:  Statement from the Ministry of Health of Ukraine dated November 1, 2023.] 

[bookmark: __RefHeading___11]1.2.7. Propaganda at the state level by the Kiev regime of the ideology of Ukrainian neo-Nazism and Russophobia, glorification of the Ukrainian Nazis, minions of Hitler Germany, among minors
The Ukrainian media daily publish articles and reports aimed at inciting hatred towards the Russian world, Russia as a state, as well as towards the civilians of Donbas.
Ukrainian TV anchor Fakhrudin Sharafmal, when on the air of the Ukrainian "24" TV channel in March 2022, called for genocide of Russians, quoting the fascist criminal, the "father" of the Holocaust, Adolf Eichmann: "In order to destroy a nation, it is necessary to destroy children first. Because if you kill their parents – the children will grow up and will definitely take revenge. Killing the children – they will never grow up, and the nation will disappear... [footnoteRef:119]" [119:  Network publication 360tv.ru, March 16, 2022.] 

The Kiev regime is systematically working on changing the children’s perception. A striking example: a school in Melitopol, a huge inscription on the wall "1942–1944. World War II. Heroes of the UPA (the Ukrainian Insurgent Army). "
In the territories liberated during the Special Military Operation, one has to face the difficult legacy of Ukraine. Schoolchildren studied social and humanitarian subjects using biased Ukrainian textbooks with elements of Russophobia and falsified history. The educational curriculum in Ukraine is of significantly poorer quality than the Russian and the global curricula. Some children were unable to attend school offline due to the aggression of the Kiev militants.
The Kiev regime actively uses manipulation techniques in a teenage environment. The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) is trying to unbalance the internal political situation in our country. This is carried out by the Ukrainian Center for Information and Psychological Operations of the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU TsIPsO), which, according to the former Secretary of the Russian Security Council, is directly supervised by the United States (07/24/2023). At the same time, on January 11, 2024, the Press Bureau of the Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) of the Russian Federation disseminated information about US attempts to "incite interethnic and social hostility in our country using social networks[footnoteRef:120]." [120:  Release of the Press Bureau of the Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian Federation dated January 11, 2024.] 

The parliamentary commission analyzed the information received and came to the conclusion that the Kiev regime is involved in inciting ethnic conflicts among teenagers. Several private Telegram channels operate to that end, disseminating fake and destructive information. At the same time, the SBU is forming protest movement cells among Russian minors. Such groups are created on social networks and apps and promote the romanticization of violence, crime and disorder. The Kiev regime has intensified the activity of bots on social networks and chats. They are discrediting traditional Russian values and promoting extremist ideas.
The parliamentary commission carefully investigated the activities of the American grant operators providing assistance to the militants. Recently, there has been an increase in support for research into protest movements, youth radicalization, and the creation of closed teenage communities. The United States do not want to spend money on military assistance to the Ukrainian Armed Forces – it is pointless. But they are ready to support the propaganda of radical ideas among minors with the help of the SBU.
The SBU TsIPsO is actively involved in spreading of destructive influence on minors in Russia and the CIS countries. This agency uses the Internet (in private chants) to disseminate destructive content, which is aimed at inciting ethnic conflicts among teenagers, forming a protest movement, and discrediting traditional Russian values.
The parliamentary commission conducted a quantitative analysis of publications in the 30 most popular pro-Ukrainian Telegram channels from January to March 2024. In March, the number of messages using teenage slang (targeted at minors) increased compared to January: crimes justification – by 23 percent, discreditation of Russian values – by 28 percent. Russian was used in 30 percent of publications, and Ukrainian in 70 percent.
Despite the efforts our country is making to protect children from crime and terrorists, the West and the Kiev regime continue to generate fake information. The parliamentary commission carried out its analysis. In the most popular English-language media in Q3 of 2023, the number of publications containing deliberately false information increased by 13 percent (compared to Q2). At the same time, in the Spanish-language press in Q3, the number of materials that debunk Western myths about Russia increased by 6 percent (compared to Q2).
The Kiev regime and its patrons employ three technologies for planting misinformation: use of fake facts provided by international non-profit organizations created with American participation; dissemination of content provided by representatives of the Kiev regime, who cannot have access to information broadcasting; massive creation of deliberately fake facts along with context.
Today, the Kiev regime is spreading fake news using staged footage, creating the basis for accusations against Russia. Ukrainian non-profit organizations that receive money from the American Endowment for Democracy are participating in this process. This fund, sponsored by the US State Department, has allocated $5 million to Ukrainian non-profit organizations in 2021 and upped it to $24 million in 2022.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___12]1.2.8. Recruitment, involvement of minors in reconnaissance, sabotage and destructive activities
The Kiev regime has created a whole system of recruiting schoolchildren to commit crimes. According to the results of the information analysis carried out by the Parliamentary Commission, this work is supervised by the SBU TsIPsO (and its branches in the Kiev, Vinnitsa and Kharkov regions).
The militants use social networks to correspond with schoolchildren. They seduce them to perform destructive actions. Many channels and private chats in the Russian-language segment of the Internet, which promote terrorism, extremism and suicide, are moderated from the territory of Ukraine by SBU agents, who themselves often are minors (for example, the famous Yaroslav Ovsyuk from Krivoy Rog, who recruited the perpetrator of the school shooting in Kazan in 2021).
According to the "Safe Internet League" Association of participants in the Internet industry market, about 10 million Russian children are subscribed to destructive communities on the Internet.
The SBU has created an entire shadow structure – the recruited children can themselves act as spotters or supervise groups. SBU agents offer money to schoolchildren, ingratiate themselves with them or manipulate them, promising to release a loved one from captivity after the task has been completed.
In the territory of Ukraine, the SBU recruits children with the help of school administrations. The media spread the news about Ukrainian schoolchildren who were trained in the Gaymadat Sich camp and then arrived at the disposal of the 103rd brigade of the Ukrainian Armed Forces to participate in combat operations[footnoteRef:121]. The Kiev regime wants to extend this practice to a number of Russian regions. [121:  Statement by the official representative of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs M.V. Zakharova.] 

The SBU uses the know-how of the intelligence services of the USA and Great Britain, the same algorithms and instructions to influence the psyche of schoolchildren. In 2018, the UK House of Lords Committee released the results of a parliamentary inquiry into the use of children as agents by the British police. In 2015, some members of the US House of Representatives accused the National Security Agency of recruiting American children.
The Kiev special services involve Ukrainian teenagers in combat operations. This happens by a three-stage algorithm. Recruitment of children starts through school administrations, using US and Great Britain practices. Then the "young subversives" are trained in military field camps, which often change location to hide the facts of the use of schoolchildren in military operations[footnoteRef:122]. Using the methodological know-how of ISIS (an organization banned in Russia), children are taught to carry out sabotage attacks, conduct surveillance, hide traces, etc. The third stage is the creation of the SBU "sleeping" cells, interacting through liaison officers. [122:  The "Military Almanac" Group in "Odnoklassniki", December 4, 2023.] 

The parliamentary commission analyzed the information received. The Kiev regime uses the following classification for the recruited children: "Columbine" – instigators of murders and massacres (clean-up operations); "Street fighters" – used for riots; "Radicals" – inciters of negative sentiments among young people; "Lone wolves" – performers of sabotage and tasks ordered by their SBU handlers; "UBER-terrorists" – distributors of information on the Internet; "Informants" – informers (the names of the groups are taken from the Analytical Review of the All-Russian Research Institute of the Ministry of Internal Affairs dated May 11, 2021)[footnoteRef:123]. [123:  Such involvement of children in terrorist activities is a direct violation of Article 38 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child of November 20, 1989, and Article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of December 16, 1966.] 

On December 22, 2023, the FSB (Federal Security Service) of Russia detained 3 underage saboteurs, residents of Melitopol (Zaporozhye region), who were members of the “Black Sabotage” group and committed terrorist attacks by order of the SBU. Members of the group, having received citizenship of the Russian Federation in 2022, collected and transmitted information about the movements and location of the Russian troops, as well as officials, to SBU employees. In December 2022, the detainees provided the SBU with the coordinates of the Hunter's Camp hotel complex, which was hit by a missile strike, as a result of which several civilians were killed and injured. In addition, the saboteurs planned to blow up a railway track and commit an act of terrorism against an official.
According to the General Prosecutor's Office of the Russian Federation, in 2022 there were 13 terrorist attacks involving minors. Similar crimes were also recorded in 2023. In August, a 15-year-old resident of the Moscow region was arrested in Lipetsk on charges of preparing for a terrorist attack. In September, two 14-year-old St. Petersburg residents became defendants in a criminal case for an attempt to set fire to a relay cabinet near the Lakhta railway station. In November, the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation initiated a criminal case in connection with preparation for a terrorist attack by prior conspiracy against three minors who were planning a terrorist attack in the dormitory of the Peoples' Friendship University of Russia. During the search, in addition to chemicals used to make a bomb, it was discovered that the offenders had camouflage uniforms and chevrons with Nazi symbols[footnoteRef:124]. [124:  Russian Agency of Legal and Judicial Information (RAPSI), December 4, 2023.] 

The parliamentary commission received information about the intentions of the Kiev regime to use children to carry out drone strikes on the border territories of Russia. For this purpose, significant funds have been allocated from the Ukrainian budget. In public rhetoric they were supposed to be channeled to teaching the subject "defense of Ukraine" in schools, however, in the budget quarterly breakdown documents the money was spent to purchase computer equipment and training tools for drone operators.
At the beginning of January 2024, the media published a scandalous statement by a Ukrainian parliamentarian A. Goncharenko, who demanded that minors be sent to produce ammunitions instead of their mobilized parents.
Such actions by the Kiev regime are in direct violation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, dated November 20, 1989, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 2000 on the involvement of children in armed conflicts, dated May 25, 2000[footnoteRef:125]. [125:  Telegram channel of the Deputy Chairman of the State Duma A.Yu. Kuznetsova, January 11, 2024.] 

Drawing minors into destructive activities, as a rule, happens on social networks and instant messengers. Militants of the Ukrainian Armed Forces use fake accounts, private Telegram channels and chat bots. Children are first drawn into illegal activities online and then brought into real life armed with clear instructions. In this the range of influence on teenagers is extremely wide: from psychological manipulation (for example, they offer to release a loved one from captivity), propaganda and bribery to direct threats and blackmail. The Nazi ideology is one of the motives for committing terrorist attacks.
The criminals cover their tracks, use hidden communication channels, often use couriers in their schemes, contact them through private accounts, and transfer money using escrow. The funds are kept by third parties, who transfer them to escrow accounts and then transfer them in the form of cash to the actual perpetrator.
According to the Commissioner for Children's Rights in the city of Sebastopol, a system of recruiting schoolchildren through social networks was discovered in the city. The fact of transferring information about the location of military facilities to the Ukrainian side by minors born in 2008 and 2009 was established[footnoteRef:126]. [126:  Transcript of the meeting of the Parliamentary Commission on February 19, 2024. From the speech of the Commissioner for Children's Rights under the President of the Russian Federation M.A. Lvova-Belova.] 

In January – February 2024, in a number of constituent entities of the Russian Federation, children received messages via messengers asking them to open the gas-burners in order to cause explosions in residential buildings.
After the terrorist attack that was carried out in the Crocus City Hall (Krasnogorsk, March 22, 2024), minors began receiving calls from the territory of Ukraine urging them to imitate terrorists.
At the beginning of April 2024, the militants via a messenger contacted the underage daughter of a captured Russian serviceman D. Reznikov. In exchange for her father’s life, the girl was requested to hand over information about her personal data, as well as the personal data of the activists in the Young Guard, of which she was a member, and to take photos and videos of a military facility located next to her home.
Often such calls are made by Ukrainian children recruited by the SBU, who are specifically targeted from among disadvantaged families or orphans.
The parliamentary commission received information about attempts to recruit minors using threats, blackmail and bribery by distributing messages in instant messengers, chats, and calls to mobile devices in 19 regions of Russia.
Thus, in October 2023, in the Khabarovsk Territory, an underage adherent of the radical ideas of the Azov battalion (banned in Russia) who, through the Internet, underwent online training in order to commit terrorist attacks was identified. In the Ulyanovsk region and the Nizhny Novgorod region, through blackmail and threats of violence against other family members, teenagers born in 2006 and 2011 were persuaded to commit arson at military registration and enlistment offices and a relay cabinet at the railway.
It is safe to say that when recruiting, the Ukrainian special services use tactics of international terrorist organizations, similar to those that were used in the early 2000s in the North Caucasus, where international radical terrorist organizations operated.
If in the situation with Islamist terrorist organizations the world community as a whole is unanimous in condemning their actions and jointly fights against the spread of their influence, then the situation with terrorist attacks on the Russian territory is quite the opposite. Both the United States and the countries of the collective West pretend not to notice the sabotage carried out under the leadership of Kiev. It is not uncommon for these acts to be presented as a form of defense from the "Russian aggression". Such a neutral and even positive connotation around this topic provides an additional opportunity for both recruiters and individuals involved in terrorist activities to carry out their intentions. 
At the same time, the Kiev regime commits terrorist attacks against children and draws teenagers into terrorist activities. They are used to form the second and third lines of defense as informants and couriers for the transfer of goods and information.
In Ukraine, there are professional sabotage camps where they also train children. These camps operate in accordance with the ISIS (an organization banned in Russia) manual, which was distributed on July 3, 2017 under the title "Lone Wolf Handbook" for saboteurs calling for revenge for the defeat of the terrorist organization.
The LPR intelligence services discovered the children saboteur training camp called "Forest Fairy Tale", and in the Western media there surfaced information about the "Victory" training camp in Volyn[footnoteRef:127]. [127:  This is a violation of Article 38 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989.] 

The Kiev regime commits criminal acts that are considered terrorism by the international law. This is especially true for children, because they are subject to the principle of priority right to protection (Principle 8 of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, adopted on November 20, 1959, by Resolution 1386/XIV at the 841st plenary meeting of the UN General Assembly). In this regard, Russia is faced with the task of developing protective mechanisms that will stop the advance of terror.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___13]1.2.9. Distribution of drugs among minors
Kiev promotes the drug industry and condones drug cartels. Ukraine has become one of the world's largest producers of synthetic drugs[footnoteRef:128]. [128:  Among underage drug users the most popular drugs are synthetic drugs (more popular than other types of drugs).] 

There have been recorded attempts of the SBU to distribute drugs among minor Russian citizens. According to the Russian FSB, this was done by the Ukrainian organized criminal group Khimprom, which numbers more than 1 thousand criminals, and the leader of which is hiding in Latin America. The Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs has repeatedly identified drug laboratories organized by SBU handlers, for example in the Rostov region (October 17, 2023), and also blocked drug supply channels, for example, in the Pskov region (November 29, 2023).
In 2021, a law on legalization of marijuana was submitted to the Verkhovna Rada, but even before its adoption, the Government of Ukraine drafted a package of relevant by-laws (statement by Deputy Prime Minister for Euro-Atlantic Integration O.V. Stefanishina).
According to the opinion polls, the majority of the Ukrainian population opposes this law, but Zelensky and the Servant of the People faction actively lobbied for its adoption and repeatedly called for its adoption.
An active discussion on this draft law took place in the Verkhovna Rada. Opposing MPs introduced 882 amendments, with separate votes on each, in an attempt to thwart its passage[footnoteRef:129]. However, on February 15, 2024, the illegitimate President of Ukraine V.A. Zelensky signed this law. From this moment on, drug trade has been legalized in Ukraine, which is a threat both to Russia and to all European countries. [129:  Initially, about 40 percent of representatives of the Verkhovna Rada spoke out strongly against the adoption of this law.] 

CONCLUSIONS FOR CHAPTER 1
1. The active phase of child abduction in Ukraine began in 2023. It has been supported by the authorities of the Kiev regime. Thus, by the resolution of the Government of Ukraine dated March 7, 2023, a mechanism for the forced evacuation of children was approved (the initiative was lobbied by the Deputy Prime Minister of Ukraine I.A. Vereshchuk).
The said resolution of the Government of Ukraine violates the principle of consistency. On the one hand, it says that the evacuation will be carried out "accompanied by one of the parents." On the other hand, a florid formula was used: "mandatory evacuation by forced means." In practice, children are taken away even against the wishes of their parents, who then are not even informed of the child’s whereabouts. Children are taken away by force.
At the same time, the Verkhovna Rada adopted a number of concessions for transplantation companies. In 2021, the Verkhovna Rada allowed the removal of organs without the consent of the donor or his/her relatives. Now such consent can be given by a doctor, the head of a military unit, or any outsider, who will be willing to provide a funeral for the donor. In 2021, the Verkhovna Rada allowed private clinics with foreign participation to perform such operations, and simplified the procedures for obtaining medical licenses. In 2022 the Verkhovna Rada exempted transplant operations from value added tax.
Discussions among Ukrainian government officials are a matter of concern. For more than a year now, the idea of a law according to which, if the parents of a minor refuse forced evacuation, they will be stripped of parental rights through an accelerated procedure, and the child will be taken into state custody and taken away, without informing the parents about his\her whereabouts, has been "steamrolled" in the Verkhovna Rada. If such an initiative is adopted, international criminal structures will be able to commit criminal acts against minors with impunity.
2. In Ukraine, professional criminal structures operate under the guise of state power. For example, the activities of the White Angels Foundation, as well as other organizations that are involved in child abductions, fall under the direct prohibition of Part 1 of Article 12 of the International Covenant on civil and political rights (adopted by UN General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI) dated December 16, 1966).
3. The Kiev regime often uses three logistics routes when abducting children: in transit to Kiev, or to Lviv, or directly to Europe. Some parents manage to snatch their children if they have not yet been sent abroad, where child trafficking is more intense. In 2022, according to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, 51,575 people were kidnapped worldwide, of which 35 percent are children; with a definite increase in 2024.
4. The criminal actions of the Kiev regime have familiar features of similar crimes of the Third Reich. There were similar documents there too. For example, Himmler in a top-secret memorandum of May 25, 1940, defined special directives for child abduction in the occupied territories. Ukrainian criminals are copying fascist methods of child abuse. These are murders and grievous bodily harm, child abductions and child trafficking, black transplantology and much more. The militants of the Kiev regime faithfully follow their inspirators: Hitler, Bormann, Mengele, Goebbels, Himmler and Bandera.
5. According to media and experts’ reports, transnational corporations are involved in the sale of children[footnoteRef:130]. This fact denigrates the social mission of business aimed at social development. However, this is a consequence of the mandate that the US has granted to companies. [130:  Statement by Roman Romachev, General Director of R-Techno.] 

On January 29, 2003, George W. Bush declassified CIA Task Force report on contacts with the private sector dated June 21, 1972, No. DDI-1857, which contained recommendations for working with private companies to help American intelligence agencies and private military companies. For this purpose, the US budget started allocating money for secret projects under classified articles.
6. At the same time, criminals use terrorists’ techniques to induce children to engage in destructive activities, recruitment and mercenary activities. For a long time, they have been adopting the experience of ISIS (an organization banned in Russia), starting with the bloody coup in 2014. It is right after the coup that allies of the international terrorist organization, who adopted the methods of its work, began to work in the structure of a number of government agencies, among them the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, (former adviser to the head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine and Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs A.Yu. Gerashchenko). Later, the Kiev regime recruited emissaries of the terrorist underground to work for it (A.Kh. Zakaev formed his own battalion within the structure of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, into which he recruited mercenaries). The Kiev regime has become a catalyst for international terrorism. And criminals around the world use the infrastructure of the Kiev regime to achieve their goals.
7. The Kiev regime helps make transactions (money transfers) to international terrorist groups that have accounts in Ukrainian banks (statement by D.A. Medvedev dated October 10, 2023). This is a violation of articles 2, 5, 6, 7 of the 1999 International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism.
Typically, criminals use a scheme with opaque transactions and the use of depositing technologies (transferring money to someone for safekeeping). As a result of a large number of transactions and counterparties, it becomes difficult to determine the beneficiary of the funds (the owner with the right of influence). 
Banks in some countries have already limited customer transactions through Ukraine due to the high risk of hidden terrorist financing. And the UK banks are blocking the accounts of their clients – legal entities that have trade relations with Ukraine[footnoteRef:131]. [131:  The UK Treasury is blocking the accounts of companies that have trade relations with Ukraine. For example, a letter from the British-Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce states that accounts have been blocked “even for one transaction.”] 

8. International criminals are involved in child trafficking in Ukraine. According to various estimates, orphans or children who were taken from their parents by the militants are located in 13 countries around the world, some of them have been displaced several times. Black transplant industry in Ukraine also came under the control of cross-border crime. Information about the connection of Ukrainian black transplant surgeons with international criminal groups appears on the Internet. Moreover, the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine established the fact of such a connection back in 2010.
9. Imperfection of legal regulation in Europe does not guarantee protection of children from trafficking for subsequent exploitation.
There are contradictions between the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Hague Convention of May 29, 1993, on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption (the Russian Federation has not ratified it). If the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child considers the comprehensive protection of the natural rights of children a priority, the Hague Convention insists on the priority of one of the forms of protection – adoption, without considering shelters and boarding schools as ways of caring for orphans.
At the same time, in the EU countries, after adoption, social services no longer monitor the child’s life. At the same time, there are no laws in the EU legislation that limit the rights of adoptive parents in the event of any violations, and the term "illegal adoption" does not have any unambiguous definition.
The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child cannot resolve these problems, since little attention is paid to compliance with the standards of the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989, and cases and disputes can be under the consideration by the said Committee for up to three years.
There is a network in the West lobbying the possibility of child trafficking. This is what the shadow party of Banderites in Canada is doing, lobbying for signing of international agreements containing accusations against Russia.
10. The Kiev militants commit crimes using the same algorithms as terrorists in other countries. In 2020, the World Health Organization accused Bill Gates' companies of testing vaccines on children (in Chad and Sudan). And in 2023, the parliamentary commission established to investigate the circumstances of setting up biological laboratories by American specialists in Ukraine presented a report on the operation of the said US biological laboratories in Ukraine. In 2020 in Libya data from the computers of the BlackWater American private military company, which was involved in the sale of children to Europe, was made public. And in the summer of 2023, in Italy, social services gave a beating to the children taken from Ukraine who could not be placed in families. In 2020, the British BBC channel accused Antony Blinken (the US Secretary of State) and Lloyd Austin (the US Secretary of Defense) of supplying arms to Ethiopia. They owned two arms sales companies. The civil war in Ethiopia is over, 150 thousand children died, weapons went to Ukraine.
Jens Stoltenberg (the NATO Secretary General) does not even try to hide the truth: "The main thing for Ukraine is not security guarantees, but the weapons that NATO provides."
[bookmark: __RefHeading___14]CHAPTER 2: INTERNATIONAL LEGAL EVALUATION OF THE FACTS OF VIOLATIONS OF MINORS’ RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS BY THE KIEV REGIME
[bookmark: __RefHeading___15]2.1 International legal norms regulating the protection of the rights and freedoms of minors in armed conflicts.
An internationally wrongful act of a state occurs when a behavior (action or inaction) attributed to the state under international law constitutes a breach of an international legal obligation of that state. The qualification of a state’s act of as internationally wrongful is determined by international law. In this regard, "every internationally wrongful act of a state entails the international responsibility of that state[footnoteRef:132]". [132:  UN General Assembly Resolution 56/83 of 12 December 2001 on "Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts", Articles 1-3] 

The international community purposefully protects the rights and freedoms of the most vulnerable categories of people requiring international and domestic protection. Internationally adopted instruments are the basis for ensuring respect for the rights of minors.
The position of the international community on the protection of children's rights is expressed in a number of documents, including the Declaration of the Rights of the Child of November 20, 1959[footnoteRef:133]. It states that the child should be provided with special protection and opportunities for development in freedom and dignity. It also emphasizes several principles of international legal protection of children: humanity has a duty to give the child the best that it has (Preamble); the interests of the child shall be served in the best possible manner (Principle 2); the child shall in all circumstances be among the first to receive protection and relief (Principle 8); the child shall be protected from all forms of neglect, cruelty and exploitation. They shall not be the subject of traffic, in any form (Principle 9); the child shall be protected from practices which may foster racial, religious and any other form of discrimination (Principle 10). [133:  Declaratıon of the Rights of the Child, adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution 1386 (XIV) of November 20, 1959] 

The Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and in Armed Conflict, adopted on December 14, 1974 emphasizes that attacks against civilian populations causing incalculable suffering, especially to women and children, who are the most vulnerable part of the population, shall be prohibited and condemned (Article 1). The Declaration highlights the need for all States to comply with the instruments of international law relating to respect for human rights during armed conflict, which provide important guarantees for the protection of women and children (Article 3)[footnoteRef:134].  [134:  Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict adopted by the UN General Assembly Resolution 3318 (XXIX) of December 14, 1974.] 

The norms of international law on ensuring and protecting the rights of the child are contained in a number of international treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of December 16, 1966[footnoteRef:135]; the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of November 20, 1989[footnoteRef:136]; the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict of May 25, 2000[footnoteRef:137]; Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of August 12, 1949 (IV Geneva Convention); Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949 concerning the protection of civilian victims of international war of June 8, 1977; and Additional Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, relating to the protection of victims of non-international armed conflicts, of June 8, 1977 (Additional Protocols I and II). [135:  Adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution 2200 (XXI) of December 16, 1966.]  [136:  Adoptedby UN General Assembly resolution 44/25 of November 20, 1989.]  [137:  Adoptedby UN Generall Assembly Resolution 54/263 of May 25, 2000.] 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of December 16, 1966 guarantees the right to life for all (Article 6), prohibits discrimination against children on the grounds of race, color, sex, language, religion, national or social origin, property or birth, and states the right of the child to such measures of protection as are required by his family, society and the State (Article 24), and prohibits discrimination against ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities (Article 27). 
The 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is a fundamental instrument of international human rights law on the rights of children. The articles of the Convention protect the child from all forms of discrimination (Article 2, Paragraph 2); require that in all actions concerning children the best interests of the child be the primary consideration (Article 3, Paragraph 1); recognize the child’s inherent right to life and, to the maximum extent possible, to survival and healthy development (Article 6, Paragraphs 1 and 2, respectively); the right to education (Article 28); protect children belonging to ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities (Article 30); and prohibit torture and other inhuman punishment (Article 37). States Parties to the Convention undertake to respect the rules of international humanitarian law applicable to them in the event of armed conflict and relevant to children, and to ensure their observance (Article 38).
The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict of May 25, 2000 explicitly condemns attacks against children in situations of armed conflict, as well as direct attacks against objects protected under international law, including places where large numbers of children are usually present, such as schools and hospitals[footnoteRef:138]. [138:  The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict was adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution 54/263 of May 25, 2000] 

In accordance with international humanitarian law, children, who do not take a direct part in hostilities, are treated as civilians in international armed conflict and enjoy the basic guarantees and protection provided for in Article 75 of Additional Protocol I. In particular, murder, torture, corporal punishment and mutilation, outrages upon human dignity, taking of hostages and collective punishments shall be prohibited under Paragraph 2 of the said Article.
In the event of non-international armed conflict, "the civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack" (Article 13 of Additional Protocol II). Article 4, Paragraph 2, of the said Protocol prohibits murder, torture, corporal punishment, taking of hostages, acts of terrorism, and outrages upon human dignity.
Moreover, under Geneva Convention IV and Additional Protocols I and II, special protection is also provided to minors.
Under Geneva Convention IV, children are guaranteed special treatment. According to Additional Protocol I, children shall be given special protection: "Children shall be the object of special respect and shall be protected against all forms of indecent assault. The Parties to the conflict shall provide them with the care and aid they require, whether because of their age or for any other reason" (Article 77, Paragraph 1). In accordance with Article 4, Paragraph 3, of Additional Protocol II, children shall be provided with the care and aid they require.
Under Paragraph 1 Article 38 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989, States Parties undertake to respect and ensure respect for international humanitarian law relevant to the child.
States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons who have not attained the age of 15 years do not take a direct part in hostilities and refrain from recruiting any person who has not attained the age of 15 years into their armed forces. In recruiting among those persons over the age of 15 years but who have not attained the age of 18 years, the parties shall endeavor to give priority to those who are oldest. Furthermore, States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure protection and care of children who are affected by an armed conflict. (Article 38, Paragraphs 2 to 4, of the Convention).
The involvement of children in armed conflict is regulated by international humanitarian law. Additional Protocol I obliges States Parties to take all feasible measures to ensure that children under the age of 15 years do not take a direct part in hostilities and prohibits their recruitment into armed forces. 
The norms and principles of international humanitarian law prohibiting or restricting the use of certain weapons play an important role in child protection issues.
In accordance with the Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby Traps and Other Devices, as amended on May 3, 1996 (Protocol II, as amended on May 3, 1996), annexed to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects of October 10, 1980 (the "Inhumane" Weapons Convention) prohibits the indiscriminate use of weapons the emplacement of which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects (Article 3, Paragraph 8 (c), of the Protocol).
Since children who do not take a direct part in hostilities are considered civilians under international law, this provision is relevant to the situation where children are injured or killed as a result of the detonation of mines planted by servicemen of the Ukrainian armed formations.
Given the repeated indiscriminate use of anti-personnel mines by the Ukrainian armed forces, the issue of violations of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction of 18 September 1997 (Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, Ottawa Treaty) by the Kiev regime is of particular importance. Ukraine ratified the Convention on December 27, 2005, and it entered into force for Ukraine on June 1, 2006. 
It should be noted that the Preamble to the Ottawa Treaty draws attention to "the suffering and misery caused by anti-personnel mines, which every week kill and maim hundreds of people, mostly innocent and defenseless civilians and especially children".
At the same time, to date, the UN General Assembly resolution A/70/L.1 "Transforming our world: the sustainable development agenda 2030" of September 25, 2015[footnoteRef:139] remains UN strategic document. However, this universal call to action – a 15-year plan to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals has not reached the necessary pace. Therefore, according to the ruling of the UN Secretariat, a decade of decisive actions to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals was started in 2020. These actions are to be implemented at three levels: global, state and social[footnoteRef:140]. [139:  This resolution was supported by all UN member states.]  [140:  Due to a number of challenges (wars, pandemic, economic crisis and stagnation of production), there is a strong lag in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Only 12 percent of the Goals are being met, there is very little progress on more than 50 percent of the Goals, and there is no progress on 30 percent of the Goals. For example, more than 3 billion people cannot afford a healthy diet and among them 148 million are children. The UN Secretary General at the High Policy Week in New York on September 20, 2023, analyzing the planet's global challenges, said: "Humanity has opened the gates to hell".] 

Thus, according to the Parliamentary Commission's assessment, the criminal acts against minors committed by the Kiev regime violate all of the abovementioned norms of international law in the field of child protection, as well as impede the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals[footnoteRef:141]. [141:  The Kiev regime's crimes may be influencing the slippage of the international community's efforts on 84 targets out of 169, which are grouped into 17 goals.] 

[bookmark: __RefHeading___16]2.2 Violation by the Kiev regime of international legal norms on the protection of the rights and freedoms of minors in situations of armed conflict
Since May 2014, the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation has been recording and documenting unlawful activities by members of the Ukrainian security agencies against civilians, including children, as part of a criminal case concerning the use of prohibited means and methods of warfare in Donbas[footnoteRef:142]. [142:  According to the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, at least 19,500 residents of Donbas and Novorossiya have suffered from the actions of Ukrainian armed formations since 2014. Of these, 6,029, including 166 minors, have been killed and 13,767, including 717 children, have suffered injuries of varying severity. More than 131,000 civilians, including 24,340 minors, have been recognized as victims. More detailed information is disclosed in Chapter 1 of the Final Report of the Parliamentary Commission] 

Since February 24, 2022, as a result of the actions of Ukrainian armed formations 13 minors have been killed and 52 wounded in Belgorod region, 2 children killed and 6 wounded in the Bryansk region, 1 child killed and 1 wounded in the Republic of Crimea, 2 minors wounded in the Republic of Tatarstan, 4 children injured in the Kursk region, and 1 child wounded in Tula and Voronezh regions each. The total number of minors killed is 16 and 67 of those wounded.
Civilian casualties, including children, were caused by the shellings of civilian and social infrastructure facilities and residential areas using explosive (indiscriminate) weapons, small arms and light weapons.
Since February 24, 2022, 11 minors have been injured as a result of the detonation of PFM-1 "Lepestok" anti-personnel landmines planted by servicemen of Ukrainian military formations by means of remote mining of the city of Donetsk (Donetsk People's Republic). This constitutes a violation of Articles 1, 4 and 5 of the Ottawa Convention by Ukraine.
Since February 24 2022, the facts of shelling of 164 educational and 42 medical institutions by servicemen of the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) in the Donetsk People's Republic, the Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye region and Kherson region have been established. In other constituent entities of the Russian Federation 161 educational and 44 medical institutions have been damaged as a result of shellings.
On December 30, 2023, the AFU shelled crowded areas in the city of Belgorod (Belgorod region) using a multiple-launch rocket system, killing 25 civilians, including 4 children, wounding at least 112 civilians, including 16 minors, damaging 258 civilian infrastructure facilities, including 2 educational and 1 medical institutions[footnoteRef:143]. [143:  Reference information of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation dated May 14, 2024] 

One example of the shelling of residential places not caused by military necessity is the HIMARS multiple rocket launcher attack on the former "Adriatic" restaurant in the city of Lisichansk (Lugansk People's Republic), which housed a bakery on February 3, 2024 by the Ukrainian armed forces. The missile explosion killed 28 people, including a pregnant woman and a 5-year-old child, 8 people were wounded.
The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation is also studying the circumstances of the shelling by the Kiev regime on February 15, 2024 of social facilities and the residential sector in the city of Belgorod, using HIMARS multiple rocket launchers, as a result of which 7 civilians were killed, including 1 young child, and at least 19 civilians were injured, including 4 children[footnoteRef:144]. The abovementioned event constitutes a violation of Article 6 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989, in Paragraph 1 of which States Parties recognize that every child has the inherent right to life. [144:  Reference information of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation dated 10 April 2024] 

In addition, Ukrainian servicemen are continuing systematic shellings of the Russian Federation entities near the Ukrainian border, using heavy weapons and unmanned aerial vehicles.
On 105 cases of terrorist attacks carried out by the Ukrainian Armed Forces using UAVs against the territories of 15 constituent entities of the Russian Federation, rulings to bring the leaders of the Ukrainian armed forces to justice have been issued. These include the head of the Main Directorate Of Intelligence of the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine Kyrylo Budanov; the commanders of the Navy and Air Forces of the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine, Oleksiy Neizhpapa and Mykola Oleshchuk. They have been charged in absentia with committing offenses under paragraphs "a" and "c", Part 2 of Article 205 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (terrorist act)[footnoteRef:145]. [145:  Representatives of Ukraine's top military leadership have been charged with committing terrorist acts on Russian territory. Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation] 

In the course of the investigation of the criminal cases, it became known about 46 cases of the use of kindergartens, schools, gymnasiums and boarding schools by the Ukrainian armed forces, national battalions and other Ukrainian armed formations in settlements under their control in the Donetsk People's Republic and the Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye region and Kherson region dated March-April 2022 to house military personnel, heavy military equipment and ammunition for the purpose of firing artillery shells from the territories of the mentioned institutions. 
The facts of the Ukrainian armed formations' use of these facilities as strongholds are confirmed by the results of inspections and the testimonies of local residents and Ukrainian servicemen detained during the special military operation.
According to information of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, as of May 2024, the investigation of 290 criminal cases has been completed against 430 Ukrainian servicemen who committed war crimes against the civilian population. In 235 of those criminal cases, the perpetrators have been brought to justice[footnoteRef:146]. [146:  Reference information of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation dated 14 May 2024] 

An example of the cynical and inhuman attitude of members of the Ukrainian security forces towards the civilian population of the Donetsk People's Republic, including children, can be seen in the criminal case against the servicemen of the howitzer artillery division of the Azov special-purpose regiment (designated a terrorist group and banned in the Russian Federation) of the National Guard of Ukraine, Rustam Gochaliev and Vitaly Kukurika, charged with cruel treatment of civilians and the use of means and methods prohibited by international humanitarian law in an armed conflict.
The investigation established that the servicemen, together with other perpetrators fired a BS-3 artillery gun on May 9, 2017 at civilian infrastructure located in the village of Bezymennoye in the Novoazovsk District of the Donetsk People's Republic, including the local school.
The shelling started in the morning when the students were assembling outside the school building for the subsequent solemn march to the mass grave of the Red Army and Soviet soldiers, where a flower-laying ceremony was planned. 6 teachers and 56 pupils from 3rd to 11th grades succeeded in taking timely shelter in the school's basement, in the result of which no one was wounded. The school building was partially destroyed.
The Supreme Court of the Donetsk People's Republic found Rustam Gochaliev and Vitaly Kukurika guilty of committing an offence under Part 1 of Article 356 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (cruel treatment of civilian population, use of prohibited means and methods in an armed conflict). The court sentence each of the perpetrators to 15-year imprisonment. The convicts will serve their sentences in a strict regimen penal colony[footnoteRef:147]. [147:  Ukrainian servicemen guilty of committing crimes against civilians of the DPR convicted. Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation] 

Thus, the Kiev regime has committed gross violations of the norms of international humanitarian law manifested in the neglect to fulfil the obligation to distinguish between civilian and military objects.
On September 5, 2023, the Supreme Court of the Donetsk People's Republic passed a guilty verdict against the operator of an anti-tank missile system of the 501st separate marine battalion of the 36th separate brigade of marine infantry of the Ukrainian armed forces, Valentin Vasylenko, who was involved in the shooting of civilians in the city of Mariupol. The convict was sentenced to life imprisonment. He was found guilty of committing crimes under Part 1 of Article 356 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (cruel treatment of civilian population and use of prohibited means and methods in armed conflict) and Part 2 of Article 105, paragraphs (a), (c), (g) and (k), of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (murder of two or more persons committed by a group of persons, including a minor, on grounds of political and ideological hatred and enmity).
On 4 March 2022, Valentin Vasylenko, as well as other servicemen of the 36th separate brigade of the AFU marine infantry was deployed for duty on a road bridge in the city of Mariupol (Donetsk People's Republic). The Ukrainian commanders issued orders to hold the combat position and to use weapons if necessary.
On March 21, 2022, V. Vasilenko and other servicemen of the Ukrainian armed forces shot six men with Kalashnikov rifles, resulting in their deaths. On March 23, 2022, V. Vasylenko and other members of the Armed Forces of Ukraine shot at a civilian vehicle. As a result, a woman and a young child received multiple gunshot wounds, resulting in their death[footnoteRef:148]. [148:  In the Donetsk People's Republic verdict announced against an AFU serviceman guilty of 14 civilians' deaths. Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation] 

The Supreme Court of the Donetsk People's Republic found guilty of cruel treatment of the civilian population and the use of prohibited means and methods in armed conflict (Part 1 of Article 356 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation) and the murder of four persons, including a minor, committed in a generally dangerous manner by a group of persons (Part 2 of Article 105, paragraphs (a), (c), (f) and (g) of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation) and sentenced a serviceman of the armed forces of Ukraine Vyacheslav Kharitonenko to life imprisonment. Between 21 and 25 February 2022, V. Kharitonenko gave orders to mine the waters along the Azov coast of the Donetsk People's Republic with anti-landing mines. Four civilians, including one young child, were killed by the mines’ explosions. Kharitonenko was tried in absentia and sentenced to life imprisonment in a special regimen penal colony. The convict was put on an international wanted list[footnoteRef:149]. [149:  Ukrainian armed forces serviceman convicted in absentia for mining the Sea of Azov's coastal strip Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation.] 

In addition, the Supreme Court of the Donetsk People's Republic has considered the criminal cases against members of the AFU servicemen, Serhiy Mykhailenko and Serhiy Pyurko, for committing crimes against the civilian population.
According to information from the Office of the Prosecutor-General of the Russian Federation, the Supreme Court of the Donetsk People's Republic established that on March 19, 2022, S. Mykhailenko, a senior machine gunner of the Azov special purpose detachment of the National Guard of Ukraine (designated a terrorist group and banned in the Russian Federation), while in a combat position near the Priazovsky State Technical University in the city of Mariupol in the Donetsk People's Republic, discovered a civilian vehicle travelling along Kazantseva Street with white ribbons and the inscription "Children" on its body. The car was carrying a family with 3 young children. Mykhailenko fired at the car with a Kalashnikov assault rifle. As a result of the shooting, 2 men, a woman and a 3-year-old boy were killed on the spot, 2 children and their grandmother managed to escape.
The Supreme Court of the Donetsk People's Republic found Mykhailenko guilty in accordance with Part 2 of Article 105, paragraphs "a", "c", "g", "k" of of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (murder of two or more persons and a minor, committed by an organised group on the grounds of political or ideological hatred), Part 3 of Article 30 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, Paragraphs "a", "c", "g", "k" (attempted murder of two or more persons including minors, committed by an organized group on grounds of political or ideological hatred) and Part 1 of Article 356 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (cruel treatment of civilian population in occupied territory). He was sentenced to life imprisonment in a special regimen penal colony[footnoteRef:150]. [150:  In Donetsk, court sentenced to life imprisonment a soldier of Azov special-purpose detachment of the National Guard of Ukraine who shot up a car with a family on board from Mariupol. Office of the Prosecutor-General of the Russian Federation. Background information of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation dated 14 May 2024] 

A serviceman of the Azov regiment (designated a terrorist group and banned in the Russian Federation), Serhiy Pyurko in March 2022, while executing unlawful orders of the AFU commanders, fired two aimed shots from a grenade launcher into an apartment block in the city of Mariupol (Donetsk People's Republic). He also fired an aimed shot from a grenade launcher into a flat of an apartment block where an unarmed civilian man, his wife and young son were staying at that time. As a result of the grenade burst and the subsequent explosion and fire, significant damage was caused to the apartment block. S. Pyurko however did not complete his criminal intent due to circumstances beyond his control, as the victims managed to escape from the apartment[footnoteRef:151]. [151:  Reference information of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation dated 14 May 2024.] 

According to information from the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, Pyurko was found guilty of committing offenses under Part 1 of Article 356 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (cruel treatment of the civilian population and use of prohibited means and methods in armed conflict), Part 3 of Article 30, of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, Part 2 of Article 105, Paragraphs "a", "c", "f", "g" and "k" of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (attempted murder of two or more persons, including a minor, committed in a generally dangerous manner by a group of persons on grounds of political or ideological hatred) and Part 2 of Article 167, of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (deliberate damage to other people's property in a generally dangerous manner, causing considerable damage). Pyurko was sentenced to a 26-year imprisonment to be served in a strict regime colony[footnoteRef:152]. [152:  A serviceman of the Azov regiment has been convicted of attempted murder of civilians in the city of Mariupol. Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation.] 

The guilty verdicts in all of these criminal cases may serve as a basis for future court judgements concerning crimes committed by the highest military and political leadership of Ukraine, with children being their victims.
In addition, numerous instances of the Ukrainian armed forces using cluster munitions and anti-personnel mines in violation of the "Inhumane" Weapons Convention and the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention have been established.
For instance, according to the Russian Ministry of Defence, in 2023 in the city of Donetsk (Donetsk People's Republic) alone, 10 children were injured as a result of the detonation of PFM-1 "Lepestok" anti-personnel mines.
On 29 July 2023, Ukrainian armed units launched a strike on a school in the city of Lisichansk (Lugansk People's Republic), where a temporary reception centre for refugees was located, using American-made M483 155mm artillery cluster shells. As a result the building was damaged, the unexploded submunitions were found in the surrounding area.
On September 5, 2023, Ukrainian armed units launched a strike on the city of Donetsk (Donetsk People's Republic) using cluster munitions. The buildings of school No. 85 and kindergartens No. 191 and No. 364 were damaged.
On September 23, 2023, the Ukrainian armed forces struck the Kuibyshev district of Donestk using cluster munitions. The building of nursery-kindergarten No. 305 was damaged.
On 5 June 2023, representatives of the international non-governmental organization Human Rights Watch at a briefing in the city of Geneva reported numerous recorded cases of Anti-Personnel Mines Ban Convention violations by Ukraine. In particular, the NGO has at its disposal documents confirming at least 11 cases of the use of PFM-1 "Lepestok" anti-personnel mines by the Ukrainian armed forces, as a result of the dropping of which 1 civilian was killed and 10 wounded. Remote mining of areas was carried out by means of Uragan MLRS with 9M27 cluster munitions.
On January 1, 2024, Kiev regime's militants struck the city of Donetsk 10 minutes into the New Year. The number of strikes in the New Year night totaled amounted to 15, totaling at 226 on January 1. Over the course of several days, the terrorists struck the Donetsk Technical College of Industrial Automation, Donetsk schools No. 9 and 62, kindergartens No. 262, 305 and 327, Clinical Hospital No. 6, a school and a kindergarten in the city of Gorlovka, which constitutes a violation of Article 18 of the IV Geneva Convention of 1949.
On January 7, 2024, neo-nazis shelled residential buildings in the city of Donetsk on the Orthodox Christmas. Blocks of Kuibyshevskyi district were left without electricity, gas and water supply. On January 12 and 13, 2024, terrorists struck the buildings of an emergency room hospital in the cities of Donetsk and Gorlovka. A paramedic and a patient were killed, 3 doctors and a driver were wounded. This constitutes a violation of Article 12 of Additional Protocol I.
The Ukrainian armed forces systematically organize staffs, warehouses and repair bases in the basements of schools, kindergartens and hospitals. The militants shelter themselves behind children – a typical terrorist tactic, which constitutes a violation of Article 52 of Additional Protocol I.
The Parliamentary Commission has done work to assess the facts and events that indicate the US involvement in these crimes. In particular, the corrupt Kiev regime forces the AFU to coordinate strikes from expensive western-made weapons with the USA[footnoteRef:153]. [153:  Statement by V. Nebenzya, Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the United Nations, February 6, 2024, based on the data of an informant from the AFU.] 

[bookmark: __RefHeading___17]2.3 Informing international organizations about violations of the rights and freedoms of minors by the Kiev regime on the territories of the new constituent entities of the Russian Federation
The leadership of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs systematically brings information about violations of the rights and freedoms of minors by the Kiev regime, committed on the territories of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation, which are regularly subjected to shellings by the AFU, to the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict Virginia Gamba (Argentina), as well as to the members of the UN Security Council.
On May 18, 2023, during a meeting between the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation Sergei Lavrov and the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict V. Gamba, a discussion was held on cooperation to prevent grave atrocities against children during armed conflicts[footnoteRef:154]. [154:  On the meeting of the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs Sergei Lavrov with the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict V. Gamba.] 

On 19 May 2023, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation Sergei Vershinin held consultations with Virginia Gamba. In particular, they discussed the situation in Ukraine, including in relation to the conduct of the special military operation. The Russian party paid particular attention to the crimes committed by the Kiev regime against the civilian population of the Russian Federation, including on the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic, the Lugansk People's Republic, the Zaporozhye region and the Kherson region[footnoteRef:155]. [155:  On consultations with the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict V. Gamba. Russian Foreign Ministry.] 

At the same time, the UN Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict, established in 2005 in connection with "the lack of overall progress on the ground where parties to conflict continue to violate with impunity the relevant provisions of applicable international law relating to the rights and protection of children"[footnoteRef:156], should inform the UN Secretary-General and propose to the UN Security Council resolutions that would be aimed at protecting the rights of children. However, during the conflict in Donbas it has not proposed any drafts that could be adopted by the UN Security Council. And the head of the Working Group V. Gamba refused to collaborate with the Parliamentary Commission, which causes bewilderment and testifies to its bias. [156:  UN Security Council Resolution No. 1612 of July 26, 2005.] 

During the UN Security Council meeting on the situation in Ukraine, held on October 27, 2023, the First Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the UN, Dmitry Polyansky, informed the international community that 1 person was killed and 68 seriously wounded, among them 3 minors, in the shelling of the city of Makeyevka (Donetsk People's Republic) with the use of HIMARS multiple rocket launchers[footnoteRef:157]. [157:  Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the UN (russiaun.ru) // URL: https://russiaun.ru/ru/news/usnc_271023.] 

Information about the Kiev regime's crimes against minors was publicized by the Russian Federation at the UN Security Council meetings devoted to the crisis around Ukraine, on July 31, September 12, October 27, November 8 and December 30, 2023, February 6, 2024.
In addition, the Russian position on this issue was presented in detail during the UN Security Council's Open Debate on the topic "Children and Armed Conflict" (July 5, 2023), as well as at the meeting of the UN Security Council titled "Children and Armed Conflict: The Consequences of Denying Humanitarian Access to Children" (April 3, 2024).
As noted by the Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the UN Vasily Nebenzya: "The Russian Federation reaffirms its unwavering commitment to the protection of children in armed conflict, in particular, during the conduct of the SMO. We are taking all systematic measures to prevent the deaths of children and damage to hospitals and schools. Russia has demonstrated throughout this time an openness to engaging with the UN on this issue, in particular with the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict"[footnoteRef:158]. [158:  Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the UN (russiaun.ru) // URL: https://russiaun.ru/ru/news/unsc_050723.] 

On April 5 and November 10, 2023, several Arria-Formula informal meetings of UN Security Council members were held to address violations of the minors' rights. Prominent and well-known public figures and experts were invited to participate in the events.
Speaking at the Arria-Formula informal meeting of the UN Security Council members on November 10, 2023, the Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the United Nations, V. Nebenzya, informed the international community about the measures taken by the Russian Federation to save children from the consequences of the conflict in Ukraine and the crimes of the Kiev regime. He also added that cases of flagrant violations of the rights of Ukrainian refugees' children in various European countries are being recorded in huge numbers. Children were separated from their parents, and traces of children transferred from Ukraine were lost in Europe[footnoteRef:159]. [159:  Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations (russiaun.ru) // URL: https://russiaun.ru/ru/news/arria_101123.] 

The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs regularly files requests and sends materials concerning the Kiev regime's crimes against the civilian population of Donbas, including minors, to international human rights organizations. However, there has been no response from them to the information provided.
The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, his Office, the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights and the special proceedings of the United Nations Security Council also completely ignore the information provided to them by Russia.
The Donetsk People's Republic and the Lugansk People's Republic have regularly reported violations of the rights and freedoms of minors as a result of crimes committed by the Kiev regime to international organizations. Numerous appeals documenting crimes committed against minors have been repeatedly sent by them to the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the International Criminal Court, the European Court of Human Rights and other international organizations. 
In particular, in the Donetsk People's Republic, a public organization called "Fair Defence" was set up to prepare and submit the relevant documents and claims to the European Court of Human Rights and the International Criminal Court. Between October 2015 and 2022, materials were sent to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court regarding 345 child victims, of whom 75 were killed and 270 suffered injuries of varying degrees of severity. In total more than 3,000 cases have been referred to the International Criminal Court, more than 6,000 appeals were sent to the European Court of Human Rights, however, to no response from them[footnoteRef:160]. [160:  Statement by Senator of the Russian Federation N. Nikonorova at a meeting of the Parliamentary Commission, February 19, 2024, transcript.] 

Additionally, information on Ukraine's use of remote mine-laying equipment with antipersonnel landmines PFM-1 and PFM-1C was sent to the United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry into Violations in Ukraine. Only for the period between July 28, 2022 and August 8, 2022, 29 civilians, including children, were injured by PFM-1 and PFM-1C anti-personnel landmines in the cities of Makeyevka and Donetsk of the Donetsk People's Republic.
Since 2014, the official authorities of the Lugansk People's Republic have sent more than 2,000 appeals to the European Court of Human Rights and more than 1,500 to the International Criminal Court. Appeals were also sent to the UN Security Council, the UN Human Rights Council, the International Committee of the Red Cross and the OSCE.
On July 22, 2022, the representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Donetsk People's Republic extended an invitation to the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children in Armed Conflict V. Gamba, to participate in an online conference on the occasion of the "Day of Remembrance of Children Victims of the War in Donbas", but she turned down the invitation due to "heavy workload". 
On November 8, 2022, St. Petersburg and Lugansk hosted the First Children's Congress of the Foundation for Combating Repression "Children for Peace!", which took place in the media-conference format. Following the results of the Congress the children of the Donetsk People's Republic and the Lugansk People's Republic sent an appeal to the UN, particularly to the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF). However, all these appeals were completely ignored by international organizations, and no response was received from them.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___18]2.4 Response of International Organizations to Violations of Minors' Rights and Freedoms by the Kiev Regime
[bookmark: __RefHeading___19]2.4.1 UN Children's Fund (UNICEF)
The UN General Assembly established UNICEF on December 11, 1946 "for the protection of the health of children in general and children who were victims of aggression, in particular" as a temporary emergency program. In October 1953, UNICEF was transformed into a permanent fund, and the range of its tasks was significantly extended.
UNICEF now is the leading organization in the structure of the UN system in the field of maternal and child health care, ensuring the normal development of children, as well as meeting the needs of mothers and children in emergency situations arising from natural disasters, armed conflicts and epidemics.
UNICEF is engaged in project activities and is not authorized to consider appeals from States or individuals regarding violations of the rights of minors. 
UNICEF has not issued any statements or reports criticizing the actions of the Kiev regime against minors.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___20]2.4.2. Council of Europe
The Council of Europe is an international intergovernmental organization of the European continent, providing a platform for inter-state cooperation on a wide range of issues. 
The Russian Federation became the 39th member of the Council of Europe on February 28, 1996. Interaction within the Council of Europe was conducted through the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the European Court of Human Rights, the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, and the Conference of International Non-Governmental Organizations of the Council of Europe (INGOs).
The Council of Europe has not taken any action since 2014 in response to the war unleashed by the Kiev regime against the population of Donbas. It has also paid no attention to the numerous victims among the civilian population, including children. Calls by the Russian side for an objective assessment of the human rights situation in Southeastern Ukraine have been ignored.
Since the start of the special military operation, the Council of Europe has turned into an accomplice in the hybrid war of the collective West against the Russian Federation. 
At the same time, the specialized structures and monitoring mechanisms of the Council of Europe are not actually responding to the criminal acts of the Ukrainian authorities against minors on the territories of the new constituent entities of the Russian Federation and other regions of Russia. Nor is there any response from the Secretary General and other structures under the auspices of the Council (Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, monitoring bodies, etc.) to reports of violations of children's rights by the Kiev regime. 
On March 15, 2022, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Sergei Lavrov, addressed a letter to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, M. Pejcinovic-Buric, in which the Russian Federation filed a notice of voluntary withdrawal from the Council of Europe. The membership was formally suspended on March 16, 2022.
European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) is a body within the framework of the Council of Europe established, under the European Convention for Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of November 4, 1950. The ECtHR was established to ensure compliance with the obligations assumed by the members of the Council of Europe under the Convention and its Protocols. The ECtHR operates on a permanent basis.
The ECtHR rejected an inter-state complaint by Russia against Ukraine, which also dealt with violations of children's rights (indiscriminate shelling of civilian infrastructure by the Ukrainian armed forces, including children's educational institutions, killing of civilians, including children, infringement of the right to education of Russian-speaking children and their discrimination, etc.)[footnoteRef:161]. [161:  The Russian Federation filed an inter-State complaint against Ukraine to the European Court of Human Rights , appendix // Official website] 

In connection with the suspension of the membership of the Russian Federation in the Council of Europe since March 16, 2022, the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of November 4, 1950 has been terminated in respect of the Russian Federation[footnoteRef:162]. ECtHR judgments that entered into force after March 15, 2022 are not enforceable in the Russian Federation. [162:  Federal Law No. 43-FZ of February 28, 2023 "On the Termination of the International Treaties of the Council of Europe in Respect of the Russian Federation", paragraph 8] 

[bookmark: __RefHeading___21][bookmark: _Hlk155616737]2.4.3. Organisation for Cooperation and Security in Europe (OSCE)
The OSCE is an interstate regional political organization aimed at the peaceful settlement of disputes, conflict prevention, crisis management and post-conflict rehabilitation. The OSCE serves as a mechanism for political dialogue and decision-making on issues of security and cooperation.
In discussing the humanitarian aspects of the conflict in Ukraine, the issue of minors is in the focus of attention. The Russian Federation regularly provides objective information on the real situation at OSCE meetings and points to facts indicating the violations of the rights of minors by the Kiev regime.
In addition, issues concerning the crimes of the Kiev regime and its violation of human rights are constantly discussed by the Russian Federation representatives in their contacts with the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) and with the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media.
However, ODIHR ignores the facts of AFU strikes on civilian facilities in the Lugansk People's Republic, populated areas in the Zaporozhye region, the Kherson region, the Bryansk region and the Belgorod region of the Russian Federation. The Office is also not responding to the use of cluster munitions by formations of the Kiev regime.
ODIHR Director Matteo Mecacci (Italy) mainly confines himself to sheer formal replies to Russia's appeals regarding human rights violations by the Kiev regime.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___22]2.4.4. International Criminal Court (ICC)
The Rome Statute (hereinafter – the Statute) was adopted on July 17, 1998. 
The Statute establishes a permanent judicial body to administer justice on behalf of the entire international community against the perpetrators of the most serious international crimes.
The ICC has jurisdiction over the following crimes:
genocide;
crimes against humanity;
war crimes.
The ICC can only exercise its jurisdiction over crimes committed after decisions have entered into force for a State Party.
Between October 2015 and 2022, representatives of the Donetsk People's Republic submitted materials to the ICC prosecutor in respect of 345 child victims, of whom 75 died, 270 suffered injuries of varying degrees of severity. In total, more than 3,000 files were sent to the ICC. However, the ICC has produced no response whatsoever.
Instead of investigating the numerous crimes of the Kiev regime against minors, on March 17, 2023 the ICC announced the issuance of "arrest warrants" for the President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin and Maria Lvova-Belova, the Russian Presidential Commissioner for Children's Rights, on absurd charges. In the unlawful decisions of the ICC, adopted with serious breaches of procedure and in violation of the universally recognized norms of international law on the immunities of State officials, the evacuation of children from frontline territories to save their lives is presented as a forced deportation.
The Russian Federation does not cooperate with the ICC and is not a party to the Statute, and therefore the ICC decisions against the Russian Federation are null and void.
At the same time, the Parliamentary Commission draws attention to the fact that during the court hearings and the work of the ICC, which issued the "arrest warrants", it used information about children allegedly abducted by Russia and later found by the German police on its territory. We note that Article 70 of the Statute, under which the ICC has jurisdiction over the facts of perjury, could be applied in such a situation.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___23]2.5 Reflection of the topic of investigation in foreign media
In the Western media, the subject of the Kiev regime's crimes against minors is being hushed up in every possible way. 
At the same time, a global outreach campaign to discredit the military and political leadership as well as the armed forces of the Russian Federation is being conducted on an ongoing basis by the major media outlets of the countries representing the collective West, aimed at convincing the Western and the global community of the justified nature of the accusations made by the collective West against Russia concerning the alleged violations of children's rights.
The Western media regularly publish materials about "mass deportations" of Ukrainian children and their placement in "re-education camps" in Russia and Belarus, "separation from relatives", "illegal adoption and obstruction of family reunification", "rape and torture of children in the SMO zone", "systematic killings of children as a result of strikes on civilian targets", "restriction of the rights to education" in the territories of the new constituent entities of the Russian Federation, "forcing children to change their national identity in order to further recruit them for military service and force them to kill Ukrainians".
For example, The New York Times published an investigation into the fate of 46 children taken from the Kherson orphanage and accused Russia of kidnapping them. Unexpected though it was, American journalists turned all the rotten Western propaganda inside out, showing the true value of their democracy. The children in the Kherson orphanage found themselves there either because their parents had abandoned them or because they had been taken from their families due to a threat to their lives and health. When the Ukrainian armed forces were hurriedly leaving Kherson, no one thought of these children: neither the military nor the administration. Children with severe developmental abnormalities needed more aid, care and medical treatment. And it was exactly after the arrival of Russia that they received all this. The poverty that the members of the Parliamentary Commission saw during their first visit to the Kherson orphanage left them shocked. During the first month of the humanitarian mission, institution received nearly everything from food and diapers to household appliances. Caregivers asked to bring medicines, including immunosuppressors. Later, information was received from law enforcement agencies that these children were being prepared for transportation to Eastern and Western Europe as donors. 
Saving the children from trafficking was our main goal and we succeeded in it. Russia gave them shelter, care, attention and hope for a better future. Those of the children who were brought back to Ukraine, however, immediately lost the protection and support that Russia gave them. This is confirmed by the NYT investigation.
The article, in particular, discusses the fate of Anastasia and Nikolai Volodins. The children were taken by their parents, who were parties to the termination of parental rights lawsuit. The girl suffered from cerebral palsy, the boy had been diagnosed with autism. While in Ukraine, the girl, barely six years old, died in the hospital from an epileptic seizure. She had lived in Russia for a year before and could have lived on, but the girl was pulled out of normal conditions and returned to those who had already abandoned her once. The boy's fate remains unclear.
In the flood of anti-Russian materials in foreign media space, articles with an alternative point of view are beginning to appear, which indicates understanding of Russia's position. For instance, on May 16, 2024 one of the leading newspapers in the United States, The American Conservative, published an article, in which it questioned the Western propaganda narrative about "Russia's abduction of Ukrainian children" and said that "the situation is more complicated than it was initially thought." The authors note: "Americans ... need to know two things about orphanages in Ukraine. First, unlike in the US, children in Ukrainian orphanages often have a living parent. In Ukraine, single mothers or poor families often send their children to orphanages in hopes of reuniting with them some time later when their situation improves. This makes it difficult for the Russian authorities, who want to place war orphans in new homes; they don't know who of them still has parents in Ukraine who might want them back. Second, child trafficking in Ukraine is a real problem ... Children in orphanages have been sold to American parents by indecent adoption agents or taken under false pretenses by criminal gangs who then use the children for their profit-making schemes. ... In other words, there are compelling reasons why the Russian authorities will not release a child simply because someone in Ukraine claims to be his legal guardian. The desire to reunite children with relatives must be balanced by the need to protect the children from perpetrators. Those concerned about the well-being of these children, should spare no effort to meet the criteria that the Russian authorities have set for reunification and avoid accusations of "genocide". 
Russian officials, particularly of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Defense in their remarks regularly touch upon the violations of rights and freedoms of minors by the Kiev regime. The official spokesperson for the Russian Foreign Ministry, Maria Zakharova, has repeatedly drawn the attention of the international community to the appalling conditions of children in Ukraine which are due to the criminal actions of the Ukrainian armed forces and the nationalist and paramilitary formations under the control of the Kiev regime. This topic was touched upon in interviews and weekly briefings by the official representative of the Russian Foreign Ministry on current foreign policy issues (July 26, August 2 and 30, September 5, October 26, November 9, 22 and 29, December 6, 2023, February 7, March 20, April 10 and 25, 2024). In addition, information on Russia's activities in the field of juvenile protection in the context of the SMO was provided.
In the public field, emphasis has been repeatedly placed on the problems of Ukrainian children who suffered the aggression of the Kiev regime. Materials about terrorist attacks and AFU strikes on populated areas and civilian infrastructure, resulting in civilian casualties, including minors, were disseminated by using digital resources (including official websites, social networks and the Russian Foreign Ministry's Telegram channels). 
In order to counter disinformation by the "collective West", the refutation by the official representative of the Russian Foreign Ministry, Maria Zakharova, of "The Kremlin's War Against Ukrainian Children" report’s provisions published by the Center for Global Engagement of the US Department of State, was widely disseminated.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___24]2.6 Informing the international community about the crimes of the Kiev regime against minors by the Houses of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation
On December 7, 2023, the Federation Council and the State Duma adopted an appeal by the Houses of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation "To the United Nations Organization, international parliamentary organizations, parliaments of the countries of the world in connection with the violation of the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child as a result of the criminal actions of the Kiev regime"[footnoteRef:163]. The appeal highlights that as a result of the criminal actions by the Kiev regime a whole host of provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child of November 20, 1989 has been violated, including those guaranteeing the right to life, healthy development, freedom of conscience, thought, views, opinions, religious beliefs, education and the use of mother tongue.  [163:  Resolution of the Federation Council of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation of 7 December 2023 No. 679CF, Resolution of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation of 7 December 2023 No. 5321-8 GD] 

The senators of the Russian Federation and deputies of the State Duma have identified the massive use by Kiev-controlled armed groups of weapons such as indiscriminate weapons, small arms and light weapons, the use of cluster munitions and phosphorus munitions, remote mining of populated areas and the use of equipment for mine planting from aircrafts as the main cause of casualties among minors.
The Houses of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation called on the international community to provide a legal moral and ethical assessment of the criminal actions of the Ukrainian authorities against minors, and to cooperate with the Parliamentary Commission formed by the Houses of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation in order to join efforts to stop the growing catastrophe and save children in the zone of armed conflict.
The text of the document was sent to national parliaments and international organizations. Dialogue on the issue of children affected by the armed conflict was held during the 147th and 148th Assemblies of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and within the framework of the Inter-Parliamentary Union's Ad Hoc Working Group on Ukraine.
The Special Representative of the UN Secretary General for Children in Armed Conflict V. Gamba was invited to cooperate with the Parliamentary Commission, with a letter containing a proposal to participate in the regular meeting. No positive response was received.
However, the Nicaraguan Parliament, following an appeal by the Houses of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, adopted a declaration condemning the criminal acts against minors committed by the Kiev regime. The Nicaraguan Parliament considered the crimes which took place during the war in Ukraine, violations of the Optional Protocols and the norms international humanitarian law, set by the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
At the same time, the main interim results of the work of the Parliamentary Commission were presented by the co-chairs and members of the working groups at international platforms: the International Parliamentary Conference "Russia – Latin America", the international inter-party Forum of Supporters of the Struggle against Modern Practices of Neocolonialism "For Freedom of Nations!", the Second Global Forum on Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation in Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
CONCLUSIONS TO CHAPTER II
It was established that the Kiev regime consistently and repeatedly violated the rights and freedoms of minors guaranteed by such acts of international law, such as:
1. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution 2200 A (XXI) of December 16, 1966, in particular its Article 6 (right to life), Article 24 (prohibition of discrimination against children, guarantees of the rights of protection of minors by the family, society and the state) and Article 27 (prohibition of discrimination against ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities). 
The Covenant was ratified by the USSR on November 12, 1973; Ukraine participates on the basis of legal succession.
2. The Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution 44/25 of November 20, 1989, in particular its Article 2 (protection against discrimination), Article 3 (best interests of the child), Article 6 (the inherent right of the child to life, ensuring to the maximum extent possible the survival and healthy development of the child), Article 28 (the right to education), Article 30 (protection of children belonging to ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities), Article 38 (respect by States Parties to the Convention for the rules of international humanitarian law applicable to them, (respect for and enforcement of the norms of international humanitarian law applicable to children by States Parties to the Convention). The Convention was ratified by the USSR on August 28, 1991; Ukraine participates on the basis of legal succession.
3. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution 54/263 of May 25, 2000, which in its Preamble condemns attacks on children in situations of armed conflict, as well as direct attacks against objects protected under international law, including places where large numbers of children are usually present, such as schools and hospitals. The Protocol was ratified by Ukraine on July 11, 2005.
4. Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War dated August 12, 1949, in particular its Article 147 (intentional killing, torture and inhuman treatment of persons protected by the Convention). The USSR ratified the Convention on August 3, 1954; it entered into force for the USSR on February 3, 1955. Ukraine participates on the basis of legal succession.
5. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, concerning the Protection of Civilian Victims in International War Conflicts of June 8, 1977 (Additional Protocol I), in particular Article 48 (distinction between civilians and combatants), Article 51 (prohibition of making civilians the object of attack, prohibition of indiscriminate attacks), Paragraph 1 of Article 77 (children shall be the object of special respect, protection and assistance). The Protocol was ratified by the USSR on January 25, 1990, and entered into force for the USSR on July 25, 1990. Ukraine participates on the basis of legal succession.
6. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts of June 8, 1977 (Additional Protocol II), in particular its Article 13 (civilian populations and individual civilians shall not be the object of attack, acts of violence ... the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population are prohibited). The Protocol was ratified by the USSR on January 25, 1990, and entered into force for the USSR on July 25, 1990. Ukraine participates on the basis of legal succession.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, opened for signature on December 3, 1997, in particular its Article 1 (prohibition to use, stockpile, develop and produce, obligation to destroy anti-personnel mines). At the same time the Preamble of the Convention emphasizes the intention "to put an end to the suffering caused by anti-personnel mines, that kill or maim hundreds of people every week, mostly innocent and defenseless civilians, and especially children". Ukraine ratified the Convention on December 27, 2005.
8. Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects (the “Inhumane” Weapons Convention) of October 10, 1980 ratified by the USSR on June 23, 1982 (Ukraine participates on the basis of legal succession) as well as the Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices as amended on May 3, 1996 (Protocol II, as amended on May 3, 1996), annexed to it, Ukraine pledged to observe on December 15, 1999, in particular, its Paragraph 7 of Article 3 (It is prohibited in all circumstances to direct weapons to which this Article applies, either in offence, defense or by way of reprisals, against the civilian population as such or against individual civilians or civilian objects), Paragraph 8(c) of Article 3, (prohibiting the indiscriminate use of weapons whose placement is expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects)[footnoteRef:164]. [164:  Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices, as amended on May 3, 1996 (Protocol II to the 1980 Convention)] 

The established facts of violations by the armed formations of the Kiev regime of international human rights law (first and foremost, the inalienable right of the child to life, protection from discrimination, safeguarding the best interests of the child and others) and international humanitarian law (deliberate shelling of civilian objects, including schools and hospitals, the use of indiscriminate weapons, including anti-personnel mines, the use by the Ukrainian nationalists of schools, hospitals, kindergartens and other civilian objects for the placement of military equipment), which have resulted in the injury of minors, may serve as grounds for bringing Ukraine as a State to international legal responsibility and the individuals responsible (including Ukrainian senior leadership) to criminal responsibility.

[bookmark: __RefHeading___25]Chapter 3. Protection of minors from encroachments on their rights and freedoms BY FOREIGN STATES
[bookmark: __RefHeading___26]3.1. Legal basis for the protection of the interests of children placed in the care of foreign citizens
According to Russian law, the adoption of Russian children by foreign citizens or stateless persons is allowed only in cases where it is not possible to put these children for adoption by families of citizens of the Russian Federation permanently residing in the territory of the Russian Federation, or by relatives of children regardless of the citizenship and place of residence of these relatives.
In Russia, the total number of foreign adoptions is steadily decreasing: in 2023, 6 children were adopted by foreign citizens (0.27 percent of the total number of minors put up for adoption (2,243), at the same time, potential adoptive parents met adoptive children in 2021 (in 2022, the total number of foreign adoptions totaled to 57 children, in 2021 – 69 children, in 2020 – 38 children, in 2019 – 240 children).
Registration of children at the consular office is carried out within three months from the date of their entry into the state of residence of the adoptive parents. Control over the registration of an adopted child is carried out by a competent body designated by the foreign state or an organization for the adoption of children that represented the interests of potential adoptive parents in accordance with the established procedure when they adopted a child in the territory of the Russian Federation, or the competent authorities of a foreign state that undertook to exercise this control.
At the end of the calendar year, consular offices send the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation informs the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation of the registered children, cancellation of adoption and (or) the rearrangement of children in another family, the death of adopted children, violence against adopted children, cruel treatment of them, other actions that caused harm to the life and health of adopted children, and other violations of the rights and legitimate interests of adopted children.
There are no arrears in the consular registration in the consular offices of the Russian Federation of children adopted by foreign citizens since 2022.
A competent body designated by the foreign state or organization for the adoption of children through its representative offices opened in the Russian Federation may represent the interests of foreign citizens or stateless persons for the purpose of selecting and putting children up for adoption, as well as to carry out other non-commercial activities to protect their rights in the territory of the Russian Federation[footnoteRef:165]. [165:  Regulation on the Activities of Agencies and Organizations of Foreign States on the Adoption of Children in the Territory of the Russian Federation and Control over Its Implementation, approved by Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation, September 11, 2020 No. 1396.] 

In order to carry out adoption activities, foreign state organizations must obtain permission from the Ministry of Education of Russia to open a representative office. Since 2016, no new permits have been issued to representative offices of foreign non-profit organizations, as well as permits to open representative offices of foreign state agencies and organizations engaged in activities in the field of adoption.
Representative offices send to the executive authority of the Russian Federation region reports prepared by the competent authority of the state on the territory of which the adopted child lives (hereinafter referred to as the reports) on the living conditions and upbringing of the child in the family of adoptive parents. The reports must reflect information about the state of health of children, their education, emotional and behavioral development, self-care skills, appearance and relationships in the family, as well as photos of the family and the children on the day of reporting in a certain order and within the established time limits.
In terms of monitoring and control over the activities of representative offices of foreign organizations that have permits for the implementation of adoption activities in the territory of the Russian Federation, in 2023, work was completed to terminate the activities of representative offices in cases of multiple violations its obligations or in cases of failure to eliminate violations identified by the Ministry of Education of Russia in the course of monitoring the activities of representative offices.
Thus, at present, there are no representative offices with valid permits in the territory of the Russian Federation. Of the 15 permits that were in effect as of January 1, 2023, 3 have been suspended and 12 have been terminated.
Existing bilateral cooperation agreements of Russia in the field of adoption of children with Italy, France, and Spain[footnoteRef:166] provide a legal basis for monitoring the situation and preserving the ties of earlier adopted children with their historical homeland, provide stipulate that adopted children keep their Russian citizenship when they acquire citizenship of a foreign state, and serve as an instrument of ensuring protection of the rights and legitimate interests of such children, through support from the Russian state. [166:  Federal Law No. 258-FZ of November 9, 2009 "On Ratification of the Agreement between the Russian Federation and the Italian Republic on Cooperation in the Field of Adoption of Children", Federal Law No. 148-FZ of July 28, 2012 "On Ratification of the Agreement between the Russian Federation and the French Republic on Cooperation in the Field of Adoption of Children", Federal Law No. 28-FZ of March 8, 2015 "On Ratification of the Agreement between the Russian Federation and the Kingdom of Spain on the Adoption of Children" cooperation in the field of adoption of children".] 

[bookmark: __RefHeading___27]3.2. Protection of the rights of minors in the area of guardianship and family placement
Since February 2022, more than 5 million residents of the DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson regions, Ukraine, including more than 700 thousand children, have arrived on the territory of Russia, fleeing from bombing, shelling and repression by the Ukrainian Nazis.
Most of the minors arrived in Russia as part of their families: accompanied by their parents, guardians, trustees. They were placed in temporary accommodation centers, found shelter with relatives or when possible, rented a place.
Among the evacuated citizens were pupils of boarding schools for orphans and children left without parental care (about 2 thousand people in total), whose legal representatives were directors or employees of these institutions. Taking into account the interests of children, the President of the Russian Federation issued an instruction on the immediate removal of legal barriers to place such children in family-type conditions – under guardianship or care. The life of children is arranged at their request and with their own consent, taking into account the special needs and interests in accordance with the requirements of international and Russian law.
Among the pupils of institutions for orphans located on the territory of the DPR and LPR, there were children with Ukrainian citizenship. It is noteworthy that children from among Ukrainian citizens permanently resided and stayed in institutions for orphans and children left without parental care in the territory of the DPR and LPR for at least three years, and some for five or more years. According to available information, the Ukrainian authorities all these years were not interested in the life of those children, health and proper development. However, they began to point out the possible violation of various international norms by the Russian Federation after the question of minors potentially remaining in Russia was raised. From an early age, these children faced the consequences of hostilities, suffering and deprivation, lack of parental attention and care. Many of them were in dire need of qualified medical care, and rehabilitation using the latest technologies, taking into account individual health issues. The minors underwent socio-pedagogical, speech therapy and defectological diagnostics and were provided with the necessary assistance.
Taking into account the increased threats to the life and health of the civilian population, 997 children whose interests are legally represented by the state (71 children from children's homes, 761 orphans or children left without parental care, 265 children from children's social centers) were evacuated from the DPR since February 2022 due to the intensification of hostilities. The rest of the children traveled with their parents and at will. Since the beginning of the special military operation, 16,697 children have been evacuated from the liberated territories of the DPR.
At the same time, according to the information received by the Commission from the Commissioner on Human Rights in the Donetsk People's Republic D.V. Morozova, before the start of the special military operation, the Ukrainian authorities in the territories of the DPR temporarily controlled by Kiev began to implement measures for the forced removal of minors – in care of state children's institutions, and children brought up in families. It is not possible to state the exact number of such minors, their current whereabouts and fates. 
The Ministry of Reintegration of Ukraine announced the forced evacuation of children from the Kiev-controlled areas of the DPR. It was planned to move about 250 children from 8 settlements, accompanied by one of the parents or legal representative. The children were supposed to be sent first to the "humanitarian hub", and then to the Zhytomyr region[footnoteRef:167]. [167:  RBC, October 23, 2023.] 

According to Governor of the Kherson region V.V. Saldo, "the "authorities" of the occupied territory of the Kherson region appointed by the Kiev regime announced the forced evacuation of children from settlements on the right bank of the Dnieper – from Kherson Antonivka to Dudch"[footnoteRef:168]. [168:  RIA Novosti, October 24, 2023.] 

On the territory of the Kherson region, 1,399 children who have arrived from the right bank and some areas of the left bank of the region are studying in general education institutions in various municipal districts. Evacuation of children (including orphans) from the right bank and other areas of the Kherson region was also carried out to other regions of Russia.
In the period October 7-9, 2022, 1,740 children were moved to children's health camps in Yevpatoria (Republic of Crimea). In October 14, 2022 starts the return of minors to the Kherson region, including those returned by their own parents.
Also in October 2022, 46 children were evacuated to the territory of the Republic of Crimea from the Kherson Regional Children's Home because it was moved to the safe part of the Kherson region. Among them, 8 children had the status of orphans and children left without parental care. 38 children were in a difficult life situation, and were placed in a children's home at the request of their parents. 33 children were placed in the Republican Specialized Children's Home for Children with Lesions of the Central Nervous System and Mental Disorders "Yelochka", 13 children were placed in the Children's Anti-Tuberculosis Sanatorium "Opushki".
Since October 12, 2022, 596 children from the Kherson region have been evacuated to the Krasnodar Territory with the consent of their parents. On November 12, 2022, 379 children were re-evacuated (returned to their families). By the end of 2022 the remaining 217 children were taken by parents who had left for different regions of the Russian Federation.
The Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation conducts weekly monitoring of information about the arrival of orphans and children left without parental care. As of November 1, 2023, 1,816 children who arrived live in 55 constituent entities of the Russian Federation, including 1,646 people from the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic, the Lugansk People's Republic, the Zaporozhye region and the Kherson region, and 170 people from the territory of Ukraine.
949 children are pupils of organizations for orphans and children left without parental care (hereinafter referred to as organizations for orphans), 429 children arrived with guardians (trustees), 438 minors were accompanied by persons who are not their legal representatives.
Arrangements for the arrived children were made given their life situation. 667 children were placed in families, 329 are under supervision in organizations for orphans and children left without parental care, 130 minors admitted for training in professional educational organizations and those not under guardianship are enrolled with full state support in these educational organizations.
To take the necessary urgent measures to protect the rights and the interests of children who arrived without a legal representative, the guardianship authorities place them under preliminary guardianship (care) by accompanying persons or relatives[footnoteRef:169]. 406 children are under preliminary guardianship (care). [169:  According to Article 12 of Federal Law No. 48-FZ of April 24, 2008 "On Guardianship and Care", preliminary guardianship is a temporary form of placement of a child.] 

The Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation also constantly monitors the identification and placement of children left without parental care in the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic, Lugansk People's Republic, Kherson Region and Zaporozhye Region, as well as consults specialists from the executive authorities of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation on these issues.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___28]3.3. Family reunification, return of children to Ukraine and Russia
If orphans and children left without parental care have close relatives, including on the territory of Ukraine, and the latter express a wish to take minors, the question of the possible reunification shall be considered immediately. To do this, it is necessary to contact the territorial care and guardianship authority at the place of residence of the children with documents confirming kinship.
The competent agencies of the Russian Federation authorities are working to reunite the children who have arrived with their parents or relatives who remained in Ukraine or moved to other countries.
At the same time, members of the Parliamentary Commission have repeatedly refuted the information published in the Ukrainian media about 19 thousand children allegedly forcibly moved to Russia. This information is not true. The parliamentary commission has repeatedly checked the information posted there and found many inconsistencies.
With the participation of the Commissioner for Human Rights in the Russian Federation T.N. Moskalkova since the beginning of the special military operation in the territories of Ukraine, the DPR and the LPR has been assisted in the reunification of 42 children (8 citizens of the Russian Federation, 34 citizens of Ukraine) with their parents.
12-year-old Kira and 9-year-old Ilya lost their parents during hostilities in the city of Mariupol and received mine-blast injuries as a result of bombing and shelling by Ukrainian troops. The children were rescued by the Russian military and taken from the basements of the city of Mariupol to the city of Donetsk, where they received high-quality medical care. At the request of the grandparents of Kira and Ilya, who live in Ukraine, the children were placed under their guardianship, which was formalized with the support of the Commissioner for Human Rights in the Donetsk People's Republic D.V. Morozova, the adviser to the head of the Donetsk People's Republic on children's rights E.M. Fedorenko and the Director of the State Service for Family and Children Affairs of the Donetsk People's Republic S.A. Mayboroda. Further, human rights activists left for the DPR to accompany guardians to the children and organize their return through the territory of Russia to Ukraine. One child was transported in a lying position, so his transportation was carried out by specialized road transport (April 24, 2022). As a result, the children and their guardians were taken to the city of Moscow, from where they flew to Turkey.
Children evacuated from the city of Mariupol and undergoing rehabilitation in the boarding house "Polyany", were freely handed over to the father on June 19, 2022, after the latter's first appeal to the Russian side.
In October 2023, Qatar acted as an intermediary between Russia and Ukraine in the return of some Ukrainian children to their homeland. "The State of Qatar declares the process of reuniting a number of Ukrainian children with their families in Ukraine successful and considers this an important beginning on the path of reuniting the rest of the children affected by the Russian-Ukrainian war with their families," the statement published on the page of the Qatari Foreign Ministry said.
On November 19, 2023, with the participation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Qatar, UNICEF, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Embassy of the Republic of Belarus, as well as a representative of the Vatican, Bogdan Yermokhin was handed over to his cousin. On December 15, 2023, 2 children (brother and sister) living with their grandmother in the Kherson region were handed over to their mother, a citizen of Ukraine. On December 22, 2023, after a long preliminary work, 3 children (sons are 9 and 17 years old, a daughter is 12 years old), who since the end of 2021 could not leave the territory of Ukraine, where they temporarily stayed with their grandmother, were returned to a Russian family.
The parliamentary commission also draws attention to a number of cases when children are taken from orphanages by showing a letter of attorney and introducing themselves as relatives[footnoteRef:170]. However, in Ukraine, such certificates can be bought. Therefore, it is possible that child abductors may act in a similar way. Taking into account these facts and circumstances, the Parliamentary Commission proposes to consider the development of a procedure for determining biological kinship in relation to foreign citizens in certain cases using a DNA test. [170:  This information was made available to the Parliamentary Commission from the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. ] 

[bookmark: __RefHeading___29]3.4. Cyber threats aimed at minors by foreign states and the Kiev regime
After the start of the special military operation, a number of unfriendly states, including Ukraine, are carrying out a full-fledged information war against Russia. The Kiev regime and Western special services use the Internet to implement a deliberate policy of ideological influence on the younger generation to destabilize and criminalize the Russian population. A particular threat is posed by the dissemination of information that recruits young Russians in extremist and terrorist activities that harm immature physical and mental health of children.
The parliamentary commission recorded the facts of the recruitment of children by representatives of the Kiev regime. Children are forced to send photos and the coordinates of the Russian troops, with the help of which the Armed Forces of Ukraine are correcting their artillery strikes, commit sabotage inside Russia, for example, arson of relay cabinets on the approach tracks, and participate in the creation of fake content. False information is being spread on the Internet with the participation of children about the alleged crimes of Russia. An example of such viral content is the story of a boy Misha from the city of Mariupol, whose mother accused Russian troops of aggression. However, the results of the investigation showed that this family lives in the city of Khartsyzsk, which has been part of the DPR since 2014.
Involvement of minors in destructive activities, as a rule, it takes place on social networks and instant messengers. Fake accounts, closed channels and chatbots are used. Children are first attracted to illegal actions online, and then are taken to real life, giving clear instructions.
The Parliamentary Commission received information about Kiev's attempts to influence children through online computer games, as well as to form a teenage pro-Ukrainian gaming environment in Russia. 
According to analysts of the CyberMoscow project (works under the Government of Moscow), the Security Service of Ukraine began its active work in the video game industry back in 2017 – many unofficial servers were opened in Western Ukraine. In such games, there is a Russophobic video sequence. Children can form a negative image of our country. For example, in one of the most popular games "World of Tanks", which is played by 140 thousand citizens of the Russian Federation (mostly minors), Russian tanks are always worse than Western ones and constantly break down. Often, gamers with Russophobic views become VIP players (they spread their ideas in closed chats).
A number of game development studios are transferring money to help the Armed Forces of Ukraine. For example, "Wárgaming" transferred the Armed Forces of Ukraine $1.5 million (publication on their website). The studio has launched special feature sets in its games. Gamers buy them, and the money goes to help the Armed Forces of Ukraine (publication on their website). It turns out that Russian children, being misled, can unconsciously sponsor the Armed Forces of Ukraine by purchasing donations in games.
These facts require close attention. To date, two video games are on the federal list of extremist materials and in the register of organizers of information dissemination. Work in this area is carried out by the competent authorities of the Russian Federation.
The video game industry is a special part of legal regulation, which must be approached with extreme caution, respecting the fundamental rights of children. According to principle 7 of the 1959 Declaration of the Rights of the Child: The child shall have full opportunity for play and recreation, which should be directed to the same purposes as education; society and the public authorities shall endeavor to promote the enjoyment of this right.
The way out of the situation is to promote on Russian servers our own games. The President of the Russian Federation has already instructed the Government of the Russian Federation to prepare proposals for the promotion of home-grown video games to international markets, including the BRICS countries[footnoteRef:171]. [171:  Order of President of the Russian Federation V.V. Putin dated August 17, 2023 No. Pr-1593.] 

The President of the Russian Federation also instructed the Government of the Russian Federation to prepare measures to monitor the information contained in video games to verify compliance with the legislation on information, information technology and information protection, and to support domestic video games and game services[footnoteRef:172]. [172:  Order of President of the Russian Federation V.V. Putin dated December 18, 2023 No. Pr-2466.] 

As part of the work of the Parliamentary Commission with the relevant federal executive bodies, the following issues were worked out:
on the inclusion in the action plan on implementation of the Strategy for Comprehensive Safety of Children in the Russian Federation for the period up to 2030[footnoteRef:173] a set of measures to strengthen the protection of schoolchildren from involvement in destructive activities, given the intensification of attempts by the Kiev regime to create mechanisms for influencing Russian children; [173:  Strategy for Comprehensive Safety of Children in the Russian Federation for the period up to 2030 was approved by the Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of May 17, 2023 No. 358, the action plan for the implementation of Strategy for Comprehensive Safety of Children in the Russian Federation for the period up to 2030 was approved by the Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of November 17, 2023 No. 3233-r.] 

about protection from threats posed by the Kiev regime in video games.
Based on the results of the study of these issues, the federal executive authorities support the need to strengthen the protection of minors from involvement in destructive activities and from cyber threats, including in video games.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___30]3.5. Holding accountable persons involved in the criminal actions of the Kiev regime against minors, encroachments on their rights and freedoms
[bookmark: __RefHeading___31]3.5.1. Practice of holding open trials of war criminals
With the beginning of the Great Patriotic War, the Soviet Union actively began to form a legal framework for the collection of evidence of the crimes of fascism, the improvement of judicial procedures for the consideration of criminal cases of war crimes of the Nazi invaders and their accomplices.
By the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Council of the USSR of November 2, 1942, the Extraordinary State Commission for the Establishment of and the investigation of the atrocities of the German fascist invaders and their accomplices and the damage caused by them to citizens, collective farms, civil organizations, state enterprises and institutions of the USSR, the materials of which were subsequently used in the International Military Tribunal for the trial and punishment of the main war criminals of the European Axis countries (the Nuremberg Tribunal) and other trials of war criminals as evidence of the atrocities committed by the Hitlerites on the territory of the Soviet Union.
Even before the International Military Tribunal began its work in Nuremberg, in a number of cities of the USSR, open trials were held for military personnel of Nazi Germany, Romania and Hungary on charges of committing war crimes. The legal basis for the trials was laid by Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Council of the USSR of April 19, 1943 No. 39 "On punitive measures for German Fascist Villains Guilty of Murders and Torture of the Soviet Civilian Population and Red Army prisoners of war; for Spies, Traitors to the Motherland from among Soviet Citizens, and for their Accomplices."
By Decree of the Council of People's Commissars of the USSR of March 16, 1943 No. 299, republican (25), territorial (4), and regional (76) commissions began to be created in the territories liberated from the occupiers. More than 7 million workers and collective farmers, engineers and technicians, scientists and public figures took part in the elaboration of the acts.
The most important result of the Commission's work was the compilation of lists of Axis war criminals. By October 1945, these lists included about 7 thousand people, including about 1 thousand Nazis. A gigantic amount of work was done, which made it possible to collect unique evidence material, which was overwhelmingly accepted by the Nuremberg Tribunal.
By 1948, that is, by the time the work of the said Commission was completed, 80 lists had been compiled, including 40,000 names of German, Italian, Albanian, Bulgarian, Hungarian, and Romanian war criminals, and 26 lists prepared by the Sub-Commission on the Far East and the Pacific.
Prior to the commencement of the work of the International Military Tribunal in Nuremberg, In 1945-1946, in many European countries, trials of collaborators and war criminals were held, including Marshal of France and Head of the Government of Vichy France Philippe Pétain and the ministers of his government (July 1945), head of the government of Norway Vidkun Quisling (May-August 1945), Prime Minister of Hungary Béla Imrédi de Omoravica (1946), President of Finland Risto Ryti (November 1945) and others.
In total, according to the UN War Crimes Commission as of November 16, 1946, by October 31 of the same year, 1,108 war criminals had been convicted in Europe, 413 sentenced to death, 485 imprisoned and 210 acquitted. In the Far East, 1,350 people were convicted, 384 were sentenced to death, 704 were imprisoned and 262 were acquitted.
On the territory of the USSR, 21 open trials were held. A total of 222 people were convicted, 84 of whom were sentenced to death. For the most part, the trials were held in an open mode and were widely covered both in the Soviet and in the foreign press. The consideration of the relevant cases was entrusted to military field courts and mobile sessions of the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR. From November 24, 1947, cases of war crimes were considered in closed sessions. In 1955–1956, after the death of I.V. Stalin, foreigners convicted both in closed and open trials, were handed over to the authorities of their countries.
The last of the "Soviet Nurembergs" was the Khabarovsk trial, which took place on December 25-30, 1949. As a result, 12 former Japanese servicemen who took part in the manufacture of and the production of bacteriological weapons capable of hitting vast areas were sentenced. The investigation was carried out by a research bureau "Anti-epidemic detachment No. 731". As a result of the trial, all the defendants were found guilty and sentenced to imprisonment in the camps for a period of 3 to 25 years. On December 23, 1956, in connection with the normalization of Soviet-Japanese relations, all convicted Japanese were handed over to a representative of the Japanese government in the city of Nakhodka.
At the same time, the Parliamentary Commission conducted a historical and legal analysis of the crimes of the Kiev regime and compared them with the wording of the decisions of the Nuremberg (1945-1947), Tokyo (1946-1948) and Khabarovsk (1949) tribunals. The neo-Nazis in Kiev are copying the deeds of their ideologists, the fascists of the 20th century.
The Nuremberg Tribunal calls coercive medical experiments and killing people for the sake of transplants "crimes so horrible that at first glance they are impossible to imagine." The verdict of the Tokyo Tribunal defines these acts as "inhumane atrocities." Both of these international processes have issued unequivocal sentences without the right of appeal. However, a number of criminals managed to escape punishment.
Therefore, the USSR held the Khabarovsk Tribunal. At it, all the convicts pleaded guilty and admitted that they called people "logs" or "experimental material", who "were treated after experiments, and then used for other experiments, and so on until death." Soviet and Chinese "children were given chocolate contaminated with bacteria" and "infusions of animal blood."
Some of the crimes condemned by these tribunals are copied by neo-Nazis with the connivance of the Kiev regime. While at the Tokyo Tribunal the criminal No. 1 – former Prime Minister of militaristic Japan Tojo wrote in his will before the death penalty about "a major miscalculation of the United States, which agreed to the destruction of Japan as a bastion of struggle against the USSR", today the West has again decided to pump up the militaristic regime, even to the detriment of its own social programs.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___32]3.5.2. Potential organization of open trials for Kiev regime accused of committing crimes against minors committing crimes against minors
The Supreme Court of the Russian Federation reported that at the moment it is not entitled to express any position on the possible interaction with the Parliamentary Commission and the prospects of a specific criminal case by a competent court.
The position of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation is based on the current legislation. In accordance with Article 126 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation and Articles 2 and 5 of the Federal Constitutional Law of February 5, 2014 No. 3-FKZ "On the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation", the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation is the highest judicial body for civil cases, cases for the settlement of economic disputes, criminal, administrative and other cases within its competence, exercises judicial supervision over the activities of the courts, and also gives explanations to the courts on issues of judicial practice on the basis of its study and generalization.
The question of the form and procedure for holding a court hearing in a criminal case, in which a preliminary investigation was carried out by competent authorities on the basis of the materials of a parliamentary investigation and which, with an indictment approved by the prosecutor, was submitted to the court competent to consider it in accordance with the rules of jurisdiction pertains to this court in accordance with the requirements of the Criminal Procedure Code of the Russian Federation.
The Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation believes that the question of an open trial against persons who have committed crimes of this category requires additional study in cooperation with other interested state agencies of the Russian Federation.
CONCLUSIONS ON CHAPTER 3
Throughout the period of the parliamentary inquiry, the Parliamentary Commission worked closely with human rights institutions.
Monitoring the entry in the territory of the Russian Federation regions of orphans and children left without parental care, who arrived on an emergency basis from the zone of the special military operation (DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye region, Kherson region, Ukraine); and their living arrangements showed that the movements and placement of such children is carried out in strict accordance with the legislation of the Russian Federation.
The procedure for registering these children is completely transparent. All necessary measures are being taken to ensure that children with relatives are reunited with families living both in the Russian Federation and in Ukraine.
The issues of observing the rights of minors in the field of guardianship and finding families were taken under control by parliamentarians. All legislative conditions will be created to ensure the protection of children from encroachments on their rights and freedoms by foreign states.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___33]Chapter 4. social support and rehabilitation Measures for the children affected by the KIEV REGIME
[bookmark: __RefHeading___34]4.1. Registration of Affected Children. Unified Registry of Affected Children
The Kiev regime is committing grievous crimes against the civilian population, including women and children. One of the main objectives pursued by the special military operation initiated by the Russian Federation is to protect civilians, including children, from the criminal actions of the Kiev entity. Establishment of a unified state register of children suffered from the Kiev's armed aggression is a task of paramount importance for the Parliamentary Commission.
Based on the agreements concluded between the Donetsk People's Republic (DPR) and the Lugansk People's Republic (LPR) the representative offices of DPR and LPR correspondingly were established in the Joint Center for Control and Coordination. It was done for the protection of the interests of the DPR and LPR, rights and freedoms of citizens thereof, as well as for the registration of affected individuals, including children, in connection with Ukraine's ongoing war crimes in the territory of Donbas. The main goals for these representative offices are the following:
identification, verification and documenting the facts of Ukraine's armed aggression against the Donetsk People's Republic and the Lugansk People's Republic;
provision of data, as well as its verification and operational synchronization with regards to the consequences of the Ukraine’s armed aggression. It applies to the data available and received by the state bodies, local authorities and organizations of all forms of ownership;
prompt dissemination of information to the public and mass media on the facts and consequences of the Ukraine's armed aggression against the DPR and LPR verified and confirmed by the relevant government authorities of the Russian Federation, as well as on the results of the activities conducted by the representative offices of the Donetsk People's Republic and Lugansk People's Republic in the Joint Center for Control and Coordination.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___35]4.2. Social Security and Health Care
[bookmark: __RefHeading___36]4.2.1. Foster and Institutional Care for the Orphaned Children
In order to shape a negative image around Russia, the Ukrainian authorities have come up with a myth on thousands of children allegedly illegally "deported" by Russia from the military conflict area. Back in 2023, Kiev compiled a list of missing minors to put out an international search notice. However, there are reasons to consider that the children on the list were taken to Europe, United States, and United Kingdom as well as other countries. As it appeared in April 2024, 161 children under the search were found: these children were taken to Germany and accompanied by their legal representatives[footnoteRef:174]. [174:  Kiev announced that more than 160 children believed to be 'taken to Russia' are found in Germany" // TASS, April 17, 2024.] 

The aspects pertaining to evacuation of children from the special military operation zone and the wellbeing of these minors are being closely monitored by the senators of the Russian Federation.
The evacuation of citizens, including minors, from the special military operation zone is carried out upon their request and under consent in accordance with the norms of international law. Most of the children arrived with their parents or legal representatives (guardians). The children, together with accompanying adults, are either placed at the temporary accommodation facilities as requested or have found a place of residence on their own where they stay together with their relatives, friends or acquaintances.
In March 2022, the organized evacuation of children being raised in the orphanages was facilitated. Children arrived together with their educators, directors and staff of the organizations where they were brought up. The maximum number of such children for the entire period of the special military operation was 1,023 as of January 2023.
Besides, 421 children on either voluntarily or independent basis came together with their guardians and custodians to different regions of the Russian Federation.
Another 1,202 children arrived, along with relatives, acquaintances and neighbors however without proper documents failing thereby to confirm their legal representation. In order to provide these children with the state guarantees and ensure access to the necessary financial support, all such children were placed under the provisional guardianship of the persons with whom they have arrived.
Total number of arrived children is 2,700.
Monitoring of living conditions of the children left without parental care who arrived on emergency basis from the special military operation zone is carried out regularly throughout the entire period of the Special Military Operation.
All necessary measures are taken so that the children could return to their region of permanent residence.
So, in summer of 2023, children from the Lugansk People's Republic got returned back to their region.
In order to protect the rights and freedoms of the children of Donbas, the President of the Russian Federation, Mr. Vladimir Putin, has ordered to remove the legal barriers so the children can be placed to foster care in the Russian families, primarily under provisional guardianship or custody conditions.
It should be emphasized that it is not only an indication of the priority given by the Russian Federation to the child protection, but also demonstrates the commitment to improve underlying mechanisms of such protection. This approach is fully compliant with the norms of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, whose preamble states that children shall be brought up in a family-like environment, an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding in order to become developed fully and harmoniously.
In the progression of this work, the ad-hoc task-forces were organized to deal with synchronization of the Russian Federation legislation on guardianship and custody. Representatives of the federal executive authorities, the Donetsk People's Republic and Lugansk People's Republic, as well as the children's rights ombudsman were engaged in the activities of such task-forces. 
President of the Russian Federation Mr. Vladimir Putin signed the Decree[footnoteRef:175] on simplifying acquisition of the Russian citizenship by orphans and children left without parental care from the Donetsk People's Republic and Lugansk People's Republic (before these regions were incorporated into the Russian Federation), as well as children from Ukraine. The decree considerably simplified the resolution of guardianship and custody issues. It shall be emphasized that although the children from the new regions of the Russian Federation acquired the Russian citizenship, they still retain the citizenship of their state of birth. [175:  Decree of the President of the Russian Federation No. 330 issued as of May 30, 2022 (expired on January 4, 2024).] 

Decisions to place orphans and children without parental care under the guardianship (custody) of Russian citizens were taken exclusively by the authorized bodies of the new regions of the Russian Federation. Adoption of children by the Russian citizens was never considered as a priority option. The provisional guardianship is considered as the most preferable approach, especially from the perspective of possible further reunification of the minors with their relatives.
The work was carried out on a case-by-case basis i.e. for each child individually: a circle of relatives is identified, their readiness to accept the child is ascertained, and only in a situation when it is impossible to place the children in their birth family the decision was taken by the authorities to place such children in the Russian foster families.
Only families with the necessary background were selected as foster families i.e. families with multiple children and the families, already having some fostering background. At that, the specificities, health status and needs of children, as well as other circumstances were considered.
When working with the children, psychologists discovered and recognized the desire of minors themselves to be placed in foster families. According to the Russian law, a child's opinion must be taken into account from the age of 10+, and from the age of 14+, a decision must be made on the basis of the minor's him/herself stance. 
However, despite these age-related thresholds, the opinion and desire of a child remain a key priority while making a decision on where to place him/her.
All the regions of the Russian Federation can provide conditions for a fulfilled life for the children, so they can have access to health care and rehabilitation, leisure and educational programs. Once the children have acquired the Russian citizenship, they become entitled to all social guarantees provided by the federal and regional legislation.
In the LPR, for example, the network of social institutions providing social security services to minors in difficult life situations is in place and full operation: such as, the LPR State Educational Institution "Technical boarding school" (it provides training, inter alia, to disabled children, children with disabilities, and orphans), the State Educational Institution of the LPR "Family Center" (it provides services to families with children in difficult life situations) (for the education of disabled children, children with disabilities and orphans), the Family Center (provides services to families with children in difficult life situations and orphans), the Republican Center for the Social Rehabilitation of Disabled Children "Vozrozhdenie", LPR "Lugansk Children's Rehabilitation Institution "Nezabudka" (health improvement and recreation services for children in need of special social protection), LPR State Budget Institution "Republican Health Resort" (health improvement of children of deceased special military operation combatants).
The Ministry of Labor of the Kherson Region acts in a capacity of guardianship and custody agency for the minors. It manages two organizations for the orphans: the State Institution "Alyoshkinsly Orphanage-Boarding School" and the Kherson Regional Orphanage. The "Alyoshkinsky Orphanage-Boarding School" provides social security services at the in-patient facility to the disabled children from 3 to 18 years of age suffering from serious impairments in intellectual development, psycho-neurodevelopmental disabilities, fully or partially disabled children, as well as children in need of permanent care, including the orphans and children left without parental care. The Kherson Regional Orphanage’s capacity is 72 beds, and 43 minors are under its care, including 27 children left without parental care and 16 children that are placed by their legal representatives to receive social security services. Currently, the Kherson Regional Orphanage for children aged from 0 to 6, which has 45 beds, is not accepting children due to renovation in progress, and upgrade of its premises with the necessary specialized equipment.
The "Novokievsky Social Rehabilitation Center for Minors", 90 beds capacity, will be launched shortly.
According to the information provided by the Ministry of Labor of the Kherson Region, 43 orphans and children left without parental care were newly identified in the Q1 of 2024. Out of the newly identified and previously registered orphans, 24 children were placed in the foster families in Q1 of 2024.
Commissions for juvenile affairs and protection of their rights are being formed. Based on the decree issued by the Governor of the Kherson region[footnoteRef:176], 7 such commissions are already operating in the region. The Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation has assigned the Krasnodar Territory as a supervisor/sponsor for the Kherson region, which provides advisory, organizational and methodological assistance for these commissions. In order to identify the children "at-risk", the social and psychological testing of schoolchildren was organized for the first time in history during the 2023/24 school year in the Kherson region. [176:  Decree of the Governor of the Kherson region as of November 9, 2023, No. 161-u "On Organization of the Commissions on Minors' Affairs and Protection of their Rights".] 

[bookmark: __RefHeading___37]4.2.2. Social Support Measures for the Children and Families with Children
According to data provided by the Russian Ministry of Emergency Situations and the Russian Ministry of Health, as of early March 2024, more than 36,000 civilians, including almost 10,000 children, are placed in 1,000 temporary accommodation centers in 66 regions of the Russian Federation.
Since the year of 2022, the Ombudsman for Human Rights in the Russian Federation has received enormous number of requests from the citizens evacuated from the territories of the DPR, LPR and Ukraine, including regarding defense of rights and legitimate interests of children. Citizens have raised issues on social and medical care, education, social and humanitarian assistance and other matters. As of the end of September 2023 the status is the following:
17,826 requests were received via the established hotline;
1,497,372 requests for the lump-sum financial assistance in the amount of 10,000 rubles per person were granted;
emergency psychological assistance was provided to 36,273 recipients;
132,860 people, including 44,980 children, sought for medical care; 250,836 express tests for Covid-19 coronavirus infection were taken, including for 84,623 children;
171,985 SIM cards from various mobile operators were distributed free of charge to provide evacuees with mobile means of communication;
Legal assistance was provided upon 405,547 requests.
The Russian Federation has taken unprecedented measures to support and create the most favorable conditions possible for the individuals evacuated from the area of combat operations as well as refugees. Such measures include free accommodation and meals at the temporary accommodation facilities, free medical care, one-time material assistance, lump-sum and monthly payments, admission to the university education, postgraduate studies and others support measures
In addition, children with disabilities have been granted the right to receive the state social assistance in the form of social security services[footnoteRef:177], which include the following: [177:  In accordance with Federal Law No. 178-FZ as of July 17, 1999 "On the State Social Assistance".] 

provision of necessary medications, medical devices and specialized medical nutrition products;
provision of a voucher for recreational treatment in case if there are relevant medical indications;
free travel by suburban railway transport and intercity transport both to and from the place of receiving the medical treatment.
For the citizens entitled to receive a monthly cash payment, such payment in 2023 is provided without deduction of the cost of the above-mentioned social security services[footnoteRef:178]. [178:  In accordance with the Federal Law as of February 17, 2023, No. 18-FZ "On specificity of the legal regulation of relations in the sphere of social protection and social services for citizens living in the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic, People’s Republic, Zaporozhye region and Kherson region".] 

Starting from January 2023, families with children living in the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic, Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye region and Kherson region are provided with social support measures in accordance with federal legislation, including the following state benefits:
maternity allowance;
monthly allowance in connection with child-birth;
lump-sum allowance at the birth of a child;
monthly childcare allowance;
lump-sum allowance when a child is placed in foster care;
lump-sum allowance to the pregnant wife of a military conscript serviceman;
monthly allowance for children of a serviceman performing conscripted military service.
In accordance with the provisions of federal legislation, the families having children in the territories of the new regions of the Russian Federation are entitled for maternal (family) capital.
Starting from January 1, 2024, the social contract started to operate – i.e. financial resources have been allocated for the conclusion of 800 agreements between the social security agencies and the citizens. There are currently 138 social service organizations operating in the Donbas and Novorossiya regions, where more than 100,000 families receive social support.
In 2023-2024, a pilot project on establishment of multi-purpose centers for families is under implementation in certain regions of the Russian Federation. Their main task is to provide comprehensive social security support, social services and social assistance to families, including families with children, in difficult life situations, young families, families of combatants in the Special Military Operation and other categories of families. By the end of 2024, it is planned to launch 100 family multipurpose centers across the country, including one center in DPR and Zaporozhye region, each[footnoteRef:179]. [179:  Anna Kuznetsova's Telegram channel, April 19, 2024.] 

In addition, in accordance with Presidential Decree No. 975 issued as of December 21, 2023 "On social support measures for families with children affected by the aggression of Ukraine", a lump-sum payment of 100,000 rubles is introduced per child, providing such child is a citizen of the Russian Federation under the age of 18, who got traumatized (wounded, injured or contused) after February 18, 2022. This payment is made available from January 1, 2024 in the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic, Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye region, and Kherson region as well as regions of the Russian Federation adjacent to the areas where the special military operation is carried out. The payment shall be made to one of the parents of the child or to the child himself or herself if he or she has reached the age of 18 at the time of the payment. This payment is not taken into account in determination of whether the child is entitled to other payments and social support measures[footnoteRef:180].  [180:  Presidential Decree No. 975 of December 21, 2023 "On measures of social support for families with children affected by the aggression of Ukraine".] 

All allowances and benefits are awarded under the following conditions:
documents drawn up in the Ukrainian language are accepted without translation into Russian language;
documents (information) required for the receipt of social protection (support) measures shall be provided by the citizens in person on paper;
No decision to refuse providing social protection (support) measures in connection with the absence of income from employment, entrepreneurial activity of a citizen who is an applicant and (or) able-bodied member of the applicant's family shall be taken.
206 children have already received these payments.
In the territories of the DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson Region, the social support measures provided by the regulatory legal acts of these regions of the Russian Federation shall remain in force.
In this way, in the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic and Lugansk People's Republic the following social support measures are provided:
one-time maternity benefit;
monthly childcare allowance until the child reaches the age of 3 years;
lump-sum allowance at the birth of a child;
monthly allowance for children under guardianship or custody, orphans and children left without parental care who are being brought up in family-like children's homes and foster families, payable to foster parents or adoptive parents;
monthly allowance for single mothers (fathers);
monthly allowance for low-income families;
monthly allowance for families with three or more children (large families);
monthly allowance for children whose parents escape making the child spousal support payments.
In addition, at the regional level in the DPR, the citizens are entitled for the lump-sum compensation for harm to their life and health caused by the aggression from the armed forces of Ukraine. In this region of the Russian Federation, there is a practice to provide personalized support for families whose children have suffered from the aggression of the Ukrainian armed forces.
In addition to the above allowances, the LPR has established the following support measures:
monthly allowance for families raising three or more children under the age of 16 (large families);
monthly state social payments for disabled children;
allowances for caring for a disabled child aged 0 to 18, for a disabled child aged 0 to 18 that falls into subgroup A category.
On the basis of the regional support measures, 170 compensation payments were made to the families where the children have died or got injured.
Compensations of payments for housing, utilities and purchase of solid household fuel are provided for the family members of deceased veterans of combat operations, deceased defenders of the Fatherland, as well as for low-income families.
In Kherson and Zaporozhye region the following support measures are provided:
lump sum payment for pregnancy;
lump sum payment at the birth of a child;
monthly payment for a child aged 0 to 18 years or up to 23 years, provided that the child is a full-time student;
monthly payment for a child under guardianship or custody;
monthly payment to single mothers (fathers) for each child.
The right to receive these support measures is granted to the citizens who have permanent registration in the territory of the respective region and have not applied for other support measures established by the legislation of the Russian Federation.
In addition, the following payments are provided in Zaporozhye region: 1 million rubles to the families in which a child has died; 500 thousand rubles to families in which a child is seriously injured; 100 thousand rubles to families in which a child was moderately or slightly injured.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___38]4.2.3. Treatment and Medical Rehabilitation. Scheduled Health Examinations (medical check-ups). Assistance to the Children with Rare (Orphan) Diseases. Palliative care. Medical Support for Children, Including Disabled Individuals
Caring for children's health is a distinctive and indispensable feature of the Russian healthcare system. Integration of the health care systems of the DPR and LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson Regions into the Russian health care system is a priority task, the implementation of which got started from the moment these regions became a part of the Russian Federation.
Under the agreements concluded by the Ministry of Health with the reunited regions of the Russian Federation, the specialists from national medical research centers provide assistance to children in accordance with the profile of medical care and make on-site visits to the territories. It made possible to provide qualified medical assistance to more than 2,500 minors. More than 800 children have been referred to federal medical organizations for high-tech and advanced medical care.
78 protocols for routing patients from the new regions of Russia to the territories of adjacent regions of the Russian Federation have been developed taking into account the transport accessibility, technological capabilities of federal and regional medical organizations, as well as the specificities of diseases and particular patients' condition.
The Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation monitors the provision of specialized medical care, including high-tech one to the citizens arriving from the new regions of the country and their referral to the medical organizations in other regions of the Russian Federation according to the profiles of medical care.
Patients are referred to federal medical organizations for high-tech medical care using the unified state information system in the area of health care.
Following the instruction of the President of the Russian Federation, Mr.Vladimir Putin, dated as of October 5, 2022, in-depth preventive medical examinations were carried out for the children from Donetsk People's Republic, Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye and Kherson regions. From November 1, 2022 to May 31, 2023, for the children the in-depth preventive medical examinations in these regions were carried out by on-site medical teams comprising of specialists from various regions of the Russian Federation. In total, more than 1,000 medical professionals were involved: 700 medical doctors and 300 specialists with nursing medical education. The work of the on-site medical teams was coordinated by the National Medical Research Center for Children's Health of the Russian Ministry of Health.
When children were examined by the narrow medical specialists, the laboratory and instrumental tests, additional consultations and examinations were also immediately carried out.
In-depth preventive medical examinations of children living in the new regions of the Russian Federation were carried out by on-site medical teams using mobile medical complexes (more than 50 units) equipped with all the necessary medical and other equipment (therapy beds, portable ultrasound diagnostic devices, electrocardiographs and computer technology). All these measures have made it possible to organize prompt examinations of children by medical specialists at the premises of educational and other organizations including the hard-to-reach areas.
Based on the results of the in-depth preventive medical examinations, specialists from the National Medical Research Center for Children's Health of the Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation compiled lists of children to be placed on the dispensary register or referred for hospitalization. Besides, they prepared documents for consultations using telemedicine technologies. As a result, medical specialist actually examined about 350,000 children, more than 50 percent of whom were diagnosed for the first time. A total of 108,000 children were categorized as belonging to the health group 1, more than 155,000 – group 2, and more than 114,500 children were placed under dispensary observation, accounting for more than one third of the total number of children examined. 12.4 thousand children were recommended for examination and treatment at in-patient care hospitals, including surgical treatment for more than 7.5 thousand children[footnoteRef:181]. [181:  Information from the Minister of Health of the Russian Federation M.A. Murashko dated December 18, 2023.] 

In order to ensure the early and timely diagnostics of congenital and hereditary diseases, the extended neonatal screening has been provided for the new regions of the Russian Federation since 2023. In 2023, about 10,000 newborns were screened[footnoteRef:182]. [182:  In accordance with the measures of the program of socio-economic development of the Donetsk People's Republic, People’s Republic, Zaporozhye and Kherson region, approved by the order of the Government of the Russian Federation from April 21, 2023 № 1019.] 

To create a three-tier health care system, the RF develops programs for the improvement of the health care systems in the new regions of the Russian Federation, including territorial planning of health care facilities. These programs are being developed with the participation of senior freelance employees of the Russian Ministry of Health and specialized national medical research centers.
In the DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson Region, consultations using telemedicine technologies and on-site preventive activities are regularly conducted, that improves quality of medical care provided to the children. The Federal Center for Disaster Medicine manages all children with a severe injury, including consultations using telemedicine technologies and evacuation. Staff members of the federal medical centers are permanently present in the new regions of the Russian Federation to provide highly qualified and specialized care directly at the place where children can be injured. Beds are being deployed both in outpatient care facilities and clinics, as well as in adjusted premises[footnoteRef:183]. [183:  Information from the Minister of Health of the Russian Federation M.A. Murashko dated December 18, 2023.] 

According to the legislation of the Russian Federation, from March 1, 2023, the DPR and LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson Region shall be guided by the specific regulatory framework in the areas of health care, compulsory medical insurance, circulation of medicines and medical devices[footnoteRef:184]. Financial support for the provision of medical care in organizations subordinated to the executive authorities of the new regions of the Russian Federation shall be provided from regional budgets[footnoteRef:185]. [184:  In accordance with Federal Law No. 16-FZ dated February 17, 2023 "On Specificities of Legal Regulation of Relations in the Spheres of Health Protection, Compulsory Medical Insurance, Circulation of Medicines and Circulation of Medical Devices in Connection with the Admission of the Donetsk People's Republic, People's Republic, Zaporozhye Region and Kherson Region to the Russian Federation".]  [185:  In accordance with Federal Law No. 546-FZ dated November 27, 2023 "On Amendments to Article 5 of the Federal Law "On Peculiarities of Legal Regulation of Relations in the Spheres of Health Protection, Compulsory Medical Insurance, Circulation of Medicines and Circulation of Medical Devices in Connection with the Admission of the Donetsk People's Republic, Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye Region and Kherson Region to the Russian Federation".] 

Also, from March 1, 2023, residents of the new regions of the Russian Federation shall receive compulsory medical insurance policies. Territorial compulsory medical insurance funds have been established and are in operation. 
Building infrastructure for the health-care system is of the utmost importance. In order to increase the birth rate and improve the provision of medical care to women and newborn children, a new perinatal center with 140 beds was built in Donetsk. Construction was completed within record time and the center has already begun to operate. This center employs the most advanced technologies to provide medical assistance to mothers and children, including resuscitation and rehabilitation. In the city of Melitopol, Zaporozhye Region, construction of a multidisciplinary pediatric center is also planned.
Work is underway to strengthen the healthcare infrastructure facilities in the new regions of the Russian Federation. Medical and technical requirements specifications for the design of medical facilities of priority importance have been developed and sent to the Russian Ministry of Construction. In 2022-2023, 234 healthcare facilities were renovated as part of a special infrastructure project, 98 of which have been completed and 136 are in operation.
Five medical organizations provide assistance to minors in the field of medical rehabilitation in DPR. All of them need to be equipped in accordance with the norms established in the Russian Federation[footnoteRef:186]. [186:  In accordance with the order of the Ministry of Health of Russia No. 878n of October 23, 2019.] 

Special attention is drawn to the provision of medical care for children with rare (orphan) diseases. At present, the information systems of the new regions have been integrated into the "Federal register of individuals with hemophilia, cystic fibrosis, pituitary nanism, Gaucher disease, malignant lymphoid neoplasms, hematopoietic and related disorders, multiple sclerosis, hemolytic-uremic syndrome, juvenile arthritis with systemic onset, mucopolysaccharidosis types I, II and VI, unspecified aplastic anemia, hereditary deficiency of factors II (fibrinogen), VII (labile), X (Stuart-Prower), individuals after organ and/or tissue transplantation".
As of October 2023, patients suffering from 17 rare (orphan) diseases were included on the list of life-threatening and chronic progressive rare (orphan) diseases leading to a reduction in the life expectancy of citizens or their disability. They are fully provided with medicines at the expense of the budgets of the regions of the Russian Federation [footnoteRef:187][footnoteRef:188] , including 31 children in the DPR, 17 children in the LPR, 7 children in the Zaporozhye region and 4 children in the Kherson region. [187:  In accordance with Articles 16 and 83 of Federal Law No. 323-FZ of November 21, 2011 "On the Fundamentals of Public Health Protection in the Russian Federation".]  [188:  Approved by Resolution No. 403 of the Government of the Russian Federation dated April 26, 2012.] 

In particular, children with such serious life-threatening and chronic conditions as Wolman's disease, congenital bullous epidermolysis, tuberous sclerosis, neurological diseases, chronic hepatitis C, achondroplasia, cystic fibrosis, and onco-hematology are in need of expensive medicines in the territory of the DPR.
In order to ensure the availability of medical care, including rehabilitation, children from the new regions of the Russian Federation are sent to medical institutions operating in other regions of the Russian Federation as well as federal medical organizations for the provision of specialized medical care.
At present, new regions of Russia are gaining access to the maintenance of subsystems and components of the Unified Information System in Public Health, and information resources of the "Circle of Goodness" Foundation, the Federal Register of citizens entitled to be provided with medicines, medical devices and specialized therapeutic food products at the expense of the federal budget and the budgets of the regions of the Russian Federation, as well as to the subsystem for the automated collection of information on health system indicators from various sources and reporting.
Provision of palliative care is a pressing issue. There are more than 580 children with various degrees and stages of incurable diseases in the DPR. Due to the absence of a palliative care or hospice units in the region's medical organizations, a decision was made to organize a mobile palliative care service. It includes specialized physicians, coordinators, psychologists, and medical workers who make direct home visits to these children and assist families in providing quality care for these children at home.
In cooperation with the "Time for the Kind People" charity, two programs of palliative medical care for children are being implemented in the region such as: "Two Wars of the Children of Donbas" and "You Are Not Alone". Comprehensive assistance is provided for the development and modernization of 5 medical institutions in the DPR, including hospitals in the liberated areas, purchase of expensive and vital medicines, humanitarian aid, and the evacuation of children to medical institutions in other regions of the Russian Federation.
In the LPR, palliative medical care for children is provided in cooperation with the regional non-governmental organization "Way of Kindness". As a result of this joint work, programs are being implemented to improve qualification of medical workers providing palliative care for children, and recommendations have been developed on additional measures to support families with seriously ill children and provide them with necessary medication, care and rehabilitation equipment.
In Kherson region there are no medical organizations and specialists providing palliative medical care for children, and emergency or urgent medical care is provided to them in pediatric departments. In October 2023, the Genic Medical College trained 18 students for the first time on the "Nursing Assistant" profile. In 2024, it is planned to launch a department for on-site patronage in palliative care for children.
Statistical data on children with disabilities and children awaiting planned hospitalization and rehabilitation are collected in the new regions. Upon a request of the Parliamentary Commission in August 2023, the executive authorities of the reunified regions of the Russian Federation provided the following information.
According to the Ministry of Health of the DPR, the number of children with disabilities in the region was 6,335 (including 499 children aged 0 to 4 years, 1,616 children aged 5 to 9 years, 2,502 children aged 10 to 14 years, and 1,718 children aged 15 to 17 years). There were 169 disabled children awaiting planned hospitalization (72 of them in the "neurology" profile) and 481 children awaiting planned rehabilitation (292 of them in the "neurology" profile).
According to the Ministry of Health of the LPR, the number of children with the status of "disabled child" in the region was 4,195 children (including 355 children aged 0 to 4 years, 1,101 children aged 5 to 9 years, 1,658 children aged 10 to 14 years, and 1,081 children aged 15 to 17 years). Hospitalization, including planned hospitalization, in LPR health care facilities was carried out without waiting lists. 18 children who had received the mine blast injuries required planned rehabilitation. From September 3 to 24, 2023, 10 children have undergone a rehabilitation course in the city of Essentuki. 
According to the Ministry of Health of Zaporozhye, in the region the status of a "disabled child" was assigned to 381 children, 6 children were waiting for the planned hospitalization in federal state institutions on "pediatric surgery", "traumatology", and "oncology-hematology" profiles.
According to the Ministry of Health of Kherson Region, the number of children with the "disabled child" status in the region was 207 children, of whom 32 were awaiting planned hospitalization and 175 were awaiting planned rehabilitation.
Provision of the Technical Rehabilitation Equipment (TRE) to disabled children in the new regions of the Russian Federation is carried out in accordance with the norms of the legislation of the Russian Federation[footnoteRef:189]. It is performed by territorial bodies of the Pension and Social Insurance Fund of the Russian Federation, at the place of registration, place of stay or place of actual residence of a disabled child. It is done on the basis of an application, according to the recommendations on individual rehabilitation or habilitation programs, within the limits of budgetary allocations for these purposes. [189:  In accordance with the Federal Law of November 24, 1995, No. 181-FZ "On Social Protection of Disabled Persons in the Russian Federation" and the Rules for Providing Disabled Persons with Technical Means of Rehabilitation and Certain Categories of Veterans with Prostheses (except for dental prostheses), Prosthetic-Orthopedic Products, approved by Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation of April 7, 2008, No. 240, the Federal Law of April 5, 2013, No. 44FZ "On the Contract System in the Sphere of Procurement of Goods, Works, and Services for State and Municipal Provision".] 

The following ways of providing children with disabilities with TRE are feasible:
provision of the required TRE (equipment);
reimbursement of expenses for a disabled child's self-purchased aids and (or) services;
issuance of an electronic certificate for purchasing TRE and receiving TRE repair services.
All the funds for the provision of children with disabilities with TRE in 2023 have been allocated and delivered to the territorial branches of the RF Pension and Social Insurance Fund in full. As of October 23, 2023, 341 children with disabilities were registered for the receipt of TREs and prosthetic and orthopedic devices in the departments of the RF Pension and Social Insurance Fund. 49 children with disabilities were provided with 3,283 units of TREs, prosthetics and prosthetic and orthopedic devices by a total amount of more than 1 million rubles. As of that date, 322 disabled children remained in need for the special equipment, prosthetics and prosthetic and orthopedic devices.
The Parliamentary Commission provided assistance to the "I am together with you" project, which was implemented by the "Road of Life" charitable foundation for the orphans and children left without parental care. Under this project, doctors and medical professionals traveled to the liberated regions of the Russian Federation, visited boarding schools, and provided assistance to children who had suffered from the aggression from the Kiev regime. In particular, the staff of the above charitable foundation developed protocols for the treatment of the affected children and logistics to ensure interaction between medical organizations responsible for various areas of treatment and rehabilitation.
The Parliamentary Commission worked in close cooperation with the Research Institute of Emergency Pediatric Surgery and Traumatology of the Moscow City Health Department. The Institute employs competent specialists who can provide professional medical assistance to the children who suffered from the mine blast injuries. Together with the Moscow City Health Department, the issues of referring such children to medical organizations for medical care were promptly resolved.
The Parliamentary Commission, together with the Russian Ministry of Health, the Moscow City Government, the Government of Belgorod Region, and the humanitarian office of the United Russia political party, launched a program to develop comprehensive rehabilitation for the children from Belgorod Region. It is based on developments in the areas of treatment protocols, logistics, and provision of medical and socio-psychological assistance to the children. Such regional experience can become the basis for the implementation of other federal decisions.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___39]4.2.4. Comprehensive Social and Psychological Rehabilitation of Children, including their Engagement in Cultural and Sport Events as well as Children's and Youth Organizations
The Russian Federation has accomplished a great deal of work to provide targeted humanitarian and medical assistance to children in the new regions of the Russian Federation, including social and psychological rehabilitation. The main task of such rehabilitation is to help children forget all the horror they have experienced over the previous eight years, during which Kiev regime was methodically destroying life of civilians in Donbas.
Since February 19, 2022, the all-Russian "We Are Together" task-forces have been operating in 89 regions of the Russian Federation. There are 1,266 humanitarian aid collection centers operating across the country. More than 40,000 volunteers are involved in providing assistance to the internally displaced individuals from the territories of the DPR and LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson Region.
Since February 24, 2022, the hotline for psychological support and counseling is available that uses the digital service platform of the national "Education" project. The leading pedagogical organizations from the university education system of the Russian Federation are involved in rendering such psychological services. Only within the period from October 13 to October 19, 2023, 429 people, including 217 children, contacted the hotline. The most popular requests were information quiries and psychological assistance (236 requests).
More than 500 pedagogical-psychologists in the temporary accommodation centers and more than 6 thousand pedagogical-psychologists in educational organizations are engaged in rendering the psychological assistance.
Medical organizations subordinated to the Russian Ministry of Health provide medical and psychological rehabilitation for minors who have suffered from the actions of the Kiev regime. In 2023, following in-depth preventive medical examinations, systematic psychological and psychotherapeutic assistance was organized for the children arriving from the new regions of Russia. The total number of children who received such assistance is almost 15 thousand[footnoteRef:190]. [190:  Information from the Minister of Health of the Russian Federation M.A. Murashko dated December 18, 2023.] 

Over the period from 2022 to 2023, psychologists from the Serbsky National Medical Research Center for Psychiatry and Narcology of the Russian Ministry of Health provided assistance to more than 230 children of the Donetsk People's Republic who suffered as a result of the criminal actions of the Kiev regime. Over 350 minors living in the cities of Mariupol, Mangusha and Volnovakha, among others, received medical and medical-psychological assistance and have undergone medical and social rehabilitation.
Medical and psychological assistance is also provided by health care organizations in the regions of the Russian Federation.
For example, in the LPR, specialists of the pediatric psychiatric service, together with pediatric psychologists and educational as well as social workers, provided medical and psychological assistance to the children deprived of parental care and conducted medical, social and psychological rehabilitation activities in the boarding school institutions.
In Zaporozhye region, medical and psychological assistance offices as well as offices rendering pediatric psychiatrists services operate on a district-territorial principle and provide psychological and psychiatric assistance, including to minors.
In Kherson region, psychiatric care for minors is provided as a part of "pediatrics" and "neurological" care profiles. In order to increase availability of medical and psychological assistance to minors, it is planned to provide advanced training to psychologists at educational organizations (via distance learning) so they can become medical psychologists with their subsequent engagement in health care organizations’ activities.
Within the framework of agreements concluded by the Ministry of Health with new regions of the Russian Federation, experts from national medical research centers providing care for children in accordance with the profiles of medical care make their on-site visits.
The Russian Ministry of Health has organized the provision of psychological and psychotherapeutic assistance to the children affected by the actions of the Kiev regime and to combatants in the special military operation, as well as members of their families. Medical and psychological counselling offices, medical and psychological assistance and psychotherapy offices have been set up in multipurpose medical organizations.
Since the beginning of 2023, at least 15 thousand people who are internally displaced as well as refugees, including more than 3.5 thousand children, have received psychological assistance and psychological support in medical organizations.
The Parliamentary Commission closely cooperates with the Department of Psychology at Lomonosov Moscow State University. Professors and lecturers of the department, practicing psychologists, together with members of the Parliamentary Commission, visited the liberated towns of the DPR and LPR and conducted psychological consultations for children and their parents at the temporary accommodation centers. Based on the analysis of the work already accomplished, a special methodology for psychological rehabilitation of children and their parents who suffered from the aggression of the Kiev regime has been developed. In the near future, the training courses on psychological rehabilitation will be organized in the city of Lugansk for 100 participants. There are also hotline phone numbers available in the Lugansk People's Republic. Every affected individual can receive required psychological counseling.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___40]4.3. Provision of Housing
For the orphans and children left without parental care (hereinafter jointly referred to as orphans), an individual plan for development and living arrangements shall be devised and implemented. Such a plan shall be approved by the guardianship and custody authority and to be reviewed at least once every six months. All actions to ensure the rights of children who have suffered from the actions of the Kiev regime to housing are carried out within the framework of the legislation of the Russian Federation.
Under the Federal Law No. 159 as of December, 21 1996 "On additional guarantees of social support for orphans and children left without parental care" as well as the Housing Code of the Russian Federation, orphans have the right to be provided with comfortable housing upon completion of their stay in the corresponding institutions for orphans. This right emerges if they either have no residential premises assigned to them or if their residence in the previously occupied residential premises is deemed impossible. Housing is provided once from the specialized housing stock in the form of a separate apartment or a house. For that an orphan shall submit application when he or she reaches the age of 18 or before that age in the event of reaching full legal capacity. The right to housing is retained by the orphan child until he or she is actually provided with the housing.
Individuals who fall into the category of orphans and reached the age of 23, before the actual provision of housing in case of their full socialization, are entitled to a one-time payment (via a certificate) at the expense of the regional budget of the Russian Federation for the purchase of comfortable residential premises or for the full repayment of a loan taken for the purchase of residential premises.
In accordance with Federal Law No. 414-FZ of 21 December 2021 "On General Principles guiding Public Authorities in the Regions of the Russian Federation" and Federal Law No. 159-FZ as of December, 21 1996 "On Additional Guarantees on Social Support for Orphans and Children Left without Parental Care", the executive authorities of the regions of the Russian Federation shall bear responsibility for monitoring the use and safety of residential premises belonging to orphans, ensuring their proper sanitary and technical condition, as well as the management of residential premises.
In addition, in accordance with the provisions of Federal Law No. 48 of April 24, 2008 on guardianship and custody, one of the main tasks of the guardianship and custody agencies is to control over the safeguarding and management of the property of citizens under guardianship or custody or placed under supervision in educational organizations, medical organizations, organizations providing social services or other organizations, including for orphans and children left without parental care.
The chambers of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation are monitoring the development of a regulatory legal framework in the new regions of the Russian Federation governing the procedure for providing orphans with housing.
Thus, the Donetsk People's Republic Act No. 469-IINS of 14 August 2023 on the procedure for ensuring housing for citizens residing in the Donetsk People's Republic provides for the provision to orphans of conformable residential premises from the specialized housing stock under the lease agreements. It shall be done under supervision of the Donetsk People's Republic executive authority authorized to manage, dispose of and register the housing stock owned by the Donetsk People's Republic.
In the Lugansk People's Republic, a draft law of the Lugansk People's Republic "On granting local authorities the capacity to provide housing for orphans, and children left without parental care" and a draft decree of the Lugansk People's Republic "On certain issues related to the provision of housing for orphans and children left without parental care and the exercise of control over the use and safety of housing" have been developed and is undergoing the necessary stages of approval.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___41]4.4. Educational Process Integrity
A unified educational space is shaping in the territory of the Russian Federation, including the new regions. All schoolchildren arriving from the new regions to other regions of the Russian Federation (hereinafter referred to as "arrived children") receive support on enrollment in the Russian educational establishments.
Parliamentarians are in constant cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation which represents a specialized federal executive body in the field of guardianship and custody of minors, as well as general and vocational education.
As of April 18, 2024, there are 48,171 "arrived children" in the regions of the Russian Federation, including:
10,137 children of the preschool age (7,815 children are enrolled in preschool educational organizations and 1,749 children refused to attend preschool educational organizations);
33,298 school-age children (32,413 children are enrolled in general education organizations, 485 children refused from enrolment in general education organizations and opted for the distance education);
3,063 people are students of vocational school, among whom 2,212 are minors (2,913 people are enrolled in professional vocational schools at their place of residence in other regions of the Russian Federation);
1,673 are university students (including 104 minors).
548 temporary accommodation facilities located in 54 regions of the Russian Federation, home 8,688 "arrived children", including:
1,951 children of the preschool age (1,138 children are enrolled in preschool educational organizations; 751 children refused from attending preschool educational organizations);
6,360 school-age children (5,759 children are enrolled in general education organizations, 358 children refused from enrolment in general education organizations and opted for distance education);
351 minors are students of vocational schools (319 are enrolled in professional educational organizations at their place of residence), 32 are on distance learning or will be enrolled in vocational schools next year;
26 people are university students.
According to the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation[footnoteRef:191], more than 2.5 thousand educational organizations of various levels operate in the new regions: kindergartens, schools and organizations of secondary vocational education (including more than 1.3 thousand schools). More than 400 thousand children, including more than 310 thousand schoolchildren, study in these educational establishments. Four pedagogical universities have started to operate. [191:  Transcript of the meeting of the Parliamentary Commission as of January 22, 2024. Speech by A.V. Bugaev, First Deputy Minister of Education of the Russian Federation.] 

General educational organizations in new regions have twin schools in other regions of the Russian Federation.
Much work is being done to repair the buildings hosting the educational organizations. In 2023, more than 600 facilities were repaired due to the sponsorship from other regions of the Russian Federation. The reunited regions joined the program for capital repair of the buildings hosting general educational organizations. New educational institutions are being built. However, this work is far from being completed in view of the continuing shelling by the Ukrainian armed forces.
An important area is equipping the educational organizations with necessary materials. In 2022, more than 7 million textbooks were delivered to schools in the new regions. In 2023, on behalf of the President of the Russian Federation, 2.5 million copies of printed materials, including teaching&visual aids and materials, educational and fine literature, were delivered to the territories of the Donetsk People's Republic, Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye and Kherson Region to facilitate the educational process.
Schools are being equipped with the required equipment, sets of visual-aids, computers, furniture, sports equipment, musical instruments and audio devices. Together with the Russian Ministry of Digital Technology five sets of general fiction books in Russian-language (each set contains 200 items) were supplied to 1,351 school libraries in the new regions.
In the Donetsk People's Republic, all requests for educational literature (textbooks) now are fully satisfied.
At the same time, there is a need for equipment for food production units in the region. In 2023, the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation delivered equipment to 910 educational organizations (including 457 general education and 453 preschool organizations). In total 15,266 pieces of equipment were delivered. Most of the equipment (such as, refrigerated cabinets, freezers, floor marmites, dough mixing and bread cutting machines, combines, meat grinders, etc.) is intended to replace the obsolete equipment.
All elementary schoolchildren are provided with free hot meals. In 2023, more than 110 thousand schoolchildren of 1st-4th grades were recipients of such meals.
The Ministry of Education together with the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation is working on provision of the school buses to educational institutions in the new regions.
Necessary security measures are undertaken in all educational organizations. All educational organizations carry out the educational process in compliance with the federal standards and federal state educational programs.
In pedagogical teams by the end of 2023, 19 thousand teachers received payments for class supervision, 2.5 thousand – for curating the groups of students in secondary vocational education establishments. In 2023, 472 schools have introduced a new FTE position of an advisor to the director on educational work and public relations on children's affairs. The professional development programs for the teachers are being implemented. More than 31 thousand teachers have been trained under the advanced professional programs.
Four universities were transferred under supervision of the Ministry of Education of Russia: Azov, Donetsk, Lugansk and Kherson State Pedagogical Universities, where pedagogical professionals receive their training.
Programs and curriculums in colleges and technical schools in the DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson Region were aligned with the Russian standards of secondary vocational education. Training for the managers was also organized. Training workshops for teachers were delivered. Buildings and equipment in colleges are gradually being renovated.
Universities and secondary vocational education institutions from the sponsoring regions have been assigned to the pedagogical universities, colleges and technical schools in the new regions of the Russian Federation. Cooperation and experience sharing between them is underway. College students take part in the All-Russian professional skills championship. For example, the Abilimpix – professional skills championship organized specifically for disabled people and individuals with disabilities.
In 2023, 2 clusters of the federal "Professionalism" project, aimed at training highly skilled workers that are on demand in the labor market, was launched in the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic. One cluster was formed on the basis of Shakhtersk Pedagogical College, the second one – on the basis of Donetsk Polytechnic College. More than 600 first year students have already started their training. In the future, 26 partner employers will be hiring graduates from these colleges. In 2024, 3 more similar clusters will be opened: 2 in the area of services rendering (in DPR and LPR) and 1 – on communication technologies (in the city of Lugansk).
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In the Donetsk People's Republic, Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye and Kherson Region, 90,014 children participated in the children's recreational programs during the school vacation period in 2023:
25,946 children – in the new regions;
44,059 children – in the sponsoring regions;
2,803 children – in Artek International Children's Center and all-Russian children's centers such as "Orlyonok", "Smena", "Ocean" and "Alye Parusa";
12,645 children took part of the "University Shifts" project.
Also, 1.3 thousand children’s vacation were sponsored by the "Rosatom" State Atomic Energy Corporation and 3 thousand children took part in the activities organized by "Rosmolodezh" Youth Agency and the All-Russian Movement of Children and Youth.
The Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation is working on a permanent basis to organize recreation for the minors affected by the actions of the Kiev regime. In the summer health-improvement campaign of 2023, 64.5 thousand children from Belgorod region, 41 thousand children from Bryansk region, 75.7 thousand children from Voronezh region, 35.3 thousand children from Kursk region took part in the recreational activities. In addition, more than 1,000 places have been allocated from a special quota of the Russian Ministry of Education to send children from the regions of the Russian Federation bordering with the special military operation zone so they can receive recreation and training under additional general educational programs in the all-Russian children's centers such as "Smena" and "Orlyonok" and the International Children's Center "Artek".
In Russia, children with disabilities at the federal level have the right to receive recreational and resort treatment and can travel for free by suburban railway transport and intercity transport to the place of receiving their treatment as well as back home[footnoteRef:192]. Provision of these benefits to orphans and children from the regions reunited with Russia from January 1, 2024 is carried out by the Pension and Social Insurance Fund of the Russian Federation. [192:  In accordance with Federal Law No. 178-FZ of July 17, 1999 "On State Social Assistance".] 

A similar benefit is provided to the children who were traumatized (wounded, injured, contused) during the period of Special Military Operation, at the regional level[footnoteRef:193]. [193:  In accordance with Presidential Decree No. 975 of December 21, 2023 "On measures of social support for families with children affected by the aggression of Ukraine".] 

In 2023, the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Science, also organized recreational activities for orphans and children who suffered during hostilities in the territories of the regions reunited with the Russian Federation and Ukraine.
At the same time, the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, upon the instructions of the Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, continues to facilitate the rehabilitation of children at the account of funds that were recovered via the court ruling from the Google company for blocking the Duma TV channel on YouTube platform.
At present, 158 children from the DPR, LPR and Belgorod region have undergone rehabilitation and health resort treatment in Crimea (Evolution Center and "Alye Parusa" Children's Center). Highly qualified specialists – psychologists and physicians worked with the children. At that, distance learning was organized to keep them on track with the school curriculum. This work is still ongoing. In the summer, 38 children with special developmental needs will come to the Republic of Crimea from the DPR. In total, 196 children affected by the actions of the Kiev regime will undergo rehabilitation due to support of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation.
The Ministry of Economic Development together with the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Education and Science of Russia are working to facilitate domestic tourism for the children from the new regions. The Ministry of Education and Science of Russia is implementing a program of youth and student tourism, engaging students from universities in the new regions of the Russian Federation. According to the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation, as part of the program implementation for the socio-economic development of the new regions, various cultural and educational trips for schoolchildren are being organized to demonstrate to the younger generation the unique achievements of our country in the fields of art, science and technology.
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The shelling, bombings and terrorist acts committed by the Kiev regime have significantly affected the social infrastructure of the DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson regions as well as other constituents of the Russian Federation. The Armed Forces of Ukraine uses American multiple rocket launchers and cluster munitions. Only since the beginning of 2024, more than 50 facilities got damaged, including children's clinics and hospitals, kinder gardens, schools and others. On the ground Russia is recovering the social infrastructure of the destroyed villages and towns in the DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson regions.
According to data received by the Parliamentary Commission from the executive bodies of the new regions of the Russian Federation, since the beginning of the special military operation (February 2022), the Ukrainian army has destroyed 237 preschool educational buildings, 276 buildings that belong to general education organizations, 95 buildings of vocational educational organizations, 8 children's art schools, 7 children's hospitals, 4 children's out-patient clinics, 5 perinatal centers, 3 children's health camps and recreational center in the DPR alone. 182 buildings of preschool educational organizations, 248 school buildings, 17 faculties belonging to the secondary vocational education organizations, as well as 3 children's art schools, 3 children's polyclinics, 3 children's hospitals, 2 perinatal centers were restored. Two educational facilities (one of general educational organization and another of preschool educational organization) and 1 perinatal center were built anew.
According to information received upon a request from the Parliamentary Commission of the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation, a total of 702 educational facilities have been destroyed by the Ukrainian armed forces since the start of the special military operation in the territories of the Donetsk and Lugansk people's republics, Zaporozhye and Kherson region. During the period of the special military operation, 1,233 facilities of this kind have been restored.
As part of the socio-economic development program for the Donetsk and People's Republic, Zaporozhye and Kherson regions, approved by Resolution No. 1019-r of the Government of the Russian Federation as of April, 21 2023 (hereinafter referred to as the Program), the Ministry of Sport of the Russian Federation, together with the "United Customer" not-for-profit organization, is working on restoration of 18 sports facilities, including 8 children's and youth sports schools, 1 facility that belongs to a professional educational organization, 3 stadiums and 6 other sports and athletics facilities. At present, all the work is completed on restoration of the specialized Olympic reserve children's and youth sports weightlifting school in the city of Lugansk. Other 17 facilities are scheduled to be completed in 2024.
In addition, as part of the Program implementation, 3 open-air sports and fitness complexes were built in 2024 (one in DPR and two in LPR). By the end of this year, it is planned to complete the construction of 20 more such facilities (5 – in the DPR, 5 – in the LPR, 5 – in Zaporozhye region, and 5 – in Kherson region).
The "Our Sport" Foundation financed the major repair of 11 sports facilities (7 – in the DPR and 4 – in the LPR) along with establishment of open-air sports and fitness complexes and “Ready for Labor and Defense” sites (3 – in the DPR, 2 – in the LPR, 2 – in Zaporozhye Region and 2 – in Kherson Region).
A donation from the Presidential Cultural Initiatives Fund was used to overhaul 13 sports facilities (in DPR – 6, in Zaporozhye Region – 5, in Kherson Region – 2) and establish 16 open-air sports grounds for training and qualifying for the "Ready for Labor and Defense" sports standards (DPR – 3, LPR – 4, Zaporozhye Region – 5, Kherson Region – 4).
Thus, the total number of restored sports facilities in the new regions of Russia as of May 14, 2024 is 25, the total number of established open-air sports and recreation complexes and "Ready for Labor and Defense" sites is 28.
All ministries and federal services of Russia, along with significant number of stakeholders from various sectors are engaged in the infrastructural development of the regions. The Ministry of Construction of the RF acts as a coordinator of this work. Thousands of facilities have been restored and newly built, hundreds of them – from scratch. All of these facilities are critical for the people's lives. These are health care, education, culture, sports, residential buildings and housing and utilities facilities.
For example, in the LPR, repairs to the House of Culture in the Novopskovsky district have been completed, and a multipurpose medical center for 200 beds has been built in the city of Lugansk.
In the DPR, the Central District Hospital in the city of Volnovakha has undergone major repair. Construction of the Donetsk Republican Perinatal Center for 140 beds is also completed. In the city of Mariupol, the planned repair of the Intensive Care Hospital is being completed[footnoteRef:194]. In the city of Makeyevka, the Children's Research Center was opened on the basis of the Makeyevka Art and Local History Museum under support of the Polytechnic Museum of Moscow[footnoteRef:195]. [194:  "Channel One," November 10, 2023.]  [195:  "RIA Novosti," November 1, 2023.] 

In Zaporozhye region, repair works are being carried out at the Sports Palace in the town of Tokmak. In 2024, a subsidiary of the Artek International Children's Camp, the "Red Carnation" Children's Recreation Center, was put into operation and started its work in the city of Berdyansk.
In the Kherson region in the town of Genichesk, the master-plan developed by the Unified Institute of Spatial Planning provides for the development of social infrastructure, building a resort complex, residential areas, as well as the reconstruction of transportation and engineering infrastructure. The new government district is under construction.[footnoteRef:196] [196:  Official website of the Russian Ministry of Construction, December 5, 2023.] 

In 2025, centers for the talented children will be launched in the new regions of the country[footnoteRef:197]. [197:  According to the Deputy Prime Minister of Russia T. Golikova // "Rossiyskaya Gazeta", October 19, 2023.] 

Multipurpose centers have been opened for residents of the new regions, where they can receive 57 state and municipal services using the "one-stop-shop" principle, without the need to leave their region. At that, all services are rendered in compliance with the most up-to-date standards. In 2023, the Ministry of Construction together with the Ministry of Economic Development of Russia and sponsor entities opened 80 multipurpose centers[footnoteRef:198]. [198:  "This year 80 Multipurpose centers for residents of new regions will be opened" // web-site "Revive Donbas", December 6, 2024.] 

The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation has taken under its patronage the Republican Children's Trauma Management Center in Donetsk, the Republican Children's Clinical Hospital in Lugansk, as well as the Children's Home in Lugansk.
More than 160 contracting organizations and at least 8 state-owned corporations are engaged in the restoration of infrastructure. The Ministry of Construction of Russia together with the sponsor entities have developed the road maps for the restoration and construction of housing and infrastructure for 2023-2025. The Government of the Russian Federation approved the state program "Restoration and socio-economic development of the Donetsk People's Republic, Lugansk People's Republic, Zaporozhye region and Kherson region" by Resolution No. 2255 of December 22, 2023.
On April 18, 2024, the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation hosted a meeting on rendering support for the families affected by the Kiev regime as well as families in crisis. The meeting was attended by representatives of the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Construction, the Ministry of Labor, the Ministry of Education as well as the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation. Also, the government authorities of the new regions of the Russian Federation and the Republic of Crimea attended the meeting.
The meeting addressed the implementation of Presidential Decree No. 975 issued as of December 21, 2023 "On social support measures for families with children affected by the aggression of Ukraine", allocation of funds for the implementation of 800 social contracts, operation of 138 social security service organizations (more than 100,000 families receive such a support), and opening of new family multipurpose centers in the Donetsk People's Republic and Zaporozhye region.
Particular attention was drawn to the practice of the Donetsk People's Republic on providing personalized support to families where the children have suffered from the aggression of the Ukrainian armed forces. At the same time, according to the Russian Ministry of Health, more than 114,000 children in the new regions have undergone a full-scale medical screening, among them more than 12,000 children have been transferred to in-patient hospitals to receive treatment, and more than 7,000 children have received surgical care.
The Parliamentary Commission reached an agreement to speed up the adoption of regional laws on guardianship and custody, as well as to accelerate the construction of a number of socially oriented facilities in the territories of the liberated regions.
CHAPTER 4 CONCLUSIONS
In the course of the parliamentary investigation carried out by the Parliamentary Commission, the multiple facts of targeted attacks committed by the Ukrainian armed forces on civilians and the social infrastructure in Donbas as well as the Russian territories bordering with Ukraine were identified.
The Parliamentary Commission has found that the evacuation of children from the armed conflict zone and subsequent placement of these children in foster families was carried out in strict compliance with the norms of international law respecting the interests of the children. Decisions to place orphans under the guardianship (custody) of Russian citizens were taken exclusively by the authorized bodies of the regions reunited with the Russian Federation and upon requests of the children themselves.
The Russian Federation has taken measures to support and create the most favorable conditions for the individuals evacuated from the military conflict zone and refugees. Members of the Parliamentary Commission have developed and submitted to the Government of the Russian Federation a set of proposals on provision of special compensation to the affected children from the regions reunited with the Russian Federation, children living in the territories of the former borderline regions, and children evacuated to other regions of the Russian Federation. This proposal is fully incorporated in the text of Presidential Decree No. 975 issued as of December 21, 2023 "On social support measures for families with children affected by the aggression of Ukraine".
In parallel, the necessary measures are being taken to enable the children to return back home, to their region of residence. The Russian Federation is doing everything possible to establish a peaceful life environment in the regions affected by the Kiev regime and ensure respect for the social rights of children living in such territories. A great deal of work has been done to provide targeted humanitarian and medical assistance to the children from regions reunited with the Russian Federation, including their psychological rehabilitation. The destroyed social infrastructure in Novorossiya's villages and towns is being rebuilt through the efforts of the sponsoring regions. Due to direct engagement of specialized ministries and departments, work is under way to integrate the education and health care systems of the DPR, LPR, Kherson and Zaporozhye regions into the framework of the Russian Federation. By year of 2030, the DPR, LPR, Kherson and Zaporozhye Region should reach the level of all-Russian standards in terms of key indicators of quality of life and social and economic development. This goal is set by the President of the Russian Federation.
The Parliamentary Commission concluded that in order to achieve such a crucial goal, additional measures are needed, including completion of the process on establishing guardianship and custody bodies, commissions for minors and the protection of their rights in the regions reunited with the Russian Federation; completion of the development of normative legal acts regulating the procedure for providing orphans and children left without parental care with housing; development of a system for the comprehensive rehabilitation of affected children from the DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye Region and Kherson Region; as well as children living in territories adjacent to the special military operation zone. It includes the timely provision of psychological assistance to these children and their families.
[bookmark: __RefHeading___44]CHAPTER 5. MAIN CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSALS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION ON STRENGTHENING INTERNATIONAL LEGAL CHILDREN'S RIGHTS PROTECTION MECHANISMS, ON IMPROVING MEASURES TO PROTECT MINORS FROM INFRINGEMENTS OF FOREIGN STATES AND MEASURES OF SOCIAL SUPPORT AND REHABILITATION
Having summarized and analyzed all available documents and information related to the subject matter of the investigation, the Parliamentary Commission has come to the following conclusions.
The Kiev regime, while systematically and grossly violating all conceivable boundaries of ethics and permissibility, is having a devastating impact on the most vulnerable part of civil society, on those whose interests and security should be inviolably protected by international law, that is – on children.
The parliamentary investigation demonstrated that Ukraine had violated all articles of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, regulating activities of the states-parties.
Children's intrinsic rights to life and health are being violated. The Armed Forces of Ukraine deliberately strike at civilian targets, organize acts of sabotage against children in frontline territories, disguise homemade bombs as children's toys, and use children's organizations as cover.
Kiev violates the civil rights of minors by promoting the ideology of Ukrainian neo-Nazism and Russophobia among children at the state level. A striking example is a huge inscription on the wall "1942-1944. World War II. Heroes of the UPA" in a school in the city of Melitopol. The Parliamentary Commission has information at its disposal about Kiev's attempts to influence children through online computer games, as well as to form a teenage pro-Ukrainian gaming environment in Russia.
Trampling on social rights in Ukraine has become the norm. Many children in the Donbas area had not received any access to medicine and social security for years, and had been deprived of normal conditions for socialization. More than half of minors who underwent preventive medical screenings in 2023 were diagnosed for the first time in their lives.
The Kiev regime discriminates against children on the basis of language. The Russian-speaking population, including children, is prohibited from studying their native language and cultural heritage of Russia, expressing their opinions and communicating in their native language in public places.
The Kiev regime covers up the abduction of children. From 2014 and until September 2022, about 1600 children disappeared without a trace in the Kiev-controlled territories of Donbas. In advance of the Special Military Operation and later, a mass transfer abroad of children from orphanages was carried out from the territories of Donbas, Kherson, Zaporozhye regions controlled by Ukraine at that time. There is reason to believe that many children have been sold on the "black market" of transplantology. The Parliamentary Commission has revealed the facts of medical experiments on children in hospitals in cities of Lysychansk, Severodonetsk and Rubizhne; in the psychiatric department of the Mariupol City Hospital. Cases of illicit transfer to Ukraine of refugee children and orphans who arrived in the territory of the Russian Federation have been recorded.
Using terrorist methods, the Kiev regime has created an overall system of recruiting schoolchildren to commit sabotage and target artillery shelling. This work is supervised by a secret division of the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) – the Center for Information and Psychological Operations and its affiliates. Militants use social media and messengers to persuade children to commit destructive acts. The Parliamentary Commission has information at its disposal regarding intentions of the Kiev regime to exploit children to strike border territories of Russia using drones. The Parliamentary Commission managed to reveal details of the detention of children in sexual slavery.
The Kiev regime consistently and repeatedly violates the rights of minors, guaranteed by such acts of international law as:
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, signed in Oslo on September 18, 1997, prohibiting the use and development of anti-personnel mines. The preamble to the Convention emphasizes "the suffering and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines, which kill and maim hundreds of people every week, mostly innocent and defenseless civilians, especially children". Ukraine ratified the Convention in 2005; 
Convention on "Inhumane" Weapons of 10 October 1980 and Protocol thereto on Prohibitions or Restriction of the Use of Mines, Booby Traps and Other Devices.
Means and methods of warfare prohibited by international treaties are used against civilians. The Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) are shelling settlements of the Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics, Zaporozhye region and Kherson region, other regions of Russia with cluster munitions, including anti-personnel mines. Such strikes are executed on civilian targets, urban, school and private transport, medical and rescue vehicles, crowds of civilians (at public transport stops, shopping areas and other public areas) using multiple-launch rocket systems supplied by NATO and EU countries, as well as unmanned aerial vehicles.
The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation has established the facts of the use of anti-personnel mines by AFU personnel against the civilian population. As a result, children die and are maimed from mine-blast wounds.
Based on the above, the Parliamentary Commission has concluded that the established facts of violations of international human rights law and international humanitarian law by the Kiev regime military and paramilitary forces, which had resulted in hundreds of ruined children's lives and thousands of crippled destinies, have attributes of international terrorism, and therefore pose a serious threat to global security. The Kiev regime's ongoing war crimes against defenseless children and civilians must stop. Ukraine as a state as well as the guilty individuals (including those in the Ukrainian leadership) must be held accountable.
As a result of activities of the Parliamentary Commission, proposals have been formulated, the implementation of which will contribute to the restoration of violated children's rights, prevention of criminal encroachments on children by foreign states, and prosecution of all persons involved in the crimes of the Kiev regime.
In view of the above, the Parliamentary Commission considers it necessary to address the President of the Russian Federation on the following issues.
1. Consider the possibility of charging relevant departments with a task of assessing the damage from the Kiev regime’s criminal actions. 
The entities of the Kiev regime not only commit crimes against civilians, including children, but also destroy the social infrastructure for children and harm the environment. According to Ms. Rosemary Di Carlo, UN Under-Secretary-General, one third of the Ukrainian territory, including the former Ukraine, is covered with unexploded munitions (data given at the UN Security Council meeting on July 21, 2023). At the same time, the federal budget of the Russian Federation has allocated 3 billion rubles (for 2024-2025) for the purpose of demining of territories.
The calculations obtained could be taken into account in the course of implementing Russia's foreign policy to defend the national interests of our country both by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation, as well as by other relevant departments.
2. Consider the possibility of initiating the creation of a unified coordinating authority at the federal level for the collection and processing of all incoming information for the timely and complete recording of crimes.
The Parliamentary Commission has analyzed the work of various departments, studied regional practices and experiences of operational headquarters. The mechanisms used by JCCC turned out to be optimal. There is a similar experience of JCCC in the Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics. Such approaches could be extended to all regions that are being attacked by the Armed Forces of Ukraine.
3. Consider the possibility of charging the Government of the Russian Federation with a task of developing a set of measures to create and promote positive content for children and families with children.
The Parliamentary Commission has revealed the facts of influence of the Kiev regime’s entities on minors through the dissemination of destructive information.
Such a set of measures will not only serve as protection against destructive information, but also contribute to the strengthening of traditional spiritual and moral values in society, defined by the Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of November 9, 2022 No 809 "On Approval of Fundamentals of State Policy for the Preservation and Strengthening of Traditional Russian Spiritual and Moral Values".
4. Consider the possibility of charging the Government of the Russian Federation together with the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation with a task of defining at the legislative level the concept of destructive information, as well as criteria for classifying information as such and measures to restrict access to it for children.
The Parliamentary Commission has revealed the facts of targeting destructive information on the Internet and messengers by entities of the Kiev regime. Basically, this information is aimed at discrediting the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation and traditional Russian spiritual and moral values.
In the Russian Federation, Federal Law No. 436-FZ of December 29, 2010 "On the Protection of Children from Information Harmful to Their Health and Development" is in force. However, there are no uniform criteria for identifying destructive information, which makes it difficult to work out unified approaches.
5. Consider the possibility of initiating the drafting of a new document – the Convention on the Suppression of Attributes of Terrorism against Children and the Involvement of Children in Destructive Activities.
To date, there are 19 anti-terrorist documents in international law that have a sectoral focus.
Given the increasing number of children in the world who are exposed to terrorist groups or incitement to extremist activities, as well as the priority of international legal protection of children, enshrined in principle No 8 of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1959, drafting of a new Convention will create conditions for the development of a system for the protection of children in this area of law.
The initiative will serve to strengthen the constructive image of Russia in international politics, just as the proposal of the President of the Russian Federation to draft a Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Chemical Terrorism was positively received by the international community.
6. Consider the possibility of initiating the creation of an institute for studies of causes of crime on the basis of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation and the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation.
Such an experience existed in the USSR. From 1963 to 1987, the All-Union Institute for the Study of Causes of Crime and Development of Crime Prevention Measures worked under the auspices of the Supreme Court of the USSR and the General Prosecutor's Office of the USSR; moreover activities of this institute were regulated by the Supreme Soviet of the USSR.
The creation of such an institution will allow judicial and legislative authorities to improve work in the field of crime prevention by studying its institutional and social causes, summarizing the experience of combating it.
7. Consider initiating an International Year of the Child in 2025 at the UN General Assembly to discuss the cause of protection of children worldwide.
Declaring 2025 as the International Year of the Child could be timed to coincide with anniversaries of the adoption of fundamental documents in the field of child safety: the 65th anniversary of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child (adopted by the UN General Assembly resolution of November 20, 1959 No 1386) and the 35th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (adopted by the UN General Assembly resolution of November 20, 1989 No 44/25). This will serve a positive image of Russia in the international arena.
In 1979, the United Nations carried out the Year of the Child. The reason for it was "concern that too many children are malnourished, do not have access to adequate health care, do not receive basic educational training for their future and are deprived of the basic necessities of life" (UN General Assembly Resolution No. 31/169 of 21 December 1976). Today, there are even more reasons for its implementation, given the crimes against children committed by terrorists and cross-border criminal groups.
As a thematic component of the International Year of the Child, the exchange of experiences between countries could be chosen to improve legislation in the field of child safety.
Guided by the conclusions of the Parliamentary Commission, it seems appropriate to appeal to the Government of the Russian Federation, law enforcement and human rights institutions in order to take all the necessary measures aimed at strengthening social support and rehabilitation of children, improving protective mechanisms against infringements by foreign states, and strengthening international mechanisms for the protection of children's rights.
Measures of social support and rehabilitation of children
1.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to develop a system of comprehensive rehabilitation of children who had suffered from criminal actions by the Kiev regime. In foreign practice, there is a positive experience of the functioning of such systems (for example, the Center for the Rehabilitation of Children and Youth Exposed to the Influence of ISIS (the organization is banned in Russia) in the United Arab Emirates).
2.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to provide for a set of measures aimed at protecting the rights of children affected by actions of the Kiev regime in the national projects developed in accordance with the Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of May 7, 2024 No 309 "On the National Development Goals of the Russian Federation for the Period up to 2030 and for the Future until 2036".
3.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to create a register of children affected by actions of the Kiev regime and of their social passports. 
4.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to determine the legal status of children affected by the military aggression of the Kiev regime, for the purpose of subsequent development of a system of their support measures. 
5.  Recommend the Ministry of Finance of the Russian Federation to take into account necessary expenses for the rehabilitation and medical treatment of children affected by aggression of the Kiev regime, when planning the draft of the federal budget for 2025 and for the planning period of 2026 and 2027. 
6.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to consider the possibility of extending payments similar to those provided for by the Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of December 21, 2023 No 975 "On Measures of Social Support for Families with Children Affected by the Aggression of Ukraine" to children who have been injured since 2014, with the provision of subsidies to budgets of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation to support measures to balance budgets. 
7.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to consider the issue of organizing hot meals for students of general educational institutions, regardless of the class of study, in the liberated regions of the Russian Federation. 
8.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to ensure that children in the regions reunited with the Russian Federation and the territories bordering the SMO zone affected by the actions of the Kiev regime are fully covered with leisure and recreation in the summer period.
9.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to complete as soon as possible the process of creating bodies of trusteeship and guardianship in the new constituent entities of the Russian Federation, as well as commissions on minors' affairs and the protection of their rights.
10.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to complete the development of normative legal acts regulating the procedure for providing orphans and children left without parental care with housing.
11.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation, if necessary, to create a system for redirecting children affected by actions of the Kiev regime and in need of complex surgical intervention to medical organizations subordinate to federal executive bodies for treatment by relevant medical professionals.
12.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation, not to take into account the income of family members and the criteria of need for the period of rehabilitation of children when assigning a monthly allowance in connection with the birth and upbringing of a child (established by the Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of December 16, 2022 No 2330) to minors under the age of 17 who had suffered from actions of the Kiev regime.
13.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to provide for the possibility of securing the lifelong right to free modern prosthetics for children injured as a result of criminal actions of the Kiev regime. 
14.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to consider the possibility of providing affected children with annual leisure and rehabilitation in sanatorium-resort organizations, including the cost of travel of such children and accompanying persons to sanatorium-resort organizations.
15.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to consider the need to create a unified database of minors living in the territories of the new constituent entities of the Russian Federation and beyond their borders and in need of medical treatment.
16.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to consider the need to create a unified database of children currently residing in the territories of the new subjects of the Russian Federation, as well as those who arrived to other regions of the country and those who have lost contact with relatives.
17.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to work out mechanisms for the prompt reunification of families of refugees and internally displaced persons dispersed in various regions of the country, as well as abroad.
18.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to work out the issue of creating centers for the social and psychological rehabilitation of children affected by hostilities.
19.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to update the regulatory framework in the areas of education, social assistance, registration of civil status acts, taking into account the needs of families with children whose members are refugees and (or) forced migrants, including due to the loss of their personal documents.
20.  Recommend the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation to consider the possibility of adopting mentoring programs for students from new regions by students of pedagogical educational institutions of higher education, counting this as practical training.
Measures to improve protective mechanisms 
in the area of childhood from infringements of foreign states
1.  Recommend the Ministry Government of the Russian Federation, while implementing state programs of the Russian Federation, to take into account the information obtained in the course of the parliamentary investigation of criminal actions against minors by the Kiev regime.
2.  Recommend the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, while acting according to the existing practice, to send an appeal to the executive management of Interpol on problem of escalating cross-border crime on the territory of Ukraine and its influence on the safety of children, due to actions of the Kiev regime authorities.
3.  Recommend the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation, in cooperation with the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation, to initiate the recognition of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the Security Service of Ukraine, the Main Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine as terrorist organizations, taking into account actions of these structures revealed in the course of the parliamentary investigation aimed at creating a threat to the safety of children.
4.  Recommend the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation and the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian Federation to include information on similarities between crimes being committed by the Kiev regime and those committed by Nazis’ organizations of the mid-20th century in textbooks on history and social sciences.
5.  Recommend the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation and the National Anti-Terrorist Committee of the Russian Federation to take into account in their work the facts revealed in the course of the parliamentary investigation about links of international terrorist groups with the structures of the Kiev regime, which use their methods of influencing children.
6.  Recommend both chambers of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation and other relevant departments, to develop a draft law prohibiting the adoption of Russian orphans by foreign individuals with the citizenship of countries where gender reassignment is allowed.
7.  Recommend the Ministry of Digital Development, Communications and Mass Media of the Russian Federation, together with the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, to develop effective measures for the purpose of preventing dissemination of false and aggressive information about Russia on the Internet.
8.  Recommend both chambers of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, together with the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation and other relevant departments, to develop a draft law on a system of control over the transfer of children to third parties with mandatory DNA examination in order to determine biological kinship in relation to foreign citizens.
9.  Recommend the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation, in cooperation with the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation and the chambers of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, to monitor legislation of the Russian Federation protecting the rights of children from infringements by foreign states.
10.  Recommend the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation to include in the curriculum on the discipline "Fundamentals of Security and Protection of the Motherland" an educational module on methods of countering recruitment to terrorist and destructive organizations, taking into account any revealed facts of recruitment of children by the structures of the Kiev regime.
11.  Recommend the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, together with other law enforcement agencies, to develop a procedure for registration of children who have been exposed to the influence of illegal groups, while providing such children with an appropriate assistance.
12.  Recommend the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation to conduct an analysis of the effectiveness of regional targeted programs to combat illicit traffic in narcotic drugs, adopted in accordance with paragraph 4 of Article 41 of Federal Law No. 3-FZ of January 8, 1998 "On Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances", in connection with existing threats of their spread from Ukraine.
13.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to develop mechanisms for the examination of computer games that are aimed at forming deviant behavior and leveling the legal culture among children and young people, as well as mechanisms for limiting the spread of such computer games in the territory of the Russian Federation.
14.  Recommend both chambers of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation to hold hearings on child safety in the field of online video games and on support of the domestic industry.
15.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation, together with the Central Bank of the Russian Federation, to limit the possibility of the purchase of paid items in online video games, the owners of which transfer money to help the Kiev regime entities.
16.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to develop tools for blocking destructive content in messengers that is aimed at discrediting traditional Russian spiritual and moral values and involving minors in destructive activities.
17.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to continue work on improving normative legal acts aimed at countering extremism and terrorism, as well as the prevention of extremist ideas among adolescents.
18.  Recommend to the Government of the Russian Federation to take under control all cases of discrediting the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, as well as to identify sources of dissemination of such information in a timely manner.
19.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to draw attention of the state authorities of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation to the need of intensifying work on the timely detection of propaganda of extremist ideas among young people in educational organizations as well as organizations providing social services.
20.  Recommend the Government of the Russian Federation to develop proposals for the purpose of establishing unified approaches in order to prevent the inflow and outflow of extremist literature and other similar materials on the territory of states-members of the Collective Security Treaty Organization.
21.  Recommend the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, in cooperation with the Federal Penitentiary Service, to develop and implement a set of measures aimed at reducing the number of recurrent crimes committed by persons who have already served sentences in detention facilities for crimes of extremism and for crimes related to the involvement of minors.
22.  Recommend the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, in cooperation with the Federal Penitentiary Service, to develop and implement curriculum components aimed at countering extremism in general educational institutions within correctional institutions of the penitentiary system.
23.  Recommend the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation, to develop fast-track mechanisms for recognizing a legal entity as an extremist one in certain cases.
24.  Recommend the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation and the Federal Service for Control over the Alcohol and Tobacco Markets, to develop and implement a plan of preventive measures aimed at protecting the morality of minors from threats posed by the abuse of alcohol, tobacco smoking and other types of addiction.
25.  Recommend the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation to consider increasing the staff size of police officers at the district level in the territories of the liberated regions, as well as in the constituent entities of the Russian Federation bordering the zone of the Special Military Operation.
26.  Recommend the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation to pay special attention to ethnic crime, as well as to prevent the emergence in cities of non-legal enclaves formed on ethnic basis.
27.  Recommend the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation to carry out control and supervisory measures in educational institutions with a view to prevent extremist ideas among adolescents.
28.  Recommend the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation to consider the need to inspect activities of non-governmental organizations with foreign participation or ethnic orientation for the law compliance purposes.
Measures to strengthen international mechanisms for the protection of children's rights
29.  Recommend the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation to disseminate in the world community all the information collected by the Parliamentary Commission regarding criminal actions against minors by the Kiev regime. 
30.  Recommend the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation to consider the possibility of presenting provisions of the Final Report of the Parliamentary Commission to the members of the UN Security Council within the framework of the Chairmanship powers (July 2024).
31.  Recommend the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, if necessary, to use results of the parliamentary investigation during the open debate of the UN Security Council on children and armed conflict (June 26, 2024).
32.  Recommend the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation to use results of the parliamentary investigation within the framework of specialized discussions in the course of sessions of the UN Human Rights Council.
33.  Recommend the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of the Russian Federation to use results of the parliamentary investigation within the framework of specialized discussions during sessions of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.
34.  To recommend to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation to make use of results of the parliamentary investigation within the framework of the Hague Conference on the implementation of the 1980 Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction and the 1996 Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Cooperation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children.
35.  Recommend the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, in cooperation with members of the Parliamentary Commission, to initiate series of meetings with accredited ambassadors and heads of diplomatic missions to inform them on results of the parliamentary investigation.
36.  Recommend both chambers of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation to send appeals to international parliamentary organizations and parliaments of all countries of the world informing fellow parliamentarians on some of the results of the parliamentary investigation and to translate them into national languages.
37.  Recommend the Federal Financial Monitoring Service to take note of the facts revealed in the course of the parliamentary investigation about the restriction of transactions with business entities registered in the territories under the control of the Kiev regime by financial authorities of a number of countries. If necessary, in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, to initiate the inclusion of a number of structures of the Kiev regime in the list of organizations involved in terrorism, which is compiled on the basis of decisions of the UN Security Council.
  
                     
